More Ideas More Tips More Style What’s inside matters most... 



ALSO 

INSIDE! 


Spring style 
refresh 

¥ THE HOTTEST 
HIGH-STREET BUYS 

¥ NEW IDEAS FOR 
FEATURE WALLS TT 


Wallpapers That 
Work Anywhere 


Create A Coastal 
Look for £150 


£ 3.70 » 
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Britain's Bestselling 
Homes Magazine 


MARCH 2016 £3.70 


The supermarket 1 
range we love ... 


69 PAGES of real homes & re 
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MALMO CORNER CHAISE £799 | BRADSHAW CHAIR - £149 FOR A SET OF 2 | HUGO ARMCHAIR £279 | PRICES CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS. 
SELECTED UK STORES & ONLINE. SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. 


THE ART OF 

SMALL SPACES 


The new LOFT range. Clever space-saving designs for modern homes. 


ONLY 

M&S 


SHOP THE FULL HOME RANGE ONLINE AT MARKSANDSPENCER.COM 


fJnthiA / iMu&... 

...refresh your style for spring with 
beautiful neiU'-iemxui bi 

Design a colourful feature wall to 
give any room a bold focal paint 

(page 26) or enjoy an air of calm with 
a nature-inspired palette of lichen and 
limestone (page 42). Find out how to 

on a budget 

(page 34), create your own deep 
bcuictua/upvritli our 

definitive guide to 
beds on page 134, 
and be a creative cook 

with hxwvb-nvcute, 

pwza tecijm, (page 
144). Plus, discover the 
best wellbeing apps to 
help you feel Cttltth 
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Renew your 
look with fresh 
spring style 


66 

Choose Scandi- 
inspired buys for 
a pared-back feel 


rf* 




and collected 


ON THE COVER VOLUME 192 ISSUE 1 


(page 165). Spring - 
we're ready for you! 



magazine 


READ THIS 
ON YOUR 
TABLET 

Download your 
digital edition 
at housetohome. 
co.uk/idealhome 


Beautiful buys 
and decorating 
ideas to try in 
your own home 


Find new-season 
accessories to 
take your scheme 
into spring 

Liven up rooms 
with these exciting 
treatments for walls 


Be inspired by four 
reader homes, plus 
stylish kitchen and 
bathroom projects 



^■rr » Hmr } 


'Original ides j 
for your home 


tyring style 


Create a fun 
feature wall with 
our decorating tips 


Bring cool Scandi 
style into your 
home with this 
fantastic new range 


Learn how to 
update a room 
with neutral 
geometric pattern 

Design a modern 
coastal look for 
less thanks to 
some savvy buys 


STYLING CAROL WORTLEY-BISHOP PHOTOGRAPH DAVID BRITTAIN 
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March EDITOR’S LETTER 



My to-do list 
for March 


The things I’ll be planning, doing 
and shopping for this month 

C hores are on my mind, with a 
big spring-cleaning binge on 
the horizon, shopping trolleys 
to test and new decorating 
colour schemes to plan... 

I tend to be a bit 
of a sluggard over the winter months, 
but once it's warm enough to keep the 
windows open I get the energy up to 
tackle the Big Jobs. Saturday mornings 
(after a stiff treble espresso to gird the 
loins) will find me in the back garden 
shaking clouds of dust out of curtains, on 
my hands and knees scraping carbonised 
pizza cheese off the oven floor, or 
scrubbing the Venetians with a damp, 
inside-out sports sock on each hand. You 
never really know a house until you've 
poked your vacuum's dusting attachment 
into all its nooks and crannies, or marked 
your territory with spray and polish. 

Always on the hunt for a game changer, 

I'll pick a new cleaning product to give 
a proper try-out: this year I want to see 
if Lakeland's Bio-Mex multipurpose 
cleaner (£9.98) betters my long-time 
favourite, JML's Doktor Power (£4.99). 

BEING A TROLLEY DOLLY I need a 
new shopping trolley. I bought a proper 
granny-style one years ago, being 
car-free in London and struggling home 
from Camden Morrisons with a bag of 
groceries hanging from every finger. 

Once, a friend hid my garden gnome in 
it and I had to take him out and stand him Vanessa Richmond, Acting Editor 



FIND US ON FACEBOOK 

facebook.com/ideal 

homemagazine.co.uk 



on the checkout before I 
could pack my shopping, 
to the amusement of all 
around. But the frame broke 
during my last house move 
and now the 5p plastic bag 
charge has forced the issue. 

I'm weighing up my 
options, having seen a cute 
retro-flower-print one in 
Lakeland (£39.99) but also 
considering splashing out 
on a rather lovely wicker one 
(£72) from prettymaison.co.uk. Either way, 
I'll be the envy of the farmers' market! 
BUYING INTO COLOUR As a child of 
the Seventies, I have a deep affinity for 
bold colours that the 'magnolia years' 
failed to quash. When I first saw the new 
spring/summer homeware ranges on the 
high street, it lifted my heart to see so 
much colour. Trends aside, in my eyes, 
the biggest story in interiors right now 
is colour - and how our attitudes to it 
are changing. From big, splashy florals 
and Rio 2016-inspired tropical tones 
to smooth Pantone colour of the year, 
Rose Quartz, the delicious colours will 
be hard to resist this year, even for the 
most faithful neutrals fan! 


JOIN THE IDEAL 
HOME COMMUNITY 


r 



Colour is this 
season’s 
biggest story 

Plate, £3, 
George Home. 
Cushion, £25, 
Debenhams 



HELLO, WE’RE IDEAL HOME! 

Together, we are a team of... multitasking mums, 
independents, wise empty nesters, single ladies 
{‘all the single ladies . ..’), attached ladies, fierce 
Millennials, mellow mid lifers, property owners, 
free spirits, animal lovers, star bakers, crafters, 

DIY champions, health nuts, sofa slobs, geeks 
and goddesses... but, above all, we’re passionate 
home makers. Nice to meet you! 

V Go to housetohome.co.uk/idealhomemagazine 
to see more of what we do - you can sign up to 
our treat of a weekly newsletter there, too... 


FOLLOW US 
ON TWITTER 

@idealhome 

ENJOY OUR BLOGS 

Homeshoppingspy.com 
and Girlabouttech.com 

SUBSCRIBE AT 

magazinesdirect.com 

DOWNLOAD OUR 
DIGITAL EDITION 

for iPad, Kindle Fire, 
Nook and Google Play 
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Create a unique side table using a crate. 
Decorate the inside with old book pages, 
sheet music or leftover paint or wallpaper 



Flower bed 

Go for fresh, ditsy florals 

Daydream double duvet 
set, £15, Bellezza 
range, George 


DIRECTORY 


. * 


High shine 

Team this pendant 
with a squirrel bulb 
for an industrial twist 

Smoked glass pendant 
light, £65, Next 


f ii 
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Tea type 

Keep things 
personal with an 
initialled cup 

A to Z ‘M’ floral 
mug, £4, Matalan 



Homely touches 

Wooden ornaments add warmth 

Houses, from £12 each, Dickins & 
Jones Home range, House of Fraser 


Mood of 
the moment 

Let the light in 

Throw back the 
curtains and fling open 
the windows - it’s time 
to blow away the winter 
cobwebs and enjoy the 
first glimpses of spring colour 



MICHELA COLLING, STYLE EDITOR 
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Mellow yellow 

V i 

Pop on the bed 

\ 

for extra comfort 

l 

and colour 

V 

Oran cushion, 


£49, Urbanara 



Step up 

Instant storage 

Scandinavia ladder 
bookcase (H175cm 
x W64cm x 
D39cm), £70, Wilko 


Minty fresh 

This stool doubles 
up as a side table 

Fifties wooden stool 
in Mint, £29.95, 
Dotcomgiftshop 


Forever spring 

The wooden flowers will 
add a cheery touch all year 

Foxglove & Campion set, 
£32, Anna Wiscombe 



Vintage vibe 

Why not use for 
make-up brushes? 

Tumbler, £4, At Home 
with Ashley Thomas 
range, Debenhams 





Pretty prints 

Stick to the wall with strips of 
brightly coloured washi tape 

Postcards, £1.25 each, 
Rastall & Daughters 








♦ Follow our blog homeshoppingspy.com for more style news, ideas and fabulous finds ♦ 
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March SHOPPING IDEAS 
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Embroidered duvet cover, 
£80; pillowcases, £30 for 
two; sheets, from £10 each; 

Beech Leaf cushion, £25; 
Mohair Check cushion, £30; 
Check throw, £75; Retro 
pendant lights, £85 each; 
accessories, from a selection; 
all Dickins & Jones Home 
range, House of Fraser 





The Focus Collection 

Prestigious Textiles Ltd • Email: mail@prestigious.co.uk 

www.prestigious.co.uk 






March SHOPPING IDEAS 


Vases, from £8 
each; Ingrid bottles, 
from £18 each; all 
Gray & Willow range, 
House of Fraser 


pirlrt* 

Wmsi 

mm 
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Dash for it 

Flip it over to find the 
reverse print on the back 

Anni cushion, £22, Lotta 
Jansdotter range, John Lewis 


Light show 

Create a laid-back look with a 
rattan shade in a two-tone weave 

Sira rattan pendant, £70, Habitat 


In the 

frame 

An ikat-style 
print adds 
character 

Carved frame, 
£10, Sainsbury’s 


With the grain 

Go for a piece with 
back-to-basics style 

Chopping board, 
£14.99, H&M 


pieces to designs inspired 
A / by traditional crafts, this 

pared-back style celebrates 
the maker and natural materials, too 

HOLLY CATFORD, ACTING STYLE AND DECORATING ASSISTANT 


High rise 

Use to display a 
single bloom for 
an unfussy look 

Toto scribble vase, 
£30, Habitat 


Full marks 

Each pot is hand crafted 
for a unique marble effect 

Teapot, £35, Norn Living 


TURN TO OUR 
SHOPPING 
DIRECTORY 


Super howl 

Liven up a pared-back 
scheme with a hit of blue 

Small dip bowl, £5, Mythology 
range, Marks & Spencer 


Hot stuff S 

Sharpen up with * 
geometric details J 

Triangle oven J 
glove, £15, 

Murmur range, 
Houseology 


Bags of style 

Fill with magazines for 
a rustic storage solution 

Split wood basket, 
£25, Next 


AU in a row 

Present nibbles on a 
wooden centrepiece 

Extra large antipasti 
platform platter, 
£24.99, Very 


pf If pi ■ ■«« iyi ■ MM if if 




♦ Follow our blog homeshoppingspy.com for more style news, ideas and fabulous finds ♦ 
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Pretty in pink 

An elegant, relaxing 
shade for walls 

Floris 27 Marble Matt 
emulsion, £38 for 2.5ltr, 
Mylands of London 


Rose tinted 

Once the candle has burned down 
use the pot to store bits and bobs 

Glass jar candle, £6.99, New Look 



Look what we found! 


The shade to have in your home in 
2016, ‘Rose Quartz’ is one of Pantone’s 
top 10 spring colours. Here’s our edit 
of wow buys in this serene pastel... 

HOLLY CATFORD, ACTING STYLE AND DECORATING ASSISTANT 



C~ 
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Playful pattern 

Introduce a fun print 
to a muted scheme 

Large geometry cushion 
in Rose, £49, Ferm Living 
range, Amara 


A 



On the flipside 

The diamond pattern is woven 
in reverse on the other side 

Papperlina Rex rug in Pale Rose, 
£99, The Scandinavian Shop 


Blush brew 

A soothing design that’s 
perfect in this gentle hue 

Tribecca mug, £10 for four, 
Marks & Spencer 
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♦ Follow our blog homeshoppingspy.com for more style news, ideas and fabulous finds ♦ 
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This soft shade 
works so well with 
grey and metafiles, 
but for a fresh finish 
combine it with white, 
adding a highlight accent 
of black to bring the 
trend right up to date’ 

MICHELA COLLING, STYLE EDITOR 


Test of time 

A simple Danish design 
with long-lasting appeal 

Steel stand clock in Nude, £44, 
Menu range, The Scandinavian Shop 


Soft shade 

Add a delicate pop of 
colour to a white sofa 

Pink silk ombre cushion, 
£52, The French 
Bedroom Company 


Tone it down 

Layer up all-pink bed linen 
for ultimate indulgence 



You've pulled 

Upcycle an old chest of 
drawers in an instant 

Alhambra drawer knob, 
£3.95, Dotcomgiftshop 


7 
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Glow for it 

Put a tealight inside this 
votive for pink radiance 

Pink striped hand cut 
glass tealight holder, 
£5.50, Oliver Bonas 


IDEAL GREAT DEAL 

Get the look whatever your budget 



*\ Itu\ 11 II 
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£42 






Take flight 

For a feature wall 

Cranes in Flight 
111232 wallpaper, 
£45 per roll,--^ 
Palmetto range, 
Harlequin 


* 


Cool pendant 

Hang a trio over 
a marble-topped 
breakfast bar 

Bell pendant in Old 
Rose, £172, Northern 
Lighting range, 
Cloudberry Living 


Hot wire 

A side table 
that doubles 
up as a chic 
basket 

Medium wire 
basket in Rose 
with smoked 
oak lid, £116, 
Ferm Living 
range, Amara 



Multi-faceted 

Finished with a brass handle 

Anoa glass lantern, Woven 


Glam glass 

Perfect for dining alfresco 

Glass hurricane lantern, Matalan 



Standing tall 

Arrange a few of these 
on a windowsill 

Rustic pillar candle, 
£2, Primark 


♦ Follow our blog homeshoppingspy.com for more style news , ideas and fabulous finds ♦ 
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Shop 



Design 

School 



Design 

Inspiration 



Buying 

Guides 



How to 
Guides 



Tools 



Trade 



Bespoke 



Magazine 



Videos 


Houseology 



Amazing interiors. 
Amazingly simple. 



Lighting from £7.95 to £20,620. 

10% off with code IH610. 

Product featured: Heathfield & Co. 


www.houseology.com 
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Layered print 

Soft lines make for 
an updated retro look 

Assemble/Configure 
cushion, £66, Laura Slater 


The next big thing... 


This artistic mix of 
colours and graphic shapes 
is sharp, bold and modern 

MICHELA COLLING, STYLE EDITOR 


Crown Paints has 
embraced the signature 
colours of the Eighties 

Mustard Jar matt 
emulsion, £18.49 for 
2.5ltr, Crown Paints 


Shape up 

Simply does it 

So Sottsass 
plate, £80, 
Darkroom 
London 




TURN TO OUR 
SHOPPING 
DIRECTORY 


» FAR The 

Memphis Group began life in 
Milan in the early Eighties. It 
was founded by Ettore Sottsass 
alongside other architects and 
designers, with the aim to create 
products to counteract minimalist 
design. Inspired by Bauhaus, 
pop art and African textiles, 
the collective added a graphic 
dimension to furniture and fabric 
using block shapes in colourful 
combinations. Today’s homeware 
designers are now revisiting this 
playful style and its signature 
palette of punchy pastels, warm 
yellows and striking black accents. 

!T Italian 

furniture company Kartell 
showcased never-before-seen 
furniture, lighting and vases 
designed for Kartell by Sottsass at 
Milan Design Week in 2015. Since 
then, designer shop Darkroom 


London has paid tribute to 
the movement with Sottsass- 
inspired plates, cushions and 
stationery. Ferm Living has also 
given a nod to the style, using 
inky blue and grey to refresh its 
geometric prints, while Laura 
Slater’s textile designs include 
more relaxed layers and lines 
to bring the look up to date. 

German 

brand Hem landed in London 
last year - check out its Alphabeta 
lights and textiles featuring grid 
patterns and confetti designs. 
Habitat went all-out with a bold 
Memphis-inspired collection 
last season; new this year are the 
more subtle Malo oak shelving 
unit, the geometric Silo rug 
and the Leri and Pepae vases. 

Also worth a look are Giannina 
Capitani Studio’s Tic-Tac and 
Etto abstract knitted cushions. 


In the hag 

pKGeometrics create 
standout style 

Aztec tote bag, £40, 
Tamasyn Gambell 


Confetti effect 

A lively hit of pattern 

Bowl, £15; mug, £12; 
both El Aich range, 
Unique & Unity 


> / 
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Geometric profile 

Storage cubbies in a mix of 
shapes create a fun feel 

Malo oak shelving unit, 
£495, Habitat 


Mix and match 

Create a pendant light 
with shapes of your choice 

Alphabeta Quattro 
pendant, £246, Hem 


Step hack in time 

A working piece of wall art 

Wall Wonder clock, £129, 
Ferm Living 


* if p* ■ m f ■ !•■•!' ff 


♦ Follow our blog homeshoppingspy.com for more style news , ideas and fabulous finds ♦ 
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matki 


SHOWERING 


New Illusion Quintesse. Contemporary style, technical innovation 

Beautifully engineered in the UK 


FOR A BROCHURE AND NEAREST BATHROOM SPECIALIST CALL 01 454 328 811 | WWW. MATKI. CO. U K | MATKI PLC, BRISTOL BS37 5 P L 





FEATURE MICHELA COLLING, HOLLY CATFORD 


March SHOPPING IDEAS 


‘Warming mustard tones are given 
a bold edge with accents of black, 
while contemporary geometries 
are complemented by artisanal 
glassware in the Copenhagen range’ 

ANDREW TANNER, DESIGN MANAGER, SAINSBURY’S 


Dinnerware, from £3 
for a side plate; runner, 
£12; Scandi single tea 
towels, £3 each; Scandi 
napkins and Mustard 
napkins, both £6 for 
four; all Copenhagen 
range, Sainsbury’s 



P 

ti/wniiiiii.imiii 1 

Andrew Tanner, 
design manager 
at Sainsbury’s 


DESIGN REPORT 


Sainsbury’s has nailed upscale 
Scandi style (and it starts at £3!) 


You might not think of heading to 
the supermarket to stock up on chic 
dinnerware, but the new Copenhagen 
collection at Sainsbury’s will make 
you think again. The store’s in-house 
designers have taken inspiration from 
the mid-century modern movement to 
create gorgeous patterned plates and 
bowls with a hand-drawn, illustrative 
feel, as well as geometric-printed 


linens in buttery tones and striking 
monochromes. Layered together, they 
create a dining table with wow factor. 

It’s not a style that will date any 
time soon and can be incorporated 
alongside your existing plain crockery. 
Prices start at just £3 for a side plate 
and as the range will be expanding 
across lighting, stationery, cushions 
and even bedding, it’s easy and 


affordable to bring this distinctive 
trend to all areas of your home. 

More inspiring homeware 
collections are in the pipeline from 
Sainsbury’s later this year, and the 
company will be dedicating even more 
floor space to non-food products, with 
more local stores stocking the home 
living ranges. Your weekly shop 
just got a whole lot more stylish. 






♦ Follow our blog homeshoppingspy.com for more style news , ideas and fabulous finds ♦ 
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CITROEn 



CITROEN GRAND C4 PICASSO 

The Citroen Grand C4 Picasso is the first MPV in its segment to break the 11Gg CO 2 /km 
barrier with the BlueHDi 150* delivering up to 72.4 MPG° With its ultra-flexible 7-seat 
interior, 360° Vision Parking" Keyless Entry and Startf and Panoramic Windscreen, its no 
wonder its been voted Best MPV' by both What Car? and Auto Express for two years running. 



CReATiveTeCHNOLOGfe D # * cilroen.co.uk 

Mcinlek drown GH«ndC4 &l.u*HDi 12D S4(S mumml EjaWnffl-t OTR pra* £24.^0 IlntL Trie* BHW TrotrJk (Mint *1 *Xti i tar C52GI w tointoW* mi CA Pxmuo L»cL*iw4fld abe** a C^int>rnMi CyiV» cur Gm^d C4 (Hu* KIQl 

*tl(0 i4S rwi*nuol E*rliir4r tnlH 1 T* i_ Ah rrhM rokiun Gr*r»d £.4 Piciitvg ^Ophhonpil j*h ^ilTitcn.1 r«n Grand C J FVrt'iw VTH-tr ind <n«nd C.4 FViiva tidlhfil**, *v*ilnl>lf! etfi Grimd'C4 fruvyn Ijwltrtj**- 

CfTfiOtN Total Official Government fuel Consumption Figures [litres per lOOkm/MPG) and COa Emissions |g/km). Highest Grand C4 Picasso THP 165 
5&S EAT6 Auto with 18" wheels: Urban Z 5/37 7, Extra Urban 4 9/57.6, Combined 5.8/48 / 134 COa Lowest: Grand C4 Picasso BlueHDi 100 S&S manual 
with 16" wheels: Urban 4 5/62-8, Extra Urban 3 5/80 7 Combined 3 8/74.3, 99 CO*. MPG figures are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as 
a guide for comparative purposes only, and may not reflect actual omthe-road driving conditions. 
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This month’s 
high-street hero... 

Fiona Lambert 

Meet the woman behind Asda’s 
George homeware brand and 
discover how her passion for 
design turned into a career 


F iona Lambert, vice 

president of product design 
and development of Asda’s 
George range, has worked 
alongside its founder, 
George Davies, from the beginning. 
'When we launched the George 
clothing range in 1990, Asda was the 
first supermarket to sell clothes and 
now it’s the third-biggest supermarket 
clothing retailer,’ she says. 'With this 
success, we saw an opportunity to 
provide our customers with the same 
quality and design credentials in an 
inspirational range of homeware, 
making it as easy and affordable 
for them to update a home as it 
is to update a wardrobe.’ 

As well as overseeing a 
team of designers and 
buyers, Fiona conducts 
research into trends, 
interpreting them into 
inspiring products. The 
new spring/summer 
2016 collection covers 
six key themes, from 
an Italian-inspired 
look to a celebration 
of British wildlife 
and country gardens. 'I’m really 
proud of the collections,’ says Fiona. 
'They prove that you can deliver great 
design at an affordable price.’ 

THE WOMAN BEHIND THE LOOK 

Born in the Midlands, Fiona grew up 
close to both towns and countryside. 

'As a child, I was very arty - I used to 
draw and paint,’ she says. 'I was raised 
to appreciate the countryside, and 
enjoyed picking and pressing wild 
flowers. My mum was a dressmaker, so 
I was surrounded by clothes and made 
mini versions for my dolls. I’ve still got 


a sketchbook of my designs from when 
I was 11 - they would be spot-on trend 
now with the Seventies revival!’ 

A good all-rounder at school, Fiona 
set her heart on being a designer 
and decided to do a degree in fashion 
design at Nottingham Trent University. 
'When I left university, I got a job as 
a designer and pattern cutter at Next,’ 
she says. 'The company was growing 
rapidly and I learnt a lot. I was very 
lucky to work with George Davies 
there. I consider him my mentor. 

He’s the person who has most heavily 
influenced my career - he set the bar 
high on performance and it was a 
sink-or-swim environment, but he gave 
me the best opportunities and it was 
an environment that I flourished in.’ 
The turning point 
in Fiona’s career came 
when George asked her 
to work with him on 
a new project in 1989. 
'He said, "I can’t tell you 
who it’s for, I can’t tell 
you what it is, but it’s 
going to be exciting”,’ 
she says. 'So I decided 
it was worth the risk to 
be part of something entrepreneurial 
and new, and I went for it.’ 

Since then, George has changed the 
way customers shop. 'The growth of 
online purchases and social media 
means that customers demand 
constant newness,’ says Fiona. 'I’m very 
focussed on the customer and believe 
in innovation - that’s how you stay 
successful. It’s about trying to create 
products that make life easier.’ 

A PEACEFUL HOME 

Fiona has lived in Leicester since 
1986 and shares her Arts and Crafts 


T believe you 
should buy 
carefully and buy 
well, and invest 
in beautiful 
homeware’ 



EASTERN INFLUENCE 
Fiona is proud of the 
George collections, which 
include this beautiful 
Asian-inspired bed linen 
Chinoiserie double duvet 
set, £12; Ric Rac throw, £15; 
both Heiwa range, George 




COUNTRY STYLE 
A love of art inspires * ^ 
Fiona’s designs 

Cushions, from £7 
each, Impressions 
range, George 



house with her husband and children 
- daughter, Georgia, 22, and son 
Charlie, 19. 'My house is very light 
and airy with lots of windows and 
a beautiful garden,’ she says. 'It’s 
definitely my sanctuary from a very 
hectic life. It is quite calming and I 
try to keep it simple with pale colours 
and signature accessories, then add 
cushions and paintings for personality. 

'I believe you should buy carefully 
and buy well, and invest in beautiful 
homeware. You can change your 
clothing every day, but you’re going 
to walk into a room and see the same 
things, so you’ve got to love them. 

I take joy from the paintings and 
decorative accessories I’ve bought, 
and placing them against a neutral 
backdrop helps them to really sing.’ 
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SHOPPING IDEAS M 

L 2 


I * 1 

LA DOLCE VITA 

r \ 


Fiona draws inspiration 
from beautiful Tuscany 



Garda dinnerware, £25 
for a 12-piece set; wooden 
bowl, £10; Excellence 
casserole dish, £20; 
accessories, from £3 each; 
all Bellezza range, George 









COPPER COOL 
A keen cook, these 
saucepans get plenty 
of use in Fiona’s kitchen 

Triply saucepans, £80 for 
a three-piece set, George 


mb 


RUSTIC STYLE 
These pretty tile 
lookalikes will sit 
well on any table 

Tile coasters, £4 
each, Bellezza 
range, George 


TRENDSETTER 

Fiona feels that last year’s 
Alexander McQueen exhibition, 
Savage Beauty , at the V&A 
museum had a huge influence 
on fashion and home trends 




EARTHY SHADES 
Add interest with 
a characterful 
mosaic-effect vase 

Tile vase, £4, Bellezza 
range, George 




M 


GET TO 
KNOW HER 
SIGNATURE 
STYLE Having 
worked in fashion 
for 30 years, much 
of Fiona’s interiors inspiration 
comes from textiles and the world 
of fashion. To work in design, 

I think you have to be a human 
sponge for everything around you 
- whether it’s travel, world cultures, 
other designers, the catwalk or art 
exhibitions,’ she says. 

Fiona also believes that popular 
art and entertainment is having 
an increasing impact on people’s 
taste and interior-design style. 

TV is such a big part of everyone’s 
lives now,’ she says. 'Programmes, 
such as Downton Abbey and 
Indian Summers, have had a huge 
influence, whether it’s a demand 


for beautiful cut glass and crystal 
or Indian-style furniture.’ 

Fiona’s motivation comes from 
a very wide spectrum. 'Having a 
career in design means you never 
really switch off and you find 
inspiration in everything you see 
and do,’ she explains. 'As a team 
at George, we gather inspiration 
from lots of different places, then 
it’s about how we edit and curate 
that for people to be able to 
visualise it in their homes. We 
separate our personal taste from 
our customers’ taste, as our role 
is to think about what they would 
like. The items we design won’t 
necessarily be to my taste but 
they will have my standards 
of quality and integrity, and, 
hopefully, they’ll include my love 
of interior design and I can share 
that with the customer, too.’ 


RETRO ROOTS 

One of Fiona’s 
favourite shops 
growing up was the 
high-street fashion 
store Chelsea Girl 
- shopping there 
fuelled her interest 
in design 


STUNNING STORAGE 
A chic place to stash trinkets 

Jewellery box, £12, 
Impressions range, George 


FLOWER POWER 
Brighten a bedroom with 
patchwork floral bed linen 

Stippled double duvet set, £12, 
Impressions range, George 


Fionas inspiration ... 
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FEATURE KAREN BRAY 



The dresser. It's our secret to effortless order and relaxed elegance. 


The Suffolk 4ft dresser hand-painted in Shell: £2,165, 
Stratton step stool: £245, and Corinium jugs: from £8 




Create your own designs at neptune.com 
Stores nationwide 


NEPTUNE 





LICHEN & LIMESTONE 

Use stylised botanical prints in soft greens and taupes 

Herb Garden B402 flooring, £40 per sq m, Brintons. Dardanella fabric in 
Linden/Emerald, £42 per m, Harlequin. Cushion covers made in: Milani 
Lovage 7729/22, £55 per m, Romo (top); Dawn Chorus in Linden/Slate, 
£32 per m, Sanderson. Potted faux fern, £29.50, Rose & Grey. TY5 tray, 
£19, Scumble Goosie; painted in Lichen Estate Eggshell, £53 for £2.5ltr, 
Farrow & Ball. Drop Cloth Estate Emulsion (in pot), £38 for 2.5ltr, Farrow & 
Ball. Botanical Fern Study No3 art print, £16.50, Notonthehighstreet.com. 
Bulb vase, £9.90, Hen & Hammock. Trug, £42 for two, Garden Trading. 
Flower jug, £90, Petersham Nurseries 


Be inspired by our 

MOODBOAR 


We use expert interior-design techniques to 
create our decorating looks. Each starts with a 
moodboard, like the ones here. Use one of these 
as a starting point for a stylish new scheme 

FOR WHERE TO BUY ITEMS SHOWN, TURN TO OUR SHOPPING DIRECTORY 


SEE IT IN 
A ROOM... 

page 42 


FIND MORE 
MOODBOARDS 
ONLINE AT 

houseto 

home.co.uk/ 

moodboards 
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Moodhoards DECORATING IDEAS 



Mix cheerful, sunny tones for a feel-good vibe 

Background painted in Brilliant White emulsion (top); 
Desert Bloom emulsion; both £21.98 for 2.5ltr, Valspar 
range, B&Q. Garland, £19.50, Olli Ella. Shoes, from a 
selection, Next. Strips pillowcase, £20 for single duvet 
set, Habitat. Blue Poppy pillow, £18, Rowen & Wren. 
Rug, £135, Luma. Pencils, from a selection, Paperchase 


SHERBET MIX 



GENTLE GREYS 

Create a soothing effect with touchable 
textiles in warm greys and heather accents 

Lakeland Loop carpet in Silverhow, £33 per sq m, 
Brockway range, John Lewis. For a similar purple cushion 
cover, try the Ben Ledi Lowland Tweed, £68, Anta. Double 
Madison bedspread in grey, £259, Melin Tregwynt. For 
similar grey fabric, try the LF758C/80 Claystone, £57 
per m, Iona I & II Weaves collection, Linwood. For similar 
porcelain cups, try the Tipple, £14 each, Rebecca Callis 
Porcelain. Turtle Dove matt emulsion (in dish), £39 for 
2.5ltr, Sanderson range, Designerpaint 


Design your 
own moodboard 

Cheat your way to a 
professional finish 

Choose your base colour Whether 
it’s flooring or a wall, the base colour 
will be the largest area of colour in your 
room, so place a generous sample of it 
onto your board. Including carpet samples 
will help you think about texture, too. 

2 Add an accent tone A dramatic 
contrast or an accent just a few tones 
away from your base colour? Use your 
moodboard to play with options and 
layer it with swatches of fabric, scraps 
of wallpaper and paint colour charts. 

3 Find the right accessories 

These will really set the tone in your 
room - go for ones that share an accent 
colour and stick to a single theme. Don’t 
mix styles, or your finished scheme will 
look messy rather than effortlessly eclectic. 



TURN OVER FOR MORE 


PASTEL POP 

Wake up neutrals with fresh hues 

IM1859 laminate white planks 
flooring, £19.99 per sq m, Quick Step. 
Self adhesive cork tile, £33.45 per 
sq m, Walls And Floors. Notebooks, 
from a selection, The Do South Shop 


► 
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JUICY FRUIT 

Create a focal point with zesty 
yellow and layers of cool blue 

LPU1285 flooring, £29.49 per sq m, 
Quick Step. Salmon Lara table runner, 
£13.99, LinenMe. Sondrum frame, £8, 
Ikea; painted in Trumpet Intelligent 
Eggshell, £53 for 2.5ltr, Little Greene. 
Side plate, £7; jug, £14.50; both Denby. 
Napkin in Slate, £5, John Lewis. Paint 
swatches: James Intelligent Eggshell 
(left), £53 for 2.5ltr, Little Greene; 
Trumpet Intelligent Eggshell, as before 




A ROOM 


page 27 
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PHOTOGRAPHS DOMINIC BLACKMORE, DAVID BRITTAIN, TIMEINCUKCONTENT.COM 


Moodhoards DECORATING IDEAS 





CANDY CRUSH 

Be bold with a painterly print in a juicy palette 

Azim Indigo wall art, £26 per m, Voyage Decoration. Dimity 
Estate Emulsion, £39.50 for 2.5ltr, Farrow & Ball. KT97 
flooring, £88 per sq m, Crucial Trading. Bird, £3.99, Dunelm. 
Cushion covers made in (from top): Lamont Red Coral, £65 
per m, Romo; F0848/27, £17 per m, Clarke & Clarke. Swatch 
from Marchwood sofa in Sutton Smoke, £2,695, Content 
by Terence Conran. Vase, £25forthree, Debenhams 




TEAL & WATERMELON 

Make an impact with bursts of lively colour 

LPU1285 flooring, £29.49 per sq m, Quick-Step. 
Brecan runner, £120, Habitat. Six-peg rail, £41, 
Scumble Goosie; painted in Vardo Oil Eggshell, 
£55 for 2.5ltr, Farrow & Ball. Coral notebook and 
pen, £11.95, Ted Baker. For a similar paint, try the 
Mid Lead Absolute Matt Emulsion, £37 for 2.5ltr, 
Little Greene. White jug, £12, Design Vintage 



Decorating? 

FOLLOW THE 3 
GOLDEN RULES 

THE 70-20-10 RULE For a 

-Lbalanced scheme, keep 70% of 
the elements (say, walls and floors) 
as one colour, then add 20% in 
a second colour (fabrics) and 
10% in an accent (accessories). 

2 THE PATTERN RULE When 
mixing patterns, use large with 
medium or medium with small, 
never large with small. Pick prints 
that share a colour in common. 

3 THE PAINTED BOX RULE 

The look of paint changes 
according to the time of day and 
the light in a room. Paint the inside 
of a large box with a tester to create 
a miniature ‘room’ and see how the 
colour changes within a 3D space. 

AND FINALLY... Always add 
a surprise. A focal point - whether 
it's a feature wall or a piece of art 
- is the short cut to a ‘wow' room. 



STORMY BLUES 

Add depth to a coastal look with inky tones 


Woad 251 floor paint, £59 for 2.5ltr, Little Greene. 
Tranquil 110505 wallpaper, £54 per roll; cushion 
cover made in 131117, £46 per m; both Harlequin. 
Throw, £185; housewife pillowcase, £30; both The 
Linen Works. Candle, £8, Marks & Spencer. Skyline 
bowl, £110, Karen Howarth range, Madebyhand 
online.com. Striped Two vase, £17.50, Idyll Home 
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If walls could talk... 

What would yours say? Express yourself and create an original 
look with one of these fresh ideas for feature walls 

FOR WHERE TO BUY ITEMS SHOWN, TURN TO PAGE 32 



IDEAL HOME MOODBOARD 

Teal & Watermelon 


PARALLEL LINES 

If you’d love to use a bold 
colour but worry it’ll be too 
much, try this trick: paint the 
lower third of a wall and fake 
a dado rail with a thin border 
in a contrasting colour. We 
painted a peg rail in the same 
wall shade for extra impact. 


F°r details of this moodboard, 
turn to page 22 
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Feature walls DECORATING IDEAS 


IDEAL HOME MOODBOARD 

Juicy Fruit 


KIDS' ART GALLERY 

Create a dedicated, contained 
space for children’s artwork 
that’s easy to update. Hang 
a group of empty, glass-free 
frames painted in a bright 
colour and simply pin each 
week’s masterpieces in them, 
filing away the old ones. 




FRAMED WALLPAPER 

There are so many great 
designs out there, why not 
use one as artwork? Choose 
a painted-effect pattern and 
frame it with moulding, 
painted to match. This is a 
great way to mark out a zone’ 
in a multipurpose space. 
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Feature walls DECORATING IDEAS 


Add fresh, juicy accent 
colours to a neutral 
scheme, choosing soft 
matt finishes, textured 
linen, uncoated cottons 
and velvets that won’t 
make them look garish 


IDEA 

Go for accessories 
in colours from 
your panel - bright 
for spring and 
summer; deeper 
for winter 



IDEAL HOME MOODBOARD 

Candy Crush 



For details of this moodhoard, 
turn to page 22 
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Add a little fun to a 
child’s bedroom with 
brights-on-white 
paintwork and a mix of 
colourful accessories 
alongside basic white 
wooden furniture 


% 






■ f'l 




PAINT PLAY 

Make a backdrop for creative 
play, using masking tape to 
design a simple 'mountain 
range’ effect. A pop of bright 
yellow on woodwork makes 
the wall colour sing, while 
butterfly wall stickers are 
an easy way to add magic. 




IDEAL HOME MOODBOARD 

Sherbet Mix 


For details of this moodhoard, 
turn to page 22 






Feature walls DECORATING IDEAS 



Set up a simple but 
functional office space 
with modern furniture 
that’s unfussy in style. 
It will offset the 
creative chaos if your 
wall pinning gets 
a bit out of hand... 


PINBOARD WALL 

Turn your spare room, landing 
or a corner of the kitchen 
into a creative space for work, 
homework and household 
paperwork. Self-adhesive cork 
tiles are cheap and can be put 
up in minutes to turn a whole 
wall into an ever-changing 
collage of notes, photos 
and inspirational whatnots. 


U 


IDEAL HOME MOODBOARD 

Pastel Pop 




mm 


wm 




For details of this moodhoard, 
turn to page 22 
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DECORATING IDEAS Feature walls 


Find all the details 


IN THESE PICTURES 

FOR WHERE TO BUY ITEMS SHOWN, TURN TO OUR SHOPPING DIRECTORY 



P Q O HALLWAY DECORATION AND 
La V FURNITURE Wall painted in Quartz 
Flint 4 matt emulsion (top), £24.49 for 2.5ltr, 

Paint Mixing range, Dulux; Vardo Estate Emulsion 
(bottom); stripe painted in Yellowcake Estate 
Emulsion; both £39.50 for 2.5ltr, Farrow & Ball. 
White vintage oak LPU1285 flooring, £29.49 
per sq m, Largo collection, Quick-Step. Brecan 


grey wool blend runner, £120, Habitat. 

Nornas sideboard, £130, Ikea; painted in 
Ammonite Estate Eggshell, £55 for 2.5ltr, 

Farrow & Ball. Six peg rail, £41, Scumble 
Goosie; painted in Vardo Oil Eggshell, £55 for 
2.5ltr, Farrow & Ball. Round seagrass basket, 
£90 for two, Luma. ON/IN SIDEBOARD (from 
left) Coral notebook and pen, £11.95, Ted Baker 
range, Amara. Butterfly teal organiser, £22, 
Paperchase. Tassel key ring, £15, Biba range, 
House of Fraser. Yellow Demi vase, £25, 

Habitat. Neon ribbons, £4.95 per roll, The 
Makery range, Wild & Wolf. Porcelain bowl, 

£6, Design Vintage. Happy Hare artwork, 
from £85, Luma. White ceramic vase, £12.50, 
Design Vintage. Turk vase, £30, Habitat. 

Drona boxes (in sideboard), £2.50 each, Ikea; 
covered in Lamont Red Coral, £65 per m, Romo. 
Children’s shoes, from a selection, Next. Owl 
lunchie, £13.99, Nubie. ON PEG RAIL Gallery 
mirrors with leather straps, £59 for two, Very 


P Q r 7 DINING ROOM DECORATION 

La / AND FURNITURE Wall painted in Gauze 
Absolute Matt Emulsion, £37 for 2.5ltr; panelling 
painted in James Intelligent Eggshell, £53 for 
2.5ltr; both Little Greene. LPU1285 flooring, 
£29.49 per sq m, Quick Step. Pinner table, 

£1,195; bench, £495; chairs, £395 for two; all 
Heal’s. Rhubarb cabinet, £695, Loaf. Sherbet 
pendant, £75, Graham and Green. Baskets, 
from £29 each, Olli Ella. ON/NEAR DINING 
TABLE Amalfi cushion, £40, Graham and Green. 
Lara table runners, £13.99 each, LinenMe. Jar, 
£5, Waitrose. Dinnerware, from £7 for a side 
plate; teapot, £28; jug, £14.50; all Denby. Sedlig 
cutlery, £40 for 24 piece set, Ikea. Vase, £10, 
Habitat. Bubble tumblers, £48 for four, Oka. 

ON WALL Clock, £29; Virserum frames, from 
£10 each; Sondrum frames, £8 each; all Ikea; 
painted in Trumpet Intelligent Eggshell, £53 
for 2.5ltr, Little Greene. ON MODEL Dress, 

£24, Cath Kidston. Cat toy, £38, Rowen & Wren 



PQ Q LIVING ROOM DECORATION AND 
La O FURNITURE Walls painted in Dimity 
Estate Emulsion, £39.50 for 2.5ltr, Farrow & 
Ball. Kyoto Ivory KT997 flooring, £88 per sq m, 
Crucial Trading. Nova Kilim rug, £175, Olli Ella. 
Chelsea coffee table, £399; Marchwood sofa 


in Sutton Smoke, £2,695; Stanford sideboard, 
£999; all Content by Terence Conran. Pebble 
high gloss side tables, £119 for two, Danetti. 
Manhattan armchair in Linwood Omega Smoke, 
£1,579, Multiyork. Stockholm glass door cabinet, 
£275, Ikea. Grayson floor lamp, £160, John 
Lewis. Azim Indigo wall art, £26 per m, Voyage 
Decoration; frame painted in Aquamarine 
emulsion, £21.98 for 2.5ltr, Valspar range, B&Q. 
ON COFFEE TABLE Tall porcelain bowl, from 
£33, Design Vintage. Ceramic Origami bird, 
£3.99; teal glass candle, £2.99, Elements range; 
both Dunelm. Large Leyla plate, £24, Oka. 
Deacon mug, £10, Habitat. ON SOFA Cushions, 
from left: made in Lamont Red Coral, £65 per 
m, Romo; made in Highlander Teal F0848/27, 

£17 per m; piped in Vienna Citron, £24 per m; 
both Clarke & Clarke; Citrine, £42, Oka. ON 
LEFT-HAND SIDE TABLE Concrete table lamp, 


£45, Next. Butterfly teal organiser, £22, 
Paperchase. Deacon mug, as before. ON 
ARMCHAIR Plain velvet cushion, £46, Oka. 
Kaarna throw in Turquoise, £70, Luma. IN 
CABINET (from top left) Grey picture frame, £5, 
Habitat. Porcelain Wobble vase, £12.95, Nordic 
House. Sera vase, £15, Habitat. White porcelain 
jug, £12, Design Vintage. Coral Mesh rice bowl, 
£21.95, Luma. Box Box storage box, £39 for five, 
Hay range, Amara. Arcturus Amethyst vase, 
£42.50, Voyage Maison. Box Box storage box, 
as before ON RIGHT-HAND SIDE TABLE Blue 
crackle vase, £25 for three, Rocha .John Rocha 
range, Debenhams. Raindrop notebook, £8, 
Paperchase. ON SIDEBOARD Selene vases, 
£60.50 each, Voyage Maison. Ceramic snack 
stack bowls, £24.95 for three, Mini Moderns 
range, Wild & Wolf. Box Box storage boxes, 
as before. Haverdal picture frame, £5, Ikea 



P O (P BEDROOM DECORATION AND 

D \J FURNITURE Wall painted in Brilliant 
White emulsion (top); Desert Bloom emulsion; 
both £21.98 for 2.5ltr, Valspar range, B&Q. 
IM1859 flooring, £19.99 per sq m, Quick Step. 
Herringbone rug, £135, Luma. Shutters painted 
in Yellowcake Estate Eggshell, £55 for 2.5ltr, 
Farrow & Ball. Bed, from £597, Scumble Goosie; 
painted in Welcome Pale Intelligent Eggshell, 



£53 for 2.5ltr, Little Greene. Ekby Hemnes shelf, 
£12, Ikea. Crate on wheels, £65, Design Vintage. 
Playroom table, £242; Playroom chairs, £175 
for two; pouffe, £120; all Nubie. ON/NEAR 
TABLE Mug, £7.95, Wild & Wolf. Stationery, 
from a selection, Paperchase. Pillow, £18, Rowen 
& Wren. IN CRATE Lunchie, £13.99, Nubie. 
ON/NEAR BED Strips duvet set, £20, Habitat. 
Cushions, from left: Sala, £20, John Lewis; Elle 
Elephant, £29, Nubie; made in Indi Zest, £33.15 
per m, Kai range, Graham Sanderson Interiors; 
Dots, £30; Mr Frank Fox, £29; both Nubie; navy, 
£30, Graham and Green. Pillow, £25; garland, 
£19.50; both Olli Ella. Blue Poppy eiderdown, 
£68; Bandit the Racoon teddy, £38; both Rowen 
& Wren. Trainers, from £13 per pair, Next. ON/ 
NEAR SHELF (from left) Slatthult stickers, £4, 
Ikea. Suzette the Cat teddy, £38, Rowen & Wren. 
Little Tommy puppy, £25, Steiff. Framed print, 
£45, Olli Ella. Gabriella toy, £22, Nubie. Button 
hook, £39, Out There Interiors. Sheep, £3; jar 
with eggs, £6; both Paperchase. Elephant, £45 


for two; Skateboard Rabbit picture, £19.50; 
both Design Vintage. ON WINDOWSILL 
Neon rabbit money box, £3, Paperchase 

PQ 1 OFFICE DECORATION AND 
O J-FURNITURE Wall covered in self 
adhesive cork tiles, £33.45 per sq m, Walls 
and Floors. IM1859 flooring, £19.99 per sq m, 
Quick Step. Cubist rug, £250, Habitat. Klimpen/ 
Oddvald desk, £80, Ikea. Eames style chair, 

£49, Danetti. ON DESK Metal lamp, £170, Nordic 
House. Cork lens box, from £25, The Do South 
Shop. Coral folder, £2.50, Hema. Karena box 
set, £35, Habitat. White porcelain jug, £12, 
Design Vintage. ON WALL Anya pegboard, 

£40, Rowen & Wren. Perpetual calendar, £25, 
Rockett St George. Valje wall cabinets, £17 
each, Ikea. Postcards and washi tape, all 
from a selection, Paperchase. Delia clock, 

£25, Habitat. IN WALL UNITS Magazine tray, 
£18; Frances bird, £10; both Habitat. Tuscan 
notebook, from £12.95, The Do South Shop 
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FIND MORE DECORATING IDEAS AT housetohome.co.uk/idealhomemagazine 


FEATURE SARITA SHARMA PHOTOGRAPHS DOMINIC BLACKMORE 
MODEL INGRID NICHOLLS 




95% of customers would recommend 
our expert installation service. 


At batHstore. we offer expert advice, design and fitting 
to give you complete peace of mind. In Fact, our nationwide 
Installation service is backed by a five year craftsmanship 
guarantee, bo, mom inspiration to mstairmioayour dream 
bathroom is in expert hands. 

stores nationwide * bathstore.com 


expert advice • expert design * expert fitting 


CASH CLEVER 

fDeawitok 


Get a cosy coastal look 
for less than £150 


Reinvent seaside style with inspiration from 
dramatic moody skies and the wild shoreline 

FOR WHERE TO BUY ITEMS SHOWN, TURN TO OUR SHOPPING DIRECTORY 




Bobble finish 

Add interest with a tactile 
cushion in tonal blues 

Woollen Pom cushion, 
Anthropologie 


Wonder weave 

Go for textured accessories 

Small Dove Grey Cloud basket, 
The Basket Room range, 
Notonthehighstreet.com 


£17.50 


Waves of colour 

The watery glaze gives 
a seascape effect 

Two vase, Idyll Home 


Stormy shades 

Team ocean hues with cloudy 
grey for a soothing scheme 

Parisian Blue pillowcases, 
The Linen Works 


£48 


Set in stone 

Concrete and marble 
provide a natural feel 

Large stone and glass 
hurricane lamp, John 
Lewis; marble candle, 
Marks & Spencer 


IDEAL ^ GREAT DEAL 

Get the look whatever your budget 


High impact 

Go bold with this 
dramatic print 

Berrow III Left 
print (H117cm x 
W87cm), Neptune 



£240 



Low tide 

Softer greys have 
a tranquil vibe 

Shi Shi Beach print 
(H122cm x W91cm), 
Alan Majchrowicz 
range, Art.co.uk 

£114 


Mix slate blues and 
warm greys to create 
a soft, tonal scheme, 
then add accessories 
with stripes, checks 
and dots for a 
cosy, casual feel 








YOUR RECEIPT 


TOTAL £149.50 


Cushion, 

Anthropologie £48 

Hurricane lamp, 

John Lewis £30 


Candle, 

Marks & Spencer. £8 


Vase, 

Idyll Home £17.50 


Basket, 

Notonthehighstreet.com £16 


Pillowcase, 

The Linen Works £30 
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Cosy coastal bedroom DECORATING IDEAS 
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DECORATING IDEAS Cosy coastal bedroom 




Opt for a lighter version of this look 
with a palette of pale blues and greys, 
or keep it nearly neutral using almost 
all white with highlights of inky blue. 

TRY IT IN THE LIVING ROOM 

Take a look at the Coastal range from 
Sainsbury’s for tactile finishes and 


bubbled glassware - perfect for giving 
your living room a fresh but cosy feel. 
...OR IN THE BATHROOM Create 
a relaxing space to unwind in with 
DunelnTs New Purity range, which 
includes textural wicker storage and 
hand-painted bathroom accessories. 


Find more cosy coastal 
buys on the high street 

Love this trend? Whether you want to try 
a lot of it or a little, here’s where to shop 


Clean finish 

Add hints of cobalt 
blue to a bathroom 

Tumbler, £3.99; lotion 
dispenser, £6.99; 
both Purity Dot range; 
Marble hand towel, 
£5.99; wicker basket, 
£3.99; all Dunelm 


Cool coastal 

seaside style with soft 
hues and natural textures 

Cushions, from £12 each; 
al ombre stripe throw, £30; 
vases, from £6 each; sailing 
boat object, £10; all Sainsbury’s 


Subtle pattern 

Keep it cosy with a 
herringbone design 

Moroccan blue throw, 
Sainsbury’s 

! f * 


£35 

for two 


Dip dye 

A gentle wash 
of grey gives this 
wicker basket 
a fresh look 

Ombre basket, 
Matalan 


Sea glass 

Use to display 
garden foliage 

Onion bottle 
vase, Furniture 
Village 


FIND ALL THE DETAILS (PREVIOUS PAGE) 


DECORATION AND FURNITURE Tranquil 
110505 wallpaper, £54 per roll, Harlequin. 

Floor painted in Woad 251 floor paint, £59 
for 2.5ltr, Little Greene. Jute and leather rug 
in natural and blue, £160, French Connection. 
Burdock king size bedstead in Desert, £595, 
Button & Sprung. Odin armchair, £650, Graham 
and Green. Baya side table, £395, Lombok. 
ON/NEAR BED Parisian Blue king size 
duvet cover, £195; Lens Charcoal housewife 
pillowcases, £30 each; Parisian Blue housewife 
pillowcases, £30 each; Parisian Blue Dot 
throw, £185; all The Linen Works. Agnes 


blanket, £185, Toast. Cushions, from left: 
Dimus in grey, £60, Lombok; made in Plateau 
Aqua/Slate/Hemp 131117, £46 per m, Harlequin; 
Dittisham dip dyed panel cushion, £70, Lauren 
Aston range, Notonthehighstreet.com. Willow 
chest, £90 for three, Soak & Sleep. Large 
Dove Grey Cloud basket, £39, The Basket 
Room range, Notonthehighstreet.com. 

Broad stripe blanket (on chest), £59.95, 

Idyll Home. Soft Bands throw (in basket), 
£14.99, Dunelm. ON CHAIR Woollen Pom 
cushion, £48, Anthropologie. ON SIDE TABLE 
Bermondsey oak table light, £100, Garden 


Trading. Skyline bowl, £110, Karen Howarth 
range, Madebyhandonline.com. Amberley 
jug, £18, Croft Collection range; Colour Theory 
Scandi photo frame, £15; both John Lewis. 
Small bowl, from a selection, Marks & Spencer. 
ON WALL Berrow III Left print, £240, Neptune. 
Lack wall shelf in white, £15, Ikea. ON SHELF 
(from left) Stone and glass large hurricane 
lamp, £30, John Lewis. Marble candle, £8, 
Marks & Spencer. Two vase, £17.50, Idyll Home. 
Scratched bottle vase in grey, £9.99, Dunelm. 
Small Dove Grey Cloud basket, £16, The 
Basket Room range, Notonthehighstreet.com 


36 | MARCH 2016 housetohome.co.uk/idealhomemagazine 


FEATURE HOLLY CATFORD, CAROL WORTLEY-BISHOP 
PHOTOGRAPHS DAVID BRITTAIN 


HARVEY [ ONES 

KITCHENS 
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Call now for your free brochure: 


BATH BATTERSEA BOURNEMOUTH BRENTWOOD BRISTOL CAMBRIDGE CARDIFF CHELTENHAM 
CHESTER CHICHESTER CHISLEHURST EDINBURGH FULHAM GLASGOW GUILDFORD HAMPSTEAD 
HARROGATE HOVE ISLINGTON LEAMINGTON SPA MARLOW MILTON KEYNES NOTTINGHAM 
NOTTINGHILL OXFORD SHEEN ST. ALBANS TUNBRIDGE WELLS WILMSLOW WINCHESTER WORCESTER 





PICK THE 

Perfect pattern 

Need inspiration? Check out the best 
of this season’s fabrics and wallpapers 

FOR WHERE TO BUY ITEMS SHOWN, TURN TO OUR SHOPPING DIRECTORY 


noose neutral Geometries 


WHY WE LOVE THEM Muted 
geometries have a calm feel 
thanks to their understated 
palette, while their structured 
patterns mean they’re still 
bold enough to create impact. 
They make an ideal backdrop 
or a good statement point in 
modern homes on which to 
layer stronger colour and prints. 
WHERE TO USE THEM Better 
suited to large rooms or feature 
walls, geometric wallpaper can 
be used to smarten up a neutral 
living or dining-room scheme, 
where it will add a contemporary 
touch while maintaining a 
classic look. Soft designs create 
a calm ambience in a bedroom 
- layer graphic cushions and 
throws on plain white bedding 


for a cosy feel, or frame your 
bed with an eye-catching 
striking hexagon design. 

HOW TO USE THEM Some 
intricate designs contain optical 
illusions and create a 3D effect, 
so use carefully. Patterned 
textiles look very effective on 
chairs, cushions and curtains, 
but stick to a simple palette 
and prints of a similar size so 
that the furnishings don’t clash 
or compete with each other. 
HOW TO ACCESSORISE 
THEM Team with linear pieces 
such as multifaceted vases, 
sculptural lighting and bold, 
angular furniture. Geometric 
rugs are a great way to inject 
a flash of pattern without 
monopolising the space. 


3 places to buy 

GRAPHIC 

| GEOMETRICS j 

Blendworth Try 

Montoro, a small-scale 
geometric fabric in 
the Parador collection, 
which has a mosaic- 
inspired design. From 
£40 per m. 
Myfabrics.co.uk Find 
hundreds of geometry- 
inspired fabrics in a 
range of colours and 
patterns, starting at 
just £4.75 per m. 

Villa Nova The Loki 
; collection of prints and 
weaves includes Attis, 
Adamas, Oshima and 
Loki, all featuring 
■ abstract geometric 
motifs, from £30 per m. 



tJ 


EASY ELEGANCE 
Layer patterns in the 
same palette for a 
sophisticated feel 

Footstool in Incanti 
Grey Mist, £75 per m, 
Ornare collection, Romo 



‘Choose 
geometric 
patterns in 
neutral colours 
to create a 
statement 
design without 
overpowering 
your scheme’ 

Karen Bray, 

Acting Features Editor 
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SMART SLUMBER 
A diamond trellis design 
based on a Thirties 
pattern is perfect for 
a glamorous bedroom 
Mimi in Light Grey, 

£89 per roll, Sandberg 
range, Wallpaperdirect 


BE SQUARE 
Soft geometric tile 
designs create a fresh 
contemporary feel 
in a kitchen-diner 
Chalk Tile wallpaper, 
£75 per roll, Peggy 
collection, Louise Body 


IDEAL GREAT DEAL 

W 

Spend or save on 3D geometric wallpapers 

BOX CLEVER 
This striking 
3D effect is ideal 
for a modern 
feature wall 
' f Muriva Cubix 
A wallpaper, Wilko 

£14.97 

Per roll 


TALL STORY \\\\\\ 

Ml 


named after a 
hotel in Florida 

Delano 105-7031 
wallpaper, 
Cole & Son 


£76 

per roll 


rWm 



Subtle 

symmetricals 

Update your scheme 
with geometric 
patterns 

1 

Jagged edges 

Metallic touches on this 
Aztec-inspired wallpaper 
enhance the simple print 

Muriva Eton in grey, 

£10.97 per roll, Wilko 



2 


Flower 
power 

This stylised floral 
would look great in 
a modern bedroom 

Vibration M1022, £12.98 
per roll, Wallpaperdirect 


3 


Angled effect 

Add a splash of colour 
with this tiered triangle 
print in a Scandi palette 

Textured Geo in Teal, 

£15 per roll, Next 


4 


Panelled pattern 

The clever use of 
shading on this design 
creates a 3D effect 

Geometric wood 
panelling UN3204, £15.98 
per roll, Wallpaperdirect 


5 


Oriental 

influences 

Go for detail with 
this intricate motif 

Juan White, £20 per 
roll, Graham & Brown 



More over the page... 
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THE TOP 10 WALLPAPERS 

...continued 


‘Geometric wallpaper 
is often designed 
with more than one 
shape, creating an 
interesting 3D effect’ 

Karen Bray, 

Acting Features Editor 


6 

Pretty pastels j 

The tile design and 
diagonal pattern have 
a hand-drawn effect 

Firle Tile, £75 per roll, 
Peggy collection, 
Louise Body 

0 * 

Square up ; 

Create a classic look 
with this linked lattice 
pattern in a soft shade 

Lattice W0051/05, 

£43 per roll, 
Clarke & Clarke : 

■ ' 8 

In shape ; 

Different angles 
reveal rows of triangles, 
squares and diamonds 

Remix 1625/909, £48 
per roll, Prestigious 


Wallcoverings 



Pattern power 

Use this design’s subtle 
tones to inspire your 
room’s colour palette 

Box Chequer, £49 per roll, 
Retrospectives collection, 
Little Greene 





, v 



Optical illusion j 

A design that seems 
to stretch to infinity 

Perception 75630, 

£58 per roll, Identity 
collection, Harlequin 



if \ f ft $ 

Ekeblad Green wallpaper, 
£70 per roll, Tradition, 
collection, Sandberg 
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WHAT’S NEW AT 


Sandber 



Edvin Green (left); Stola Grey; 
both £70 per roll, Tradition 
collection, Sandberg 


The Swedish design company’s new wallpaper 
collection is inspired by the country’s rich heritage 


THE COMPANY Based in western 
Sweden, the Sandberg Studio designs 
all of the Sandberg wallpapers in-house. 
Each piece is hand drawn and painted, 
with colours and patterns that are 
inspired by the Swedish landscape and 
its native plants and animals, as well 
as paying homage to the country’s 
historical and cultural heritage. The 
result is an original, contemporary 
range of premium wallpapers infused 
with a distinctive Swedish style. 

THE NEW COLLECTION Taking 
inspiration from designs spanning 
two centuries, Tradition is a historical 
collection of wallpapers from both 
grand manor houses and humble 
cottages. Comprising eight diverse 


designs, the collection is a stylish and 
modern reinterpretation of wallpapers, 
from rich 18th-century Rococo 
and Gustavian styles through to a 
reconstruction of a Twenties original. 
Featuring nature-inspired flora, 
fauna, birds and butterflies, as well as 
symmetrical patterns and medallion 
and stripe motifs, these timeless 
designs will look equally at home today 
as they did hundreds of years ago. 
WHY WE LOVE IT This unique 
collection gives a wonderful insight 
into the wallpapers that once formed 
the backdrop to Swedish life. From 
soft neutrals to dainty blues, these 
delicate prints are the perfect way 
to update a traditional look. 
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nat caught your eye first, 


the kitchen or the once 7 



Affordable luxur 


54 SHOWROOMS NATIONWIDE 

search for “Wren Kitchens" 


priced kitchen is for units only and does not include the price of any handles, worktops, appliances, sink, tap, 
props, accessories or small worktop appliances. Must be purchased in the exact configuration as offered by Wren No 
substitutions or alterations can be made. One per customer 


w?en 

KITCHENS 





COLOUR SCHOOL 


Lichen & 
limestone 

Reinvigorate your home with a fresh yet 
calm palette of pale green and soft beige 

FOR WHERE TO BUY ITEMS SHOWN, 

TURN TO OUR SHOPPING DIRECTORY 


Found in nature, these airy shades are easy 
partners. Use an equal mix of the two, then add 
shots of bright white to stop them looking murky. 
Subtle colour mixes need pattern for interest, 
so work in textural and botanical prints, and 
use faux or real plants and flowers to underline 
the colour palette’s natural inspiration 






Listen up 

Tune into calming 
music, then sit 
back and relax 

Revival R260 radio 
in Leaf Green, £110, 
Roberts Radio 


Go green 

Keep lighting 
subtle with this 
pastel-pale 
pendant 

PI pendant in 
Pale Moss, £195, 
Lightyears range, 
Nest.co.uk 




Soft touch 

Create comfort with 
plush velvet textures 

Pale Olive cushion, £28, 
Phoenix range, Made.com 


In bloom 

Add accessories that 
are inspired by nature 

Grasses table lamp, 
£65, John Lewis 


Craft work 

Pick delicate pieces 
with an organic look 

Nest bowl in Rose 
Soft Pink, £22, 
French Connection 


Nature lover 

Go botanical with 
your artwork 

Tableau X. Feuilles 
print, from £14.95, 
King & McGaw 


THE PALETTE 

Go natural with these 
relaxed shades 


LEAF GREEN Keep the 
look fresh with this hue 
SOOTHING PUTTY 

Choose this soft shade 
to add warmth and depth 

CREAMY NEUTRAL 

A great off-white for walls 



China Clay 
matt emulsion, 
£14.99 for 2.5ltr, 
Johnstone’s 


Linen Wash 
Absolute 
Emulsion, £27 
for 2.5ltr, Little 
Greene 



Team pale 
limestone walls 
with accessories 
in shades of green, 
then add flowers 
and plants for 
a calm, airy feel 
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IDEAL HOME MOODBOARD 

Lichen & Limestone 


For details of this moodboard, 
turn to page 22 
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More ways 
with limestone 


Try it with... BLACK 

Smarten it up with a 
monochrome look. Be 
subtle with black frames 
or fabrics, or go all-out 
with a dark feature wall 


Black 

beauty 

Choose a 
bold floral trail 

Lloyd wallpaper, 
£34 per roll, 
Laura Ashley 


/ 

Warm up a cool 
scheme with 


Go for contrast by 
teaming limestone 
with black accents 


hits of orange 
H’ 





- .vJ 


Try it with... 

TERRACOTTA 

For a Mediterranean- 
inspired look, team 
this stony shade with 
warming terracotta. 
Add brick-coloured 
accent pieces and 
tonal prints to liven 
up the neutral base 



Stay in neutral 

WV905 Wool Venice 

Fawn, £55 per m, 

Crucial Trading 
■ 




Prints charming 

Statement patterns help 
tie the shades together 

Austin Henna fabric, 
£62.50 per m, Tremont 
collection, Romo 


DECORATION AND FURNITURE Walls painted in 
Drop Cloth Estate Emulsion, £38 for 2.5ltr, Farrow 
& Ball. Herb Garden B402 flooring, £40 per sq m, 
Bell Twist collection, Brintons. Ektorp three-seater 
sofa in Blekinge White, £275; Ektorp Jennylund 
armchair in Sagmyra Grey Check, £165; both Ikea. 
Arundel oak coffee table, £590; Chichester 4ft 
glazed rack dresser in French Grey, £1,850; both 
Neptune. Console table, £550; side table, £375; 
both Flinton range, Laura Ashley. Outdoor arched 
window mirror, £125, Cox & Cox. ON COFFEE 
TABLE Wild Flower jam jar, £3.45, Rose & Grey. 
Bothy pot, £6.50; recycled-glass tumbler, £26.50 
for four; both Garden Trading. TY5 tray, £19, 
Scumble Goosie; painted in Lichen Estate Eggshell, 
£53 for £2.5ltr, Farrow & Ball. Hand-made pressed 
flower jug, £90, Petersham Nurseries. Elegant 
recycled-glass vase, £17.50, Pastel Lane. ON/ 
NEAR SOFA Cushions made in (from left): Linara 


Lovage 2494/250, £35.50 per m, Romo; Dawn 
Chorus in Linden/Slate, £32 per m, Sanderson; 
Dardanella 120415 in Linden/Emerald, £42 per m, 
Harlequin; Milani Lovage 7729/22, £55 per m, 
Romo; Dardanella 120415 in Linden/Emerald, 
as before; Anoushka Plains 130053 in silver, £48 
per m, Harlequin. Wood basket, £35, Idyll Home. 
Dylan Check Steel throw, £50, Laura Ashley. 

ON CHAIR Cushions made in: Dawn Chorus in 
Linden/Slate; Linara Lovage 2494/250; both as 
before. Herringbone throw in Sage, £89.95, 
Bronte By Moon. ON SIDE TABLE Wild Flower 
jamjar, as before. Jacinthe bulb vase, £9.90, 

Hen & Hammock. Medium Megeve table lamp in 
reclaimed elm, £105, Garden Trading. ON/NEAR 
CONSOLE TABLE Hanging birdcage feeder, £45 
for two, Cox & Cox. Potted Boston faux fern, 
£29.50, Rose & Grey. Jacinthe bulb vases, as 
before. Wave vase, £25, Idyll Home. Tall Megeve 


table lamp in reclaimed elm, £135, Garden 
Trading. Smoked oak hanging poster frame, 

£36; Urban Botanicals fern print, £55; both 
Rose & Grey. ON/IN DRESSER (from top left) 
Wirework nesting trug in Gooseberry, £42 for 
two, Garden Trading. Mini cloches, £11 each, 

Hen & Hammock. Botanical Fern Study No3 
art print, £16.50, Notonthehighstreet.com. 

Muddy Green crackle-glazed decorative 
ceramic bottle, £12.50, Pastel Lane. Wave 
vase; hanging birdcage feeder; both as before. 
Potted frosted snowdrops, £10.50 each, Rose 
& Grey. Botanical Fern Study Nol art print, £16.50, 
Notonthehighstreet.com. Hand-made pressed- 
flower vase, £165, Petersham Nurseries. Fern 
vase, £25, Debenhams. Victorian terracotta 
plant pots, from a selection, Petersham Nurseries. 
Wirework nesting trug, as before. Potted frosted 
hellebore, £11.50 each, Rose & Grey 
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LoaPing out 
never PelG so 
sophisticated 


Give your living room 3 stylish look with the Liberate s broad dean 
lines and luxury Italian inspired design, harveysfurnfture.co.uk 

Liberate Sofa in grey leather shown with Marylebone Storage Coffee Table 

MNl 


COLLECTION 


HaRvevs 







SMART IDEAS FOR 




Take down those dusty drapes and give 
your windows a fresh new look for spring 


O ne of the easiest ways to 
give a room a new look 
is to update the window 
treatment. Whether it’s 
a colourful sweep of floral fabric 
that brightens up a wintry room 
come springtime, or statement- 
making shutters in an unexpected 
colour choice, it can make the 
world of difference to a room. 

Before you consider materials, 
set aside the style options and think 


first about the practicalities: the 
size and shape of the windows; 
how much light and privacy you 
will need; and how much you 
can afford to spend. 

With these essentials in mind, 
deciding on a style, pattern and 
colour will fall into place more 
easily. WeVe come up with some 
bright new ideas and practical 
advice to help you, so you can 
create the look you want with ease. 


IDEA 

Try full-height 
shutters as an 
alternative to curtains 
at floor-to-ceiling 
or French 
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a statement 

as an eye-catching 
alternative to traditional white or 
wooden shutters, and create a 
ing feature in a neutral room. 
Add accessories in the same 
colour to pull the look together 
Blue louvred shutters, from £290 
per sq m for standard colours, 
or £320 per sq m for custom 
finishes, Shutterly Fabulous 


Window updates DECORATING IDEAS 



A lace panel provides 
privacy, diffuses the 
light and gives a hint 
of vintage glam 

For similar curtains, 
try the Alvine Spets, 
£10 per pair, Ikea 


‘Make narrow 
fjt windows seem wider 
by extending the 
curtain pole past the window 
(around 30cm each side). 
Pull back curtains to leave 
most of the glass exposed’ 

LISA FAZZANI, SHOPPING EDITOR 


Customise ready-rflades 
or give old curtain: 
a new lease of life 
by sewing on a ch< 
trim or fringing 1 
For a similar 
pompom trim, try the 
selection at Dunelm 


£rf 

aT* 4 
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Free 


Designed 
for comfort 




Energy Saving 
Lining 


blinds2go 

made to measure, made simple 




By combining the softest 
fabrics with exclusive 
designs we've created a 
roman blind that's tailor 
made for your comfort. 
Perfect folds time after 
time and a choice of 
practical lining options 
makes them perfect for 
a lounge, a bedroom or 
any other snug space. 


* 


With unrivalled 
choice, free samples 
guarantee 
products, 
see just why 
we've covered over 4 
million windows 
to date. - 


New website now live at www.blinds-2go.co uk 




Window updates DECORATING IDEAS 


Create symmetry 

Unify a pair of side-by-side 
windows by dressing them 
identically. For a grand, 
sumptuous effect, double up 
with Roman blinds teamed with 
floor-length curtains hung 
from poles - a formal treatment 
that suits tall, narrow windows 
in period properties 
Curtains in Harewood Dijon fabric, 
from £235 for a W100 x L160cm 
curtain; blinds in Sion Mimosa 
fabric, from £166 for a W60 x 
L60cm blind; both Style Studio 


Add pattern to glazing 

A more stylish option than 
frosted or textured glass, 
decorative film can help you 
maintain privacy without 
sacrificing natural light in your 
room. Perfect for street-facing 
windows or kitchens and 
bathrooms where floaty voiles 
or curtains might get in the way, 
laser-cut patterns like this dotty 
design add a decorative touch 
Frostbrite FB041 film, from 
£21 for a 50cm sq panel, 

The Window Film Company 


IDEA 

Order window 
film pre-cut to your 
own specifications, 
so you can apply 
it yourself with 
ease 




‘For a neat effect, hang blinds 
inside the window recess if 
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there is one, or outside the 
window frame if there is no recess’ 

MICHELA COLLING, STYLE EDITOR 



Choose a medium- 
format pattern for a 
blind in a small room 

Roman blind in Athyrium, 
from £46.45 for a W50cm 
x L50cm blind, Tuiss 
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Go for cafe chic 

Brighten up a kitchen window 
with a cheery cafe-style curtain 
- perfect if you need a little 
privacy at an overlooked 
window without blocking out 
too much light. Make your own 
with a short length of fabric - 
just hem the bottom and sew a 
channel slot at the top then slip 
onto a telescopic curtain rod 
Telescopic tension rods, from 
£3.30 for a L60-100cm rod, Wilko 


Make a seasonal swap 

It’s a good idea to swap heavy 
winter drapes for something 
lighter and airier in spring. 

Make it a doddle with easy- 
to-sew tie-top curtains in a 
lightweight fabric. They’ll need 
no linings, rings or tapes - you 
simply tie them into place on 
your curtain pole, job done 
Delphine fabric in Charcoal 
F0428/01, £19 per m, Clarisse 
collection, Clarke & Clarke 



mades, 


‘Don’t skimp on the length of 
curtains - they should always 
touch the floor. With ready- 
buy longer and hem them’ 


HOLLY CATFORD, ACTING STYLE AND DECORATING ASSISTANT 



KNOW YOUR CURTAIN HEADINGS 

The heading you choose can have a dramatic effect on the overall look. Here’s all the essential info you need... 



PENCIL PLEATS 

Suitable for tracks 
or poles and most 
fabrics, this simple 
heading is made 
using curtain tape, 
which has cords that 
are pulled to gather 
the fabric into pleats. 



TRIPLE PINCH 
PLEATS 

More formal than the 
pencil style, these 
pleats are held in 
place with stitching. 

It uses more fabric 
in order to create a 
fuller-looking curtain. 



GOBLET 

This sumptuous 
gathering made 
of sewn in goblet 
shapes is ideal for 
formal rooms. It uses 
more fabric than 
standard pleats and 
suits heavy fabrics. 



CARTRIDGE 

A contemporary 
version of the goblet, 
the pleats form large, 
cylindrical folds, not 
sewn into place, to 
give a more relaxed 
look. It also suits 
heavier fabrics. 


EYELET 

Modern and unfussy, 
this has metal eyelets 
that slot straight onto 
a pole. It uses less 
fabric than standard 
headings and can 
be used with light or 
heavyweight fabrics. 


°TEL 

r 


TAB TOPS 

An informal heading 
made with loops of 
fabric sewn to the top 
of a curtain panel. 
Slips directly onto the 
curtain pole and is 
suitable for light and 
heavyweight fabrics. 
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HILLARYS 

Make a window. Make a room. 



Joya Aqua Valance Rollers 


For a look you'll love living with, choose Hillarys made-to-measure window dressings. With a wide range of styles available, 
our collection will leave you spoilt for choice. And not only that, there's hundreds of colours to choose from, including contemporary 

brights and geometric patterns as well as soothing creams and greys. 


13 * 0 © 


TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT WITH YOUR LOCAL ADVISOR 
VISIT HILLARYS.CO.UK OR CALL 0800 916 6501 


JBauHque 

HOTEL SPY 




aslet 


We took a sneak peek into this 
gorgeous hotel to bring you luxe style 
inspiration anyone can steal 

FOR WHERE TO BUY ITEMS SHOWN, TURN TO OUR SHOPPING DIRECTORY 


LOCATION Set across five Victorian 
mansions on Pembridge Gardens, 

The Laslett is less than a minute’s 
walk from London’s Notting Hill Gate 
tube station - which means it is ideal 
for exploring the local scene, but is 
within easy reach of the city centre. 
ROOMS The Laslett has 51 bedrooms 
that look and feel more like a friend’s 
stylish town house than a hotel, and 
range from cleverly compact ‘spare 
rooms’ to super-spacious ‘master 
bedroom suites’, giving the hotel 
a home-from-home vibe. Modern 
furniture from British names, such 
as Pinch Design, sits alongside more 
quirky items, including antique-shop 
finds and photographs by local artists. 
FAMOUS FOR Celebrating its local 
heritage. In a neighbourhood as 


fabled as Notting Hill, this newcomer 
has its own tale to tell. Taking its 
name from Rhaune Laslett, the 
organiser of the Notting Hill Festival 
(later retitled Carnival), and with its 
Henderson Bar named after the late 
jazz musician and local personality 
Russell ‘Russ’ Henderson, the hotel 
takes inspiration from the area’s 
vibrant, cool culture. 

CELEBRITY GUESTS Having only 
opened late last summer, The Laslett 
is too young to give the names of any 
of its more notable guests. However, 
being nestled in such an affluent and 
trendy part of town, with stars such 
as Stella McCartney, Robbie Williams 
and Claudia Schiffer all having homes 
in the area, spotting a celeb while 
you’re out and about should be easy. 


YOU CAN BUY THE LOOK... ? 



The Laslett 


8 Pembridge 
Gardens, 

Notting Hill, 
London W2 4DU 


From £250 per 
night for a standard 
double room, 
including breakfast 


020 7792 6688; 
living-rooms.co.uk 


HOTEL 


CONTACT 


Fine lines 



Dark nights 

Curl up in a cocooning bed 

Cameron double bed in 


Add personality with a 
mix of elegant drawings 

The Gold Cuff poster, 
Jessica Durrant 
range, AllPosters 


£44.99 



All square 

Include some 
tonal textiles 

Quaternio red 
throw, Zuzunaga 


£199 

Place at the end of the bed 
for a contemporary feel 

Jenson bench, Made.com 


Low light 

Go for a classic 
design in an 
understated colour 

Duo pendant, Heal’s 
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FEATURE HOLLY CATFORD 



Good all rounder 

Has a compact shelf 
for your bedside bits 

Clyde side table in 
walnut, Pinch Design 


IDEAL Q GREAT DEAL 

Get the look whatever the budget 



. 


m 


£43.50 £24.49 

for2.5ltr for2.5ltr 


LOVE 
THE LOOK 

Layer nickel, pewter and 
soothing heather for a 
calming scheme, then add 
interest with subtle prints 


Quiet time 

Use this pale shade to give 
your room a soothing feel 

Mono Intelligent Matt Emulsion, 
Little Greene 


Grey day 

A classic grey that teams 
well with white woodwork 

Grey Steel 2 matt emulsion, 
Paint Mixing range, Dulux 


For more moodhoards 
turn to page 22 
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REPLACING AN UNINSPIRING. 
SEVENTIES BUNGALOW 
WITH A TWO-STOREY, 
CONTEMPORARY 
HOME WITH 
ECLECTIC DECOR 


reakihg the rules has 


Find it hard to pick just one style of decor? Follow Jo and Mark Fitzgerald’s 
lead and mix up different looks for a unique, show-stopping interior 

FOR WHERE TO BUY ITEMS SHOWN, TURN TO OUR SHOPPING DIRECTORY 
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Detached new build HOME IDEAS 


Q Dining area 

A confident mix of pieces 
from different periods and 
styles creates a dramatic look 

Kartell Louis Ghost chair, £230; 
Vitra Panton ‘S’ chairs, £207 



each; all John Lewis. For a 
similar table, try the Westbury, 
£375, The Cotswold Company 
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Take the 60-SECQND TOUR 

BOUGHT FOR I SPENT { NOW WORTH 

£450,000 £460,000 £1.2million 



0 Living area 

The couple kept the background 
neutral. ‘There are a few pops of 
colour, but I want the items in this 
room to be the focus,’ says Jo 

For a similar sofa, try the Eleanor, 
£2,549, Furniture Village. For a 
similar pendant, try the Chipsy, 
£218, Eglo range, Ocean Lighting 



THE PROPERTY 

A five-bedroom, detached 
self-build in Croyde, Devon. The 
site was bought in January 2013. 

WHAT IT COST 

Building work 

Kitchen 

Bathrooms 

Flooring 

Decorating and 

furniture 

TOTAL 

WHO LIVES HERE 

Jo and Mark Fitzgerald live here 
with their three children, Finley, 
12, Leo, 10, and Eva, eight. Mark 
runs a recycling business. 


THE LOOK 

Spacious, light rooms are filled 
with an eclectic mix of vintage 
and modern furniture. Large 
statement pieces and colourful 
accessories provide interest 
against a neutral backdrop. 

LESSONS LEARNED 

Research and plan ahead 
as much as possible. I had 
wanted polished-concrete 
flooring in the downstairs 
living areas , but didn't realise 
in time that it needs a certain 
depth, which we didn't have. 

I ended up having to hunt 
quickly for an alternative 
floor surface. 


£395,000 

£10,000 

£20,000 

£25,000 

£10,000 

£ 460,000 



GROUND FLOOR ► 
The front door opens into an 
open-plan living, kitchen and dining 
area. There’s an office and a loo off 
this room, and a corridor leads to 
a TV room and a guest bedroom 


◄ FIRST FLOOR 
Finley and Leo’s bedrooms and 
shared bathroom are at the front 
of the house, while the main 
bedroom and Eva’s bedroom, 
both with en suites, are at the rear 
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Detached new build HOME IDEAS 








mm 


‘I always go for strong pieces that 
can hold their own, but I don’t think 
you have to stick to one single look. 
My only rule is there are no rules’ 
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HOME IDEAS Detached new build 


S erial renovators Jo and Mark 
Fitzgerald had lived in several 
properties in their home city of 
Birmingham, but the idea of a more 
relaxed, rural lifestyle was always in 
the back of their minds. 'We wanted 
to improve our work-life balance/ says Jo. 

'A home by the sea and the outdoor life that 
comes with it was always top of our wish list/ 
But it was only when Jo was chatting with a 
friend who had recently settled in Devon that 
things started to fall into place. 'She said, "Why 
don’t you come here? It’s got everything you talk 
about.” I knew that she was right/ says Jo. 

Within months, the couple had sold up and 
were house-hunting in the county’s surfing 
hotspot of Croyde. Things were challenging 
from the start. 'The high prices were a shock/ 
says Jo. 'There was limited choice within our 
budget and, although we weren’t fazed by the 
idea of doing work on a property, everything 
we saw needed major refurbishment.’ 

They eventually bought a two-bedroom, 
Seventies bungalow, with the idea of 
modernising and extending it, but, as they 


discussed ideas with their builders, it became 
clear that they’d have to rethink their plans. 

'The bungalow wasn’t especially well built 
or attractive, but it was on a good-sized plot/ 
explains Jo. 'We were advised to knock it down 
and start again. Building a house had never 
been on the agenda before, but there’s definitely 
a frustrated designer in me. The prospect was 
nerve-racking, but exciting, too.’ 

Working with an architect, Jo drew up plans 
for a bold, contemporary, two-storey family 
home. Her previous renovation projects had 
given her plenty of experience when it came to 
deciding how their new house should feel and 
function. 'In a previous property, we’d had a 
separate dining room that we rarely went into, 
and I learned from that/ she says. 'I think every 
inch of a house should be lived in and used.’ 

A light-filled, open-plan kitchen, dining and 
living area was a must-have, so too was a guest 
suite, separate bedrooms for Finley, Leo and Eva, 
and a TV room, where the children could relax. 
Once the design was finalised and planning 
permission granted, the family moved into a 
short-term let. The bungalow was demolished 
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© Living area 

To create a sense of flow 
and continuity in the 
open-plan layout, the 
same porcelain floor 
tiles were used in the 
different living areas 
New York Brooklyn tiles, 
£45 per sq m, Mandarin 
Stone. For a similar table 
lamp, try Chrome tripod, 
£135, Giltwood Gallery 


© Kitchen 

A trio of contemporary 
pendant lights creates 
a focal point over the 
island, which doubles 
as a breakfast bar 
Grande lampshades, £80 
each, Habitat. For similar 
reclaimed metal letters, 
try In The Woodshed 


v 


£18 


Keep it simple 

Go for elegance with a 
fluted, two-tone design 

Large serving jug, The 
Contemporary Home 


3 of the best 

RUSTIC POTTERY 


c* ‘9 




£39.95 


Go Greek 

An uneven glaze gives this 
piece an aged appearance 

Birkdale squat vase, 
One World Trading 


| I 

£26.50 .| 




Stormy grey 

The firing process creates 
this dramatic glaze 

Broste Nordic Sea jug, 
The Scandinavian Shop 
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HOME IDEAS Detached new build 



and the build began. Jo and Mark felt the 
pressure from day one. They had just six months 
to get the new house habitable, before their 
rental contract expired. The pace was slower 
than Jo had expected and, within weeks, their 
budget was rapidly being reached. 'Huge bills 
were coming in and we were going to run out 
of money if I didn’t do something/ she says. 

So, with Mark away working for much of the 
time, Jo shouldered the task of project-managing 
the build, overseeing finances and sourcing 
all the materials. She spent her evenings online, 
researching components and tracking down 
the best prices for every item, from bath taps 
to windows and guttering. During the day, she 
worked alongside the building team, laying 
underfloor heating pipes, fitting insulation and 
shifting tonnes of building materials. 'Labour 
was a big part of the overall cost and we needed 
to save money/ she explains. 'Mark and I had 


a big "to-do” list every weekend, leaving no 
time to meet new people, take the children 
out or just relax. It was stressful for everyone/ 
However, they pressed on and managed to 
move in within the six months. Most of the 
interior was still undecorated and the outside was 
shrouded in weatherproof sheeting, but they had 
heating, bedrooms and a functioning kitchen and 
bathrooms. From then on, tasks were completed 
as their finances allowed, and Jo did as much as 
she could herself. 'I couldn’t spend thousands on 
a decorator, so I painted all the bare plaster walls, 
which took about four weeks/ she says. 'My 
elbows ached, but it just had to be done.’ 

Jo’s very personal interior style is a feast for 
the eyes. Vibrant colours pop out against a 
neutral backdrop, and iconic modern furniture 
sits alongside weathered wooden pieces, 
eye-catching artwork, feature lighting and 
rustic, artisan pottery. She shops widely on 


0 TV room 

The children’s space 
is bursting with bright 
colours, with a bold 
wall panel and vibrant 
cushions. Jo spray- 
painted the French mirror 
to give it a new look 
Circus wallpaper panel, 
£335, Cole & Son range, 
Rockett St George. For 
a similar sofa, try Dillon 
corner sofa in Duck Egg, 
£2,499, Sofa Workshop 
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O Finley’s room 

Jo created her own 
geometric mural behind 
the bed, using masking 
tape to ensure crisp lines. 
Pops of bright red and 
orange lift the grey and 
white scheme 
Brasa pendant light, 

£39, Ikea. Cobweave 
green throw, £48.99, 
Tweedmill range, Coast 
& Country Interiors 


Q Bathroom 

Finley and Leo share the 
monochrome bathroom, 
which is accessed 
through a sliding door 
in each bedroom. 

‘I wanted a masculine 
feel and something a bit 
out of the ordinary 
in here,’ says Jo 
Geometric Cube Decor 
floor tiles, £96 per sq m, 
Mandarin Stone 
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‘I think every inch 
of a house should be 
lived in and used’ 


O tain bedroom 

With a pale ash floor and 
white walls, the room 
could take the inky-blue 
colour Jo wanted for the 
feature wall. She painted 
the canvas herself 
Walls painted in Deep Sea 
Dive emulsion, £21.98 for 
2.5ltr, Valspar range, B&Q. 
Ottori bed, £1,400, Habitat 


© Guest bedroom 

Curtains brought from 
the couple’s previous 
home inspired the 
opulent gold and grey 
colour scheme. The 
artwork was an eBay find 
Scribble Stem duvet cover, 
£80, Orla Kiely range, John 
Lewis. For a similar mirror, 
try the Kelford, £78, Wayfair 


the high street and is an avid online bargain- 
hunter, but her favourite venues are French 
flea markets. 'I always go for strong pieces that 
can hold their own, but I don’t think you have 
to stick to one single look/ says Jo. 'My only 
rule is that there are no rules/ 

With the house finally finished, the family 
is now immersed in the local community 
and enjoying the outdoor life they relocated 
for. Jo has taken on a new challenge, running 
a B&B from the house (ellevencroyde.co.uk), 
with guests staying in the downstairs suite. 

Looking back, the couple can see how they 
could have made the building process easier, but 
there are no regrets. 'We weren’t well-prepared, 
especially financially/ Jo admits. 'Even so, if we 
hadn’t had that can-do attitude, we’d never have 
achieved what we have. I’m proud of what we’ve 
created and I can see us doing it again one day.’ 
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FEATURE ANNABELLE GRUNDY STYLING AND PHOTOGRAPHS COLIN POOLE 
BOX COPY LISA FAZZANI PLANS PERSONA-ID 


Detached new build HOME IDEAS 




: 



Finley’s room 

A zigzag book 
shelf makes a 


bold statement 


For a similar shelf 
try the Great, 
£41.99, Tesco 


DON’T MISS 

the details 


Pops of bright colour and 
an unusual assortment of 
accessories add interest 
to the neutral 
% rooms y 


© Dining area 

Leftover cladding 
from the porch was 
used to create a 
textured feature wall 

For a similar statue, try 
the greyhound, £38, 


® Kitchen- 

A classic French- 
style range is 
updated in a bright, 
modern colour 

Rangemaster Elise 
100 range cooker, 


© Living room 

Jo loves her set of 
French confit pots 

For similar antique 
pots, try The Hoarde 


T1KFZ5T 
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HOME IDEAS Detached new build 



Get Jo’s look 

Mix up styles to create a living space that’s full of character 

FOR WHERE TO BUY ITEMS SHOWN, TURN TO OUR SHOPPING DIRECTORY 




£299 


Shimmer and shine 

Glam it up with a retro touch 

Capiz rectangular chandelier 
(H38.5cm x W77cm x D37cm), 
West Elm range, John Lewis 


Floral fancy 

Use pretty 
watercolours to add 
a colourful, painterly 
touch to a room 

Camilla cushion, 
Bluebellgray 



Cattle drive 

Add a Western element 
with this quirky skull 

White Bison leather 
skull, In-Spaces 



Dual purpose 

Try this mango-wood 
bench as a console 

Sleeper bench (H38cm 
x W30cm x L180cm), 
French Connection 


£320 


£ 2,535 


Family friendly 


£ 3,992 


Impressive 

investment 

An iconic piece 

Vitra Eames lounge 
chair in black leather 
(H84cm x W84cm x 
D91cm), Heal’s 


This corner sofa has room for everyone 

Anastasia sofa with footstool in Industry Plain Grey 
(H81cm x W285cm x D258cm), Furniture Village 



Pearly bright 

Perfect for smaller spaces 

Eglo Chipsy pendant 
(H39.5cm x diameter 38cm), 
Ocean Lighting 

/ 


Trophy head ^ 

This resin sculpture 
has an authentic feel 

Ram’s skull sculpture, 
Melody Maison 


£ 27.75 


* 




£ 39.95 


Big blooms 

Try this busy 
abstract design 
for a floral hit 

Watercolour 
Floral Brights 
linen cushion, 
Red Lilly 



£645 


Carbon copy 

If you’re on a budget, 
this reproduction 
is a good option 

Eames lounge 670 chair 
(H83cm x W84cm x 
D80cm), Voga 


£259 


Rustic charm 

Made from solid fir, this 
bench has bags of character 

Iona bench (H44cm x W40cm 
x L240cm), Made.com 



£810 


Tailored style 

A chic, boxier design 

Kivik sofa and chaise longue 
in Isunda Grey (H83cm x 
W318cm x D163cm), Ikea 
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FIND MORE READER HOMES AT housetohome.co.uk/house-tours 


FEATURE LISA FAZZANI PHOTOGRAPH COLIN POOLE 




hudson compact desk 

£249 


retro circles dining chair 

£99 


S side table 

£129 


luca glass extending dining table 

£ 999 ' 





new spring catalogue out now 

request your copy at dwell.co.uk/ih 


Tottenham Court Road | Westfield White City | Westfield Stratford | New Malden | Reading | Oxford 
Slough I Barton Square | Princes Square & Tollcross, Glasgow 


‘We took our time 
to get perfect results’ 

A sensitive update is sometimes all that’s needed to create 
a stylish family home, as Jo and Dominic Arnold’s house proves 
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CHANGE 


EXTENDING THE GROUND 
FLOOR TO CREATE AN 
OPEN-PLAN LIVING 
SPACE, ENLARGING THE 
BATHROOM AND 
CREATING AN 
EN SUITE 



i 


I 


I 

i 
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HOME IDEAS Victorian terrace 



Take the 60-SECOND TOUR 


BOUGHT FOR 

£ 350,000 


SPENT 

£100,000 


NOW WORTH 

£ 800,000 


THE PROPERTY 

A four-bedroom, terraced, 
Victorian house in Brighton, 
East Sussex, built in 1880. The 
owners bought it in July 2005. 


WHAT IT COST 

Building work 

Plumbing 

Electrics 

Kitchen 

Solar panels 

Bifold doors 

Garden room 

Furniture and 

soft furnishings 

TOTAL 


£33,000 

£10,000 

£10,000 

£ 8,000 

£5,000 

£6,000 

£18,000 

£10,000 

£ 100,000 



WHO LIVES HERE 

Dominic and Jo Arnold live 
here with their three children, 
Georgia, 14, Poppy, 13, and 
Daisy, seven. Dominic is director 
of his own property consultancy 
and Jo splits her time between 
running the home and helping 
out as a design consultant for 
Dominic’s company. 


THE LOOK 

Understated, practical and 
elegant, with a strong focus on 
Scandinavian and French design. 

LESSONS LEARNED 

Take your time when you 
move into a house to find out 
how you’ll actually use the 
space on a day-to-day basis. 



▲ GROUND FLOOR 
The living room is at the 
front, leading through to 
another living area and 
the kitchen. The dining 
area at the rear has 
access to a utility room 



▲ SECOND FLOOR 
Georgia’s bedroom 
and en suite are 
in the converted loft 

*u 




◄ FIRST FLOOR 
The main bedroom is at 
the front of the house, 
with Daisy’s bedroom 
adjacent to it. Poppy’s 
bedroom is at the back 
of the house, next to 
the main bathroom 
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0 Kitchen-diner 


Having no wall units 
maximises the feeling 
of light and space. Jo 
ensured there is plenty 
of undercounter storage 
Bespoke units, £7,900, 
Cocoon Property; painted 
in Manor House Grey 
Estate Eggshell, £65 
for 5ltr, Farrow & Ball 


> 
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© ning area 

Bifold doors open up 
the room to the garden. 
Painted furniture lends 
subtle colour and interest 
to the white scheme 
For a similar dining table, 
try the Sophia farmhouse 
table, £1,525, Oka. For 
a similar mirror, try the 
Clematis, £93, Wayfair 


J o and Dominic Arnold caught the 
building bug while living in their 
previous house - a Victorian villa 
in East Sussex. 'It was a top-to- 
bottom refurbishment/ explains Jo. 
'Our daughter, Georgia, was a baby 
at the time and we ended up corralled in one 
room for several months while the work took 
place. Perversely though, we enjoyed it and 
that’s what spurred us on to tackle other 
projects, including our current home/ 

Having worked on various properties in 
and around the Brighton area for their work, 
the couple increasingly appreciated the 
charm and wonderful seaside location of 
the town, and Jo spotted their present house 
while she was viewing another one nearby. 

'Dominic and I were both really taken with it/ 
she says. 'It was in a quiet area, nestled between 
two parks, not too far from the sea and within 
walking distance of good schools. And, best 
of all, there was plenty of scope to make this 
property our own. After working on so many 
other people’s homes, it was great to be able 
to focus on creating something special for us.’ 

As managing director of his own property- 
development company, Dominic and his 
staff were used to dealing with demanding 
clients. However, when he and Jo instructed 


O kitchen 

A vintage shelf provides 
a focal point above 
the sink. Below, open 
shelves break up a 
run of units and make 
crockery easy to access 
For a similar wall shelf, 
try the Country Kitchen 
peg rail shelf, £59.99, 
Abode Boutique 


Victorian terrace HOME IDEAS 



© Family room 

Mirrors and white walls 
help to bounce light 
around the internal space, 
while wooden furniture 
adds warmth to the room 
For a similar armchair, 
try the Glenmore 
upholstered occasional 
chair, £550, Laura Ashley 


3 of the best 

WOVEN STORAGE 




£69 

for three 


Top trio 

Lined in hessian, 
these have a rustic look 

Randwick baskets, 
One World Trading 


Paired up 

These fabric-lined baskets 
come in grey or white 

Grey willow storage 
baskets, Wilko 


Soft option 

We love the chunky 
weave in grey felt 

Felt baskets with 
handles, At No 67 


£8 

for two 


£.9750 

tor three 
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his firm, Cocoon Property, to redesign their 
new house, expectations were understandably 
rather high. The team that worked on the 
project told us we were their most “discerning” 
clients to date/ says Jo. 'I decided to take 
that as a compliment/ 

Sensibly, the Arnolds decided to live in 
the property for a year or so before doing any 
work to it. This allowed them to decide how 
best to use the space for their needs, and also 
to see how the light would fall in the rooms 
at different times of the day. 

It was time well spent, as they decided to 
reconfigure some of the existing rooms and 
build a small extension into the side return. 

The work was relatively straightforward, as it 
came within permitted development rights and, 
therefore, didn’t require planning permission. 

Thanks to the extension, the ground floor 
now has a utility room, cloakroom and a wider 
kitchen. The couple kept the front living room 
as it was, but altered the rest of the downstairs 
layout. 'By demolishing the supporting wall 
between the family room and hallway, we 
created a large, open-plan living area/ says Jo. 
'We kept the double-glazed doors between the 
living room and the rest of the ground floor, so 
we can open up the entire space if we want to/ 

Upstairs, the couple enlarged the family 
bathroom by taking a little space from an 



adjoining bedroom, while the attic room 
was replanned in order to fit in an en suite. 

Jo was also keen to implement Dominic’s 
idea of installing solar panels. 'We wanted 
to minimise our carbon impact and, 
simultaneously, reduce our energy bills/ she 
explains. 'It is a long-term investment, of 
course, but we have already seen a return.’ 
Another energy-saving idea the couple had 
was to insulate the downstairs floor to reduce 
draughts. 'One of the things I enjoy most about 
the house is the beautiful, exposed, original 
floorboards/ says Jo. 'We didn’t want to lose 
their Scandi look, so we took up the entire 
floor, insulated below it and relaid it, so the 
space is now super cosy and chic.’ 

However, the renovation wasn’t all plain 
sailing. 'When the wrong boiler was delivered, 
it had a knock-on effect, stretching a six-week 
timescale to 10 weeks/ says Jo. 'We also 


<5 Hall 

‘With three daughters, 
it’s important to maximise 
storage, so our joiner 
designed and built this 
handy understairs 
cupboard space,’ says Jo 
For a similar stool, try the 
vintage wood stool, £65, 
Design Vintage. For a 
similar basket, try the Rope 
basket, £9.99, Dunelm 


ft Bathroom 

‘I wanted to create an 
elegant room and used 
the oversized mirror to 
increase the sense of 
space,’ explains Jo 
Laundry basket, £39, Pale 
& Interesting. Trend bath, 
£709, Bathstore. For a 
similar wall cabinet, try the 
grey, £113, Melody Maison 




Victorian terrace HOME IDEAS 


© Daisy’s room 

Exposed floorboards give 
this room a vintage edge. 
Jo added white furniture 
and pink and red fabrics 
to bring a girly touch 
For a similar bed, try the 
white metal bed, £135, 
Next. For a similar desk, 
try the Sundvik, £45, Ikea 


‘I enjoy hunting for vintage 
finds that I can repurpose’ 



housetohome.co.uk/idealhomemagazine MARCH 2016 | 73 


I 



© tnding 

Jo found the chair on 
the pavement and had 
it reupholstered. ‘I love 
the nooks and crannies 
of the house and this 
chair is the perfect fit 
for this corner,’ she says 
For a similar chair, try the 
Provencal Linen Lady’s 
chair, £475, The French 
Bedroom Company 


© tain bedroom 

An ornate, French 
antique side table and 
embroidered quilt lend an 
elegant feel to the space 

Vintage bedside cabinet 
painted in Paris Grey 
Chalk Paint, £18.95 for lltr, 
Annie Sloan. Valencia quilt, 
£180, Cologne & Cotton 


‘One of the things I enjoy most about the house 
is the beautiful, exposed, original floorboards’ 


had a continual leak into the kitchen ceiling, 
which was a major concern until we traced it 
to a faulty sash window in the room above/ 

Once everything was repaired and the 
builders had left, Jo was able to get started on 
furnishing and decorating the interior of her 
home. Her aim was to create a practical and 
elegant space for modern family living, taking 
inspiration from Scandi style, with cool neutral 
shades and warm grey accents. 

In the kitchen, Jo decided against wall units 
to maximise the width of the room and to make 
it feel more spacious. 'Natural light here comes 
from bifold doors that extend across the back 
of the house, while mirrors around the room 
maximise the light, especially the oversized 
one in the family room/ she says. 

Sleek painted finishes continue into the 
living room, which is a stylish, calm space with 
dappled light filtering through the wooden 
plantation shutters. 'I love the unifying effect 
of paint/ says Jo. 'You can get exactly the right 
colour and finish - and it’s very hard-wearing, 
too/ In the main bedroom, the colour palette 
was built around the grey marble surround of 


the fireplace, and Jo added interest by 
introducing areas of pattern. 'I made the bed 
the focal point by adding large gingham 
cushions and an embroidered quilt/ she says. 

In Daisy's room, neutral grey gives way to 
splashes of red and pink. 'I enjoy hunting 
for vintage finds that I can repurpose/ says 
Jo. 'The armoire, chest of drawers and wall 
unit are all restored second-hand pieces/ 

Vintage furniture is also used in the main 
bathroom, where Jo has combined classic and 
contemporary looks to great effect. 'I love the 
modern take on a freestanding bath; it provides 
the perfect contrast to the period-style taps and 
painted vintage wall cabinet, while the bespoke 
mirror doubles the sense of space/ she says. 

Having now lived for a decade in their 
Brighton home, Jo is eager to take on more 
challenges. 'We've worked on so many 
properties in the last 10 years and have so 
many new ideas of our own - it would be good 
to put them into practice,' she says. 'We 
recently visited Morocco and brought back 
some fabulous rugs and wooden pieces - and 
that just inspires me all over again!' 
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Victorian terrace HOME IDEAS 


: 



reupholstered 
in a ticking stripe 

For a similar fabric, 
try the Ticking Twill, 
£27.90 per m, Tinsmiths 


For similar mirror glass, try 
Classic Antiqued, from £396 
per sq m, Rough Old Glass 


DON’T MISS 

the details 


Rustic furniture, timeworn 
linens and treasured finds 
on display give heart 
to a family home 


©i?aw surfaces 

A mix of oak, glass 
jnd marble textures 
creates a country feel 

For similar jars, try the 
Kilner lltr jars, £10.99 
for three, Lakeland 


Style makeover 

Revamp a cabinet by 
lining its back with a 
patterned wallpaper 

For a similar cabinet, 
try The Orchard 
Home and Gifts 


® French fabric 

The chair was a vintage 
find that Jo had 


Family favourites 

Arrange treasured objects 
in front of a vintage mirror 
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Get Jo’s look 

Create a relaxed, modern scheme with white, grey and black 

FOR WHERE TO BUY ITEMS SHOWN, TURN TO OUR SHOPPING DIRECTORY 



On the wire 

Store logs stylishly in 
this black wirework basket 

Iron basket (H60cm x D42cm), 
Iron & Clay range, Amara 




Check appeal 

Co-ordinate your scheme 
with grey and white cushions 

Homing Rosi cushion 
cover, Wayfair 


/ 


Tray chic 


A metalwork frame with a 
removeable mango-wood tray top 

Tray coffee table (H40cm x W80cm 
x D80cm), French Connection 



Soft touch 

A luxurious throw to keep 
the chill factor away 

Alpaca throw in Dark Grey 
and Ivory, Sophie Allport 



In the 
spotlight 

Add movie- 
star glamour 
with this 
studio-style 
lamp 

Chicago tripod 
floor lamp, 
Made.com 


£189 





Wearing well 

A weathered-finish basket 
in black lacquered steel 

Round storage basket (H36cm 
x D47cm), Vincent and Barn 


Square deal 

A trendy gingham check 
at a bargain price 

Smanate cushion 
cover, Ike a 



£169 


On set 

An adjustable 
tripod lamp, 
available 
in black, 
white or red 
Genoa retro 
tripod floor 
lamp, Iconic 
Lights 



Lift off 

An easy-on-the-eye white 
tray table with a steel frame 

Tray square coffee table (H39cm x 
W60cm x D60cm), Clippings.com 



Tonal stripes 

Opt for a contemporary 
throw with a subtle pattern 

Veneto lamb’s wool throw, 
The Fine Cotton Company 



All change 


You can rearrange the individual 
components of this modular sofa to suit 

Mortimer corner sofa in Shadow Slate Grey 
(H84cm x W258cm x D190cm), Made.com 
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blue, 
suntree 

Exceptional Design for Everyone 

0% Finance Available 

www.bluesuntree.co.uk sales@bluesuntree.co.uk +44 [0)1 16 267 0267 
(a>bluesuntree www.facebook.com/bluesuntree 



0 Kitchen 

The modern extension 
is sympathetic to the 
17th-century cottage’s 
history, thanks to its 
concrete flooring and 
timber frames creating a 
stylish mix of old and new 
For similar pendants, try 
the Nordlux Slope 1 light 
b.qwl, £51.99 each, Wayfair 


Get the 

LOOK 

PAGE 87 


Every corner of our 
house tells a story’ 


Giuliana Cortese and Simon Shaw have created a welcoming home 
that genuinely bridges the gap between ancient and modern 


FOR WHERE TO BUY ITEMS SHOWN, TURN TO OUR SHOPPING DIRECTORY 
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The big 

CHANGE \ 


RESTORING THE ORIGINAL 
FABRIC OF A HISTORIC 
COTTAGE, RECONFIGURING 
THE LAYOUT AND ADDING 
A TWO-STOREY REAR 
EXTENSION 












m 

\ \ 

LW 

‘We want the interior to be a reminder of 
the history that has gone on before, but also a 
reflection of our family history we’re creating’ 
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17th-century cottage HOME IDEAS 


Take the 60-SECOND TOUR 



& Kitchen-diner 

Wooden furniture echoes 
the room’s oak beams. 
‘We like pieces with a 
story,’ says Giuliana. 
‘Simon grew up with the 
pine chairs and the 
Verner Panton ones 
reference a time when 
the designer inspired him’ 
For a similar designer 
chair, try the Panton, 
£208, Vitra range, Heal’s 


BOUGHT FOR 


SPENT 


NOW WORTH 


£470,000 £150,000 £850,000 



THE PROPERTY 

A four-bedroom, 17th-century 
cottage with a contemporary 
extension in Cuddington, 
Buckinghamshire. The owners 
bought the property in July 2008. 


WHAT IT COST 

Building work £103,000 

Glazing and windows £20,000 

Bridge £4,000 

Kitchen £8,000 

Bathrooms £15,000 

TOTAL £150,000 


WHO LIVES HERE 

Giuliana Cortese and Simon Shaw 
live here with their daughters, 
Francesca, 10, and Scarlett-Grace, 


seven. Giuliana runs a cookery 
school and Simon is the chief 
creative officer of an international 
communications agency. 

THE LOOK 

Old meets new, with a clever mix 
of historical and contemporary 
features. Natural colours and 
textures, such as stone, wood, 
lime plaster, concrete and marble, 
create a harmonious feel. 

LESSONS LEARNED 

If we did it all again , we’d 
employ a heating consultant 
because balancing the heating 
needs of the old and new 
structures is a challenge. 



◄ FIRST FLOOR 
At the far end are the main 
bedroom and en suite, with two 
further bedrooms. A steel bridge 
leads to the new extension, 
where there is a fourth bedroom, 
family bathroom and a balcony 


GROUND FLOOR ► 
The front door opens into the 
living room. To the left, there is 
another living room and a study, 
with a cloakroom to the right. 
The kitchen-diner is at the back 





- 
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teel bridge 

e exposed stone wall 


and steel bridge above 
perfectly illustrate the 


couple’s desire to 
team old and new 

For a similar sofa, 
try the Durham, £929, 
Chesterfields Direct 


S imon Shaw and Giuliana Cortese 
live in a home that tells a story 
- not just in the history that’s 
embedded in the architecture of 
their 17th-century cottage, but in 
the new extension they’ve added, 
too. 'Our cottage is Grade-II listed,’ says Simon. 
'When renovating it, we resisted the temptation 
to finish everything off perfectly, as it would be 
hard to read the narrative of the property. For 
example, we left parts of the original reed wall 
uncovered and where we removed the old roof, 

I left some of the rafters and old nails exposed.’ 
However, the glass-and-wood extension that 
Simon and Giuliana added is dramatically 
modern. 'It was important to be clear that the 
new part of the property was introducing our 
story, so anyone who comes here - now or in 
years to come - will understand how the 
building was put together,’ explains Simon. 

The couple had decided to move out of 
London to a Buckinghamshire village in July 
2008. When viewing their end-of-terrace 
cottage, they immediately liked it and, although 
very little had been changed over the previous 
30-odd years, the property was a good size 
with four bedrooms and a Fifties extension. 

Simon, who trained as an architect, saw it 
had great potential. 'Upstairs had a good head 
height instead of low beams, so I knew that 


© Kitchen 

‘We chose affordable Ikea 
units teamed with Carrara 
marble for the island,’ 
says Giuliana. ‘The 
kitchen cost £8,000, but 
looks more expensive’ 
Faktum units, from 
£16 for a W700mm 
base unit, Ikea. Carrara 
marble worktop, £2,500, 
The Marble Workshop 
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© Living room 


Exposed beams and 
a stone fireplace help 
retain a cosy, cottage feel 

Fireview multifuel 
wood burner, £1,220, 
Woodwarm Stoves 


‘Simon doesn’t see the architecture and interiors 
as being two separate things. The property’s 
architecture became the palette for the interiors’ 


3 of the best 

LIME ACCENTS 



Green light Full of zest 

A chic design that Liven up a bed or sofa 

comes in a range of colours with a bold blanket 

Woodstock table lamp in Windmill throw, The British 

Lime, Luku Home Blanket Company 



Citrus splash 

This vase looks good 
with or without flowers 

Fernanda green patterned 
ceramic vase, Habitat 
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‘We want every corner to be 
invested with a story, so that our 
home will always be evolving ’ 


if I introduced light into the building, it would 
feel airy/ he says. He was so keen to start on the 
project, he drew up plans for the new extension 
before the sale had even completed. 'We had 
£150,000 to spend and I had everything 
planned out before we began/ he says. 'It was 
actually better this way, as it meant there were 
minimal changes on site/ 

After the sale went through, the family 
moved into the cottage, but it wasn’t easy to 
live in at all. The Fifties extension leaked and 
while the cottage walls were constructed from 
traditional wychert (white clay mixed with 
straw), their modern plastered finish trapped 
moisture, which made the rooms damp. 

Simon got started on the restoration work 
straightaway, tackling the project room by 
room, but continuing to work full time as 
a creative director in London. Evenings and 


weekends were spent stripping back the walls 
and reinstating them with traditional lime 
plaster and a lime finish that would allow them 
to retain heat and breathe again. 

During this time, Simon had a pre-planning 
meeting with the local planner and historic- 
buildings officer for the new rear extension. 

He showed them his 3D model of the two- 
storey contemporary building, which would 
become a new kitchen-diner with a bedroom 
and bathroom above. 'The extension is four 
times as large as the old one, but it’s set away 
from the neighbours to protect their light, 
with a flat roof to avoid adverse views from 
the street/ Simon explains. 'I talked about how 
the building would work for us as a family 
and they were both very receptive.’ 

It wasn’t until January 2011 that the old 
extension was finally knocked down and 


0 lain bedroom 

‘We wanted this space 
to feel minimal and 
the focus to be on our 
bed, so we left part 
of the old wall to form the 
headboard,’ says Simon 
For a similar bed, try 
the Plymouth, from £777, 
Bed Frames UK. Original 
BTC Task wall short 
lights, £186 each, Heal’s 


84 | MARCH 2016 housetohome.co.uk/idealhomemagazine 





housetohome.co.uk/idealhomemagazine MARCH 2016 | 85 
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Exterior 

The ultramodern 
extension complements 
the historic property, 
as it’s a contemporary 
take on materials used 
in the old cottage, with 
timber frames instead 
of exposed beams and 
rendered walls instead of 
limestone plastered ones 


the building work began. The oak timber 
frame was put together on site by hand rather 
than being constructed in a factory - a 
deliberate design choice that was made by 
Simon. T wanted to use a modern interpretation 
of the old materials in the new parts of the 
house/ he explains. 'So the construction of 
our new extension is a contemporary version 
of the old cottage's timber frame.' 

This concept is at the heart of the interiors, 
too, where ideas spring from the materials used 
in the architecture. 'Simon doesn't see the 
architecture and interiors as being separate 
things,' says Giuliana. 'The architecture became 
the palette for the interiors. For example, the 
grey polished concrete on the floor reflects the 
grey millstone in the walls of the cottage.' 

It's a similar story throughout the property: 
new oak and cedar sit alongside exposed old 
beams and modern oak doors with stainless- 
steel hardware stand next to reclaimed timber 


doors with black fixings, while rendered walls 
emulate traditional limestone plastered walls. 

One of the outstanding design features is the 
steel bridge that links the old cottage with the 
new extension, designed by Simon but inspired 
by the work of Italian architect, Carlo Scarpa. 
'We've visited Scarpa's Querini Stampalia 
Foundation in Venice many times,' says Simon. 
'We love the way the old and new have been 
combined and see different details each time.' 

Giuliana and Simon's project took 15 months 
to complete, allowing them to finish the next 
chapter of the cottage's architectural story. 

The couple are delighted to see their home 
grow and change with them. 'We want the 
interior to be a reminder of the history that 
has gone on before, but also a reflection of our 
family history that we're still creating,' says 
Giuliana. 'We want every corner to be invested 
with a story, so that our home will always be 
evolving as we add new pieces to it.' . 
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17th-century cottage HOME IDEAS 



£35 

Keep it 
simple 

Hang three 
in a row for a 
subtle partition 

Tibbon white 
pendant ceiling 
light, B&Q 



Get Giuliana’s look 


Team old and new for a unique kitchen-diner, 
then finish with some splashes of zesty colour 

FOR WHERE TO BUY ITEMS SHOWN, TURN TO OUR SHOPPING DIRECTORY 


Shot of lime 

Liven up a table with this vibrant 
basket that’s perfect for fruit 

Basket Gradient in Flat Green, 
Pols Potten range, Amara 





Sunny delight 

Use a block of bold colour to 
add character to a plain sofa 

Barington yellow linen 
cushion, Habitat 


i 


Take a dip 

Contrasting 
finishes give 
this piece a 
modern feel 

Monsoon 
vase, Maisons 
du Monde 


•* Chic planter £ 24.99 




Enjoy fresh herbs 
without the hassle 

Small self watering 
herb pot, Eva Solo 
range, Houseology 


£69 


Cool curves 

Contrast a simple 
wooden table with a 
sculptural plastic chair 

Curve one piece 
chair, Dwell 


£2,016 



Statement sofa 

A trusty leather Chesterfield adds 
a classic touch to any room 

C hesterfield sofa in Old Saddle 
leather (H79cm x W240cm 
x D99cm), Delcor 



SEE MORE 
ONLINE 


FIND MORE READER HOMES AT housetohome.co.uk/house-tours 


MARCH 2016 I 87 



Designed and made by Howdens. 

Supplied and fitted by your local builder. 


Kitchen featured is Gloss White Integrated Handle 





Howdens Joinery is the UK’s largest manufacturer and supplier of fitted 
kitchens, appliances and joinery products. We understand what it takes to 
make a great looking kitchen, and importantly one that works every time, 
every day. That’s why we only sell our products directly to professional 
tradespeople like your local builder. 

Our products are from stock in each of our 600 depots throughout the UK, 
and in each depot trained designers are on hand to design your kitchen and 
support you and your builder throughout. 

Visit www.howdens.com to see our full range of kitchens and joinery 
products, or call 0800 6888 167 to request a brochure. 



& aptoihtmewt io 

HEP MAJESTY THE QUtEPf 
SttJPPUER OF FITTED fcTCHtwS 
HOWOEP* JWIME1RY LTD 

lourm 



HOWDENS 

JOINERY CO. 

MAKING SPACE MORE VALUABLE 




‘We opened up our boxy 



Seventies house HOME IDEAS 


O Kitchen-diner 

The couple opened up 


the house’s layout to 
let in light and create 
one large living area 

For a similar table, try the 
Almeria, £408, Oak World. 
Vitra Eames chairs, £332 
each, John Lewis. Fruit 
bowl, £75, Villeroy & Boch 
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HOME IDEAS Seventies house 


Take the 60-SECOND TOUR 


BOUGHT FOR 


SPENT 


NOW WORTH 


£ 385,000 £ 62,000 £ 550,000 


THE PROPERTY 

A four-bedroom, end-of-terrace, 
Seventies house in Cambridge, 
which the owners bought in 2012. 

WHAT IT COST 

Building work £15,000 

Furniture £35,000 

Windows £12,000 

TOTAL £62,000 

WHO LIVES HERE 

Alicja and Graham Cockcroft 
live here, with their children, 

Matas, 11, and Nina, nine. Alicja 
is an artist and an interior designer, 
while Graham is director of 
studies at a school specialising 
in business English. 

THE LOOK 

Contemporary and bright, 
with bold artwork against an 
elegant, simple background. 



LESSONS LEARNED 

It’s a good idea to live in 
a house for a while to see 
how it works for you before 
deciding to make any big, 
structural changes. 




D 


4 © 


-ri 

l 


◄ SECOND FLOOR 
The main bedroom is at 
the front of the house. 
There’s a bathroom off the 
landing and the children’s 
bedrooms are at the rear 


FIRST FLOOR ► 
There’s an office 
to the right of 
the stairs and an 
open-plan library/ 
art studio area 
takes up the 
remainder of 
the space 







i 


◄ GROUND FLOOR To the 
left of the hallway is a guest 
bedroom and straight ahead 
is an open-plan kitchen-diner 
and living room 
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Q Living area 

Unusual finds from other 
countries add character 
to the modern scheme. 
The Cockcrofts, who are 
always looking for unique 
pieces, bought the Indian 
nest of tables in Warsaw 
For a similar nest of 
tables, try the Ankara, 
£300, Debenhams 



‘Now, instead of walking into 
a dark, gloomy entrance hall, 
light streams through it’ 
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hen Alicja and Graham 
Cockcroft relocated 
back to the UK after 
living in Poland, they 
faced the challenge 
of finding a home that 
would be as large and airy as the new-build 
apartment they’d had in Warsaw. The windows 
were huge and let in so much light/ explains 
Alicja. Any future home had to have something 
of the same style and lots of natural daylight/ 
The couple rented a flat in Cambridge while 
they searched, and eventually found a house 
in Trumpington, in the south of Cambridge, 
which they could see had potential. However, 
they knew they would have to modernise the 
property and spend quite a lot on it. 'We were 
lucky enough to be cash buyers after selling 


our Warsaw apartment, so our offer, which 
was £10,000 less than the asking price, was 
accepted, thankfully/ says Alicja. 

Although the house had been extended 
previously, the couple felt the layout would 
benefit from further rejigging to free up space 
and access the all-important natural light. As 
many of the neighbours had done, they started 
off by turning an integrated garage into a guest 
bedroom. Then a skylight was fitted on the 
second-floor landing, through which light now 
filters down the stairwell into the hallway. 'Now, 
instead of walking into a dark, gloomy entrance 
hall, light streams through it/ says Alicja. 

Sliding glazed doors were fitted to the back 
of the house to allow even more light to flood 
in downstairs, and an open-plan area was 
created on the ground floor, so that the 


& Library/ 
art studio 

The made-to-measure 
bookcases make use of 
every available inch of 
space, and ensure that 
the area is free of clutter 
For similar bookshelves, 
try the Billy, from £25, 
Ikea. Aurora Vita Eos 
feather pendant, £84, 
Graham and Green 
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O Staircase 

Instead of painting 
the stairs white, Alicja 
covered the treads 
with resilient vinyl 

White vinyl flooring, 
£28 per sq m, Colour 
Flooring Company 


© Library/ 
art studio 

A vibrant patterned rug 
makes a strong statement 
on the floor, while Alicja’s 
stunning painting injects 
a burst of bold colour 
Vittorio corner sofa, £999, 
Made.com. Mastercraft 
Mehari rug, from 
£69, Rug Merchant 
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© Main bedroom 

Picking out tones from 
an artwork hung above 
the bed, the couple went 
for golden accessories 
to contrast with the 
room’s calm neutrals 
For similar cushions, try 
the Mustard distressed 
velvet, £20 each, BHS 


© Bathroom 

A mirrored wall beside 
the bath, plus a large 
mirror above the basin, 
make the room appear 
far more spacious, while 
spotlights put light right 
where it is needed 
Skogsvag mirror, £19, Ikea. 
For similar spotlights, try 
the Logan four spotlight 
bar, £60, John Lewis 


kitchen-diner and living room flow seamlessly 
in and out of each other. Decking leading from 
the living room into the garden encourages 
a year-round indoor/outdoor feel. 

The Cockcrofts hit a problem when damp 
was discovered in the corners of the rooms. 

Ivy on exterior walls was partly to blame, but 
mainly it was down to poor ventilation. So they 
installed a dehumidifier on the staircase to 
circulate air and remove moisture. Damp aside, 
transforming the house was a smooth process 
and once the builders had finished, Alicja 
turned her attention to the decor. 

T measured each room, then started to look 
for interesting items/ she says. Although we 
brought some things from our old home, my 
feeling is that every house requires a fresh 
approach, so we ended up selling anything that 
wasn’t going to work and buying new/ 

Alicja is an artist who has recently started 
an interior design business, AZ Interiors. Her 
vibrant paintings provide splashes of colour 
and texture in the neutral scheme. Quirky 
accessories, vintage lighting and one-off finds 
add to the eclectic vibe. 

The Cockcrofts now love their bright and airy 
home, which they feel is in just the right spot. 
'We’re on the edge of the city and we look out 
onto fields and grazing animals/ says Alicja. 'Our 
windows are the biggest pictures of all.’ IS} 



96 | MARCH 2016 housetohome.co.uk/idealhomemagazine 



FEATURE ANTHONY HARRISON STYLING DULY ORME 

PHOTOGRAPHS ANTHONY HARRISON BOX COPY LISA FAZZANI PLANS PERSONA-ID 


Seventies house HOME IDEAS 




9 Dining area 


Pretty plains 



DON’T MISS 
the details 


Add colour to your home 
with bright fabrics and 
ceramics - choose 
graphic motifs for 
a retro look 


Mix and match 

Show off a collection 
of ceramics, mixing 
patterns in different 
colours and sizes 

Ceramic jars, from a 
selection, Orla Kiely 


© Living room 

Linear patterns add 
drama and depth 

Frekvenssi wallpaper, 
£57 per roll, 
Marimekko range, 
John Lewis 


Mix modern 
centrepieces with 
classic silverware 

For a similar pot, try 
the orchid bowl, £50, 
Autograph range, 
Marks & Spencer \ 


Add a flash of colour 
to neutral furnishings 
with a bold cushion 

For a similar cushion, 
try the Felt Flower Lily, 
£72, Isolyn range, Not 
onthehighstreet.com 
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Get Alicjas look 

Use brown and green tones for a restful bedroom scheme 


FOR WHERE TO BUY ITEMS SHOWN, TURN TO OUR SHOPPING DIRECTORY 



Orangey orb 

Crafted from 
mouth-blown glass in 
a striking amber tone 

Ribe pendant lamp, 
Urbanara 



Palm print 

Try a tropical 
motif for 
curtains 
or blinds 

Calliope 120158 
fabric, Harlequin 

£55 

perm 




Team a natural 
palette with retro 
wooden furniture 


N 


w 


£ 34.95 


Luxe look 

Use shimmering 
textures for an 
opulent touch 

Paris faux-silk cushion 
in green, Wilko 



Hot metal 

Add Seventies bling 

Cindy light, Kartell 
range, Aria 


£160 


Jungle fever 

Pull your colour scheme 
together with a lush piece of art 

Jungle print on canvas, King & McGaw 




Chevron chic 

Choose monochrome chevrons for 
a busier look or plain grey for calm 

Jamali double quilt, Swoon Editions 


Smooth 

operator 

Go for a retro 
vibe with a 
streamlined 
chest in 
walnut veneer 
Notch chest 
of drawers 
(H85cm x 
WlOOcm x 
D40cm), Dwell 


Walnut wonder 

Mid-century inspired 

Fonteyn double bed 
(H98cm x W149cm x 
L205cm), Made.com 
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Over 35 qears 

Extensive fabric 

Luxurq 14-cm deep 

Exceptional value 

of quality British 

and customisation 

mattresses on all 

compared to the 

craftsmanship 

options 

our sofa beds 

high street 


E Mew °le,ar discourrts, save, up -to 30% 


Call us on 0845 468 0577 or visit willowandhall.co.uk 


PROMOTION 



Give your home a 
SMART NEW LOOK 

Discover glazing solutions from Network VEKA 


W ith spring just around the 
corner, it’s the perfect time 
to think about getting the 
most from your property. 
Whether that means replacing windows 
or doors, or adding a glazed extension, 
Network VEKA has a range of glazing 
options to modernise your home. 


Make the most of your home 

Bringing light into your home is the easiest 
way to make it feel brighter and larger. For 
a small-scale change, consider fitting PVC-U 
windows to protect your house and save 
energy, or open up an existing space with 
bifold doors. With lots of home improvement 
options available, you can marry the latest 
glazing designs with any period of housing. 


Add the wow factor 

While new windows and doors make 
a room feel bigger, the addition of a 
conservatory or orangery can create 
extra living space for the whole family. 

A stylish conservatory from Network VEKA, 
complete with carefully chosen heating, 
ventilation and security solutions, can 
update, modernise, refresh and add 
value to your home. 

Enjoy professional service 

All of Network VEKA’s members are trained 
and audited, creating a team of independent 
installers who are dedicated to delivering 
quality workmanship and attention to detail. 
Plus, you can enjoy a 10-year insurance- 
backed guarantee for total peace of mind. 



new windows 


i 


MUST-HAVE 
CHECK LIST 

Follow these tips to 
buy with confidence 

■ READ REVIEWS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS Heed 
advice from other customers by 
researching the company online 
and let comments from previous 
clients guide your decisions. 

■ LOOK FOR A GUARANTEE 

A quality-assurance guarantee 
from the firm will help settle your 
mind once your build is finished. 
Ideally a 10-year insurance- 
backed guarantee is best. 

■ ESTABLISH FINANCIAL 
CLARITY Before the build starts, 
ensure you have have every 
financial eventuality confirmed 

in writing, from quotes and down 
payments to credit facilities and 
cancellation policies. 

■ USE A CERTIFIED COMPANY 

Every installation in England and 
Wales has to meet the national 
Building Regulations, so pick 
a company that is certified and 
that has been audited. Look 
out for the Network VEKA 
arrow and its Assure’ scheme. 


For more information... 


DISCOVER MORE ABOUT NETWORK 
VEKA’S FULL RANGE OF PRODUCTS 

AT NETWORKVEKA.CO.UK 


NetiuorkViiTi 








Projects PROPERTY IDEAS 


PROPERTY 

PROJECTS 


Get the very best advice and inspiration 
for all your home renovation projects 

FOR WHERE TO BUY ITEMS SHOWN, TURN TO OUR SHOPPING DIRECTORY 


Upgrading 
your boiler 
will cut energy 
bills and 
boost heat 
performance 



SOURCEBOOK 

Boilers 




‘It feels much bigger 
than it really is’ 


Located on a narrow plot in East 
Molesey, Surrey, Lynn McClelland and 
Geert Goeteyn’s house felt cramped at 
times. What they wanted was an open-plan 
layout that would give them more space, 
light and a connection with the garden. 
They hired architect Nicolas Tye 
(nicolastyearchitects.com), who widened 
the L-shaped footprint to the rear and side. 
Opening up the ground floor and adding 
roof lights and bifold doors has created a 
better layout, with the dining area at the 


front of the house, a centrally located 
kitchen and a living area to the rear. 

The roof was altered to give a higher 
ceiling in the main bedroom at the back, 
and the third bedroom has become a 
snug/cinema room. The house used to 
be a series of small, dark rooms with areas 
we didn’t use,’ says Lynn. ‘Now it’s full of 
light and we use every inch of the space. 
We love the fact that it’s easier to entertain 
a lot more 
people, too.’ 


: FIND OUT MORE... 

■ Two roof lights in the flat 
roof of the living-room 
extension brighten the space. 
] ■ You can choose fixed or 
opening roof lights - Lynn 
and Geert went for fixed, 


as their bifold doors to the 
garden provide ventilation. 
■ Flat fixed roof lights 
are available from 
Glazing Vision and 
cost £500-£700 each. 



Don’t know where to start? 

Try our top five places... 

BAXI 0344 871 1545; baxi. 
co.uk It sells good mid-range 
combi boilers, as well as the 
Baxi Megaflo System boiler, 
which is suitable in homes with 
a high demand for hot water. 
The best-selling Baxi EcoBlue 
Advance Heat is light and 
compact, priced from £1,073. 
IDEAL 01482 498660; 
idealboilers.com Providing 
combi, system and heat-only 
boilers, its flagship range of 
compact high-efficiency boilers 
is the Logic+ combi. The 35kw 
version costs £870. 

VAILLANT 0845 602 2922; 
vaillant.co.uk This leading 
premium brand supplies A-rated 
ecoTEC gas boilers, including 
the Plus 838 and Pro 28, 
awarded a Which? Best Buy 
2015. It also offers renewable 
solutions, such as solar-thermal 
and ground-pump technologies, 
and intelligent controls. Contact 
your local installer for a quote. 
VIESSMANN 01952 675000; 
viessmann.co.uk Using 
the latest technology, this 
company provides gas, combi 
and oil-fired boilers, as well 
as specialising in renewable 
systems. Prices start from 
£717 for the small Vitodens 
050-W combi boiler. 
WORCESTER BOSCH 
0330 123 9339; worcester- 
bosch.co.uk Sells Greenstar 
gas boilers, rated a Best Buy 
in a Which? 2015 survey, as 
well as energy-efficient combi, 
conventional gas and oil and 
propane boilers. Its Greenstar 
CDi Compact combi boilers 
are priced from £1,000. 
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Ceiling tile 
shower head, 

£438, Hudson Reed 


Ceiling 

showers 


Want a really slick-looking 
shower? Then check out a ceiling 
tile fixed head. These large square, 
rectangular or circular flat-heads 
are fitted flush to the ceiling, 
producing a direct downward 
flow. Currently trending, they're 
ideally suited to the clean lines 
of a walk-through, doorless shower. 

Hudson Reed's square ceiling 
tile fixed head comes in three 
sizes, priced from £153 for 270mm 
x 270mm for the head only. To 
complete the stylish look, team 
it with Hudson Reed's concealed 
valves. Alternatively, try Grohe's 
Rainshower F-series. The large 
ceiling-mounted heads can be 
customised with multiple sprays 
to suit your specific requirements. 
Prices start from £424. 


TOP TREND 


Good as new 

Restore wooden 
worksurfaces to their 
original glory and protect 
them from daily wear 
with a deep -penetrating 
coat of Sadolin worktop oil, 
which also helps to enhance 
the timber’s natural grain. 



GO YOUR OWN WAY 

Custom-design floors 


Design your own 
bespoke flooring 
with Amtico’s 
Signature collection. 
Go to amtico.com 
and click onto the 
Room Visualiser, 
then simply choose 
two complementary 
styles, add borders, 
a motif or a central 
focal point, and see 
what it will look like. 



Cirrus Dawn and 
Cirrus Mist, £70 
per sq m, Amtico 



Before you start a building project , make sure you know the latest regulations. 
The Local Authority Building Control website (labc.co.uk) has a Knowledge 
Hub section and a helpful list of frequently asked questions for homeowners 
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The perfect place to 
curl up with a classic. 
On a classic. 


Winston three-seater from £ 1,099 



u 



SWOON 

EDITIONS 

Save £20 with code: idealhome swooneditions.com/idealhome 


Save £20 on a £200 minimum spend. Prices shown accurate at time of print. Cannot be used alongside any other offers or promotions 
- ends at midnight on 01 .03.201 6. Full terms can be found at swooneditions.com/terms 



PROPERTY IDEAS Converting farm buildings 




The 18th-century 
granite farmhouse ! 
was run-down and 
gloomy inside 


EXTREME 

Wuuu/Mmjatiom 


F rom derelict and unloved 

Kim and Chris Marshall have turned an abandoned farmhouse 
and its ramshackle outbuildings into a coherent, contemporary idyll 


Take the 60-SECOND TOUR 




THE PROPERTY 

A detached, four-bedroom, 
18th-century farmhouse and 
barn in Dartmoor, Devon, 
converted into one house, 
with a three-bedroom annexe 
in the former milking parlour. 


WHAT THEY DID 

The Marshalls renovated the 
farmhouse and barn, then 
linked the two with a glazed 
extension. They also created 
a self-contained annexe. 


m t 




jr. 

D 


FIRST FLOOR ► 


WHO LIVES HERE 

Kim and Chris Marshall live here, 
with their children Dora, 16, and 
Rufus, 15. Kim is a solicitor and 
Chris works as an accountant. 


WHAT IT COST 

The couple paid £950,000 
for the farm in 2011 and 
spent around £750,000 on 
the property, which is now 
worth more than £2.5 million 


On this level, there are 
five bedrooms. The 
two in the farmhouse 
have en suites, then 
there are two in the 
barn with a bathroom, 
and one in the annexe 


◄ GROUND FLOOR 


Off the main hall, there’s 
a kitchen with living area, 
while a second hall leads 
to a dining room and living 
room. Another hall leads 
to a bathroom, a pantry, 
utility room and plant 
room. The annexe has a 
kitchen/living area, two 
bedrooms and a bathroom 
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The spacious steel-framed 
extension works perfectly 
- with the older buildings 


msA 


A glass-box extension 
now connects the 
renovated 18 th-century 
farmhouse to the barn 


mm S* 


to stunning family home 


W hen Kim and Chris 

Marshall first saw West 
Yard Farm, set in 58 
acres of pasture and 
woodland in Dartmoor, 
they had very different 
reactions. 'After house-hunting for three years 
I immediately fell in love with the location, but 
Kim couldn’t stop crying/ says Chris. 'It’s an 
incredible place - bordered on two sides by the 
National Park and extremely private - but Kim 
hated the idea and needed to be persuaded/ 
Chris found the property online and 
was convinced that the farm could provide 
a long-term home. Kim, however, was far more 
practical about the reality of buying such 
a run-down property, which included an 
18th-century granite farmhouse and a collection 
of tumbledown barns and farm buildings. 
DRAWING UP IDEAS Unoccupied for years, 
the house had been unsympathetically 
renovated in the Forties and Seventies, with 


most of its original features stripped out, 
but once Kim was on board, the couple were 
determined to not only renovate the house, 
but to convert the outbuildings, too. 

'We engaged an architect who had fantastic 
ideas, but the cost would have exceeded our 
budget by more than four times, and made 
us start to doubt whether the project was 
even feasible/ says Kim. 'We then found local 
architects Van Ellen + Sheryn (vanellensheryn. 
com), who came up with a whole new design, 
placing the kitchen at the heart of the house/ 

Connecting the house and an adjacent barn 
with a glazed box would provide a new kitchen 
and living area with fantastic views. The barn 
would be converted to create two bedrooms 
and a bathroom upstairs, with a pantry, utility 
room, bathroom and plant room downstairs. 

To one side of the house, a detached milking 
parlour has also been extended and converted 
into a self-contained three-bedroom annexe with 
a dramatic green oak and glass structure, 



We love... 


../how our 
architect 
blended 
traditional 
and modern 
ideas and 
materials so 
effortlessly ' 
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‘We found local architects who came up with a new 
design, placing the kitchen at the heart of the house’ 


forming a glazed gable end, and the roof has 
been clad with patinated zinc. 

It was tricky to get planning permission for 
the barn, as it was thought bats were living there 
and bat shelters are legally protected. But in the 
end the plans were approved, and the architects 
suggested builder Goulden and Sons (goulden 
andsons.co.uk) for the project. Work began in 
February 2012 and finished in the summer of 
2013. 'We came in 17% under budget, thanks 
to our builders’ diligence/ says Chris. 

The farmhouse was stripped back to 
bare stone walls and required rewiring and 
replumbing. A new timber-and-steel roof was 
built, and the windows were replaced. The 
steel-framed glass-box extension, which has 
become the hub of the house, now has sliding 
glass walls with a fantastic view. In the milking 
parlour, double-glazed units were inserted 
into the green oak frame. 

ECOFRIENDLY BUILD As well as blending 
traditional and contemporary design, the 
property is also very environmentally sound. 

A ground-source heat pump in the plant room 
provides underfloor heating, supplemented 
by four wood burners. Solar panels produce 
electricity and hot water, there are LED lights 
and low-energy appliances throughout, and the 
water on the farm comes from a natural spring. 
'It’s great that the house is so self-sufficient - our 
fuel bills are considerably reduced/ says Chris. 

When it came to decorating, Kim was keen to 
make use of natural materials throughout her 


new home but wasn’t sure where to start, so 
she signed up for an interior-design course. 

'We had used up most of our budget on the 
renovation and I didn’t want to make expensive 
mistakes/ she explains. 'Putting together a 
colour palette I could use throughout saved me 
such a lot of time, and I enjoyed choosing and 
adding a focus colour in each room.’ 

The couple are delighted with the way their 
home looks. 'The mixture of new and old is so 
appealing/ says Chris. 'Now we have more than 
enough space and such beautiful views, too.’ 

A curved bank of 
units in walnut veneer 
separates the cooking 
and living areas 
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White units and walls 
with oak beams and 
raw brickwork create 
a dramatic yet simple 
look in the annexe 


RENOVATION 

KNOW-HOW 

■ Many alterations can be 
made under Permitted 
Development, meaning you 
don’t need to get planning 
permission. For more 

: information on planning and 
i building regulations, visit 
planningportal.gov.uk and 
i always check with your 
local authority before 
I making any major changes. 

■ Keep your neighbours 
informed at all stages, and 
you might need to obtain 

: party wall agreements, 

: too. Check the advice given 
i at planningportal.gov.uk. 

■ For extensions and major 
remodelling, it’s usually 

: advisable to employ an 
! architect to draw up accurate 
: plans: the Royal Institute of 
British Architects (architecture. 

: com) holds a directory 
of approved architects. 

■ Get at least three quotes 
for all major purchases, 
including when you’re hiring 

: tradesmen and, whenever 
i possible, negotiate fixed 
! prices for each job rather 
: than paying a daily rate. 

■ It’s not usually advisable 
to undertake major roofing 
work on a DIY basis. Go 

to the National Federation 
; of Roofing Contractors’ 
website (nfrc.co.uk) to find a 
; reputable roofer to do the work. 

■ Remember to factor 
delays into the schedule 

; and always have a contingency 
: pot of money to pay for those 
; unforeseen expenses. 



IN DETAIL STONE WALLS 

Renovate stone walls , like the Marshalls did 


The original stone walls of the 
farmhouse and outbuildings were 
repointed using traditional lime 
mortar. Inside, the walls were 
left unsealed for a natural finish. 

: ■ If you have a property with stone 

walls, you’ll need to take extra care to 
, ensure they’re safe and weather-tight. 
You can find a surveyor to assess 
them for you at the Royal Institute of 
Chartered Surveyors (ricsfirms.com). 

■ Damp penetration can prove to be 
a problem with stone walls, and repair 
and repointing with suitable materials 
is vital. Because they need to breathe 


and let absorbed water evaporate, 
stone walls should not be patched 
up with sand and cement, which 
will prevent this happening. 

■ Building new homes using 
stone is becoming increasingly 
popular at the moment and, 
although natural stone is an 
expensive material to buy and lay, 
the cost will usually be reflected 
in the value of the finished house. 
Cast or reconstituted stone offers 
a cost-effective alternative, but it 
can lack the authentic appeal and 
subtle variation of the real thing. 
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A black roof and window 
frames give this rustic building 
a smart , contemporary edge 


> 


The run-down 
barn had been 
used for storing 
grain and cattle 
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'We turned a ramshackle 
cattle shed into a stylish space’ 


Hard graft and an eye for detail helped Siobhan and Mat Hayles 
convert a run-down barn into a stunning and relaxing holiday let 


reams of living in Dartmoor with 
their sons, Connor, seven, and Fizzy, 
five, led Siobhan and Mat Hayles to 
take on a historic farm that needed 
a lot of work. Living in London, they'd come to 
Dartmoor camping and loved it, so in 2011 they 
took the plunge and bought the farm, complete 
with a derelict barn and a resident peacock that 
they named Peeky. 'Even though the buildings 
were crumbling ruins, we completely fell in 
love with them,' says Siobhan. 

Once used for livestock, the single-storey 
barn had a rusty, leaky corrugated-iron roof, 


and a stream ran behind it, so everything was 
mouldy and wet inside. The building was partly 
buried in the slope of the hillside, too, but 
Siobhan and Mat still had high hopes for it and 
planned to turn it into a holiday let. 'We wanted 
to combine the feel of a traditional Dartmoor 
farm building with the luxury of a designer 
hotel suite,' explains Mat. 

Although the farm isn't listed, it's within 
Dartmoor National Park, so there were lots of 
planning constraints, including the materials 
that could be used in restoring it. Siobhan 
and Mat chose local architectural practice 



Restored stonework, 
a new corrugated roof 
and a wide stretch of 
bifold doors have given 
the barn a completely 
new lease of life 


A seating area, with ► 
a stunning view through 
the bifold doors, is the 
perfect spot for relaxing 
at any time of day 
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ill the open-plan kitchen, 
sleek grey cabinets have 
been customised with a 
quartzite worktop and 
polished handles 


Hh 


Woodford Architecture + Interiors (01364 
654888; woodfordarchitecture.com) to draw 
up a conversion that would retain the exterior, 
including the corrugated metal roof. 

UP FOR A CHALLENGE The building work 
began in November 2014 and took seven 
months. 'We employed a local builder, who 
was amazing, and Mat helped with the labour/ 
explains Siobhan. They stripped out the barn, 
and the granite walls were rebuilt with stone 
from the farm. We tanked the back of the 
building and put in new land drains, too/ 

Internally, the stone walls were repointed 
with traditional lime mortar, durable limestone 
flooring was laid over underfloor heating and 
hand-made timber windows and glazed doors 
were installed. The building now contains a 
bedroom with a roll-top bath, a shower room, a 
kitchen-diner, a snug and a seating area. The 
cart door has been replaced by a 4m stretch of 
glass doors. Finally, Siobhan chose colours 
inspired by Peeky the peacock’s tail to decorate 
and furnish the barn. 

Having cost £200,000 to convert, the barn 
can’t be sold separately, but the couple do rent 
it out via uniquehomestays.com. Tt was hard 
work/ says Siobhan. 'But it’s been worth it.’ 


Trials & 
triumphs... 

■ What was the 
high point? 

‘Seeing everything 
come together, 
especially when the 
glass doors went in.’ 

■ Any low points? 

‘When we moved 
in, we all got ill from 
drinking the water 
- it came from the 
moor and needed 
to be treated.’ 

■ What was the 
project saviour? 
‘Peeky the peacock 
inspired our use of 
colour and texture.’ 
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Wonderful wood 

A combination of 
reclaimed parquet 
flooring and vintage 
furniture gives the room 
an inviting, lived-in look 
Reclaimed oak flooring, 
£175 per sq m, including 
installation, Eco Flooring. 
French cupboard (used 
as a larder), £750, Swag 


/ve created a mix 
of old and new’ 


Add warmth to a new kitchen with reclaimed flooring and 
vintage-style fittings - just like Alice and Will Parker did 

FOR WHERE TO BUY ITEMS SHOWN, TURN TO OUR SHOPPING DIRECTORY 
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ALICE AND WILDS PARQUET 
CAME FROM ECO FLOORING £££. 
FOR SIMILAR, TRY THE PARQUET- 
l EFFECT TILES FROM BRITISH 
CERAMIC TILE £ OR THE J 
CLASSIC OAK VINYL / 
■B|\ AT AMTICO ££ 


US PARQUET 
MOORING £££. 
THE PARQUET- 
IOM BRITISH 
l £ OR THE > 


WHAT IT COST 

Units 

£6,000 

Worktop 

£3,500 

Flooring 

£3,570 

Appliances 

£4,588 

Sink and tap 

£792 

TOTAL 

£18,450 


TURN OVER TO FIND OUT HOW 

Alice and Will created their new kitchen 


Take the 

60-SECOND TOUR 


THE PROPERTY 

A four-bedroom, terraced Edwardian 
house in Brighton, East Sussex, 
bought in October 2010. 


WHO LIVES HERE 

Alice and Will Parker live here, 
with their children, Zac, five, 
and Grace, three. 

WHAT THEY DID 

The couple extended into their 
home’s side return to add space 
in the kitchen for a dining area and 
knocked through to create access 
to the living room. Bifold doors 
were fitted at the end of the room. 


THE LOOK 

Relaxed vintage style, featuring 
hand-made units, parquet flooring 
and industrial-inspired fittings. 

LESSONS LEARNED 

fc I was right to keep going until 
I found a way to have the kitchen 
units I envisaged. Fd have 
regretted it ifFd compromised. 


THE LAYOUT There’s a run of base units 
along one wall and an island in the 
centre of the room. There’s a dining area 
at the far end, overlooking the garden 
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T he original kitchen in Alice and 
Will Parker’s East Sussex home 
was dark and cold, with a galley 
layout. 'It led to a side return 
with a high garden wall that 
blocked light and created a dull 
view from the kitchen sink/ says Alice. ‘Space 
was tight, too; we could just squeeze in a dining 
table, but it partially blocked the patio doors, 
limiting the light and access to the garden/ 

The couple decided to add an extension at 
the back of the house to create a large family 
kitchen. Alice drew inspiration from magazines, 
blogs, restaurant decor and shop fittings before 
honing her ideas so they would work together. 
Building work started nine months after the 
family moved in. ‘We were without a kitchen for 


months and the house got incredibly dusty, 
but it was good to be here to make decisions 
and answer questions from the builders to 
keep the project moving/ says Alice. 

Some decisions, like the flooring, were 
simple. Tve always loved reclaimed parquet 
because it looks like it’s got a story to tell - 
new wood just doesn’t have the same look/ 
says Alice. ‘It also works for the floor to be 
light in here, as the units are dark.’ 

Sourcing the units wasn’t so easy. ‘I must 
have had 45 samples of doors, but none of 
them were right/ says Alice. ‘Luckily, I found 
Ditchling Kitchens, which was able to make 
exactly what I’d pictured. The new kitchen 
has transformed the way we live. It works so 
well that we hardly use the rest of the house.’ 


A Hidden storage 

One side of the island 
is used as a breakfast 
bar. The units beneath 
provide plenty of storage 
and hide the dishwasher 
Hand made Shaker style 
units, from £450 for 
a W600mm base unit, 
Ditchling Kitchens; painted 
in Railings Estate Eggshell, 
£53 for 2.5ltr, Farrow & Ball 
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A A cosy corner 

Putting a sofa here blocked 
out too much light, so Alice 
chose two chairs instead and 
added sheepskins for warmth 

Rattan cone chairs, £200 
each, Cox & Cox. Sheepskins, 
£55 each; coffee table, £110; 
all Rockett St George 


■ Practical beauty 

Speaking to experts at 
a stone yard helped Alice 
decide on quartzite for the 
worktop, which is less likely 
to show stains than marble 
Quartzite worktop in 
Superwhite, £435 per sq m, 
Gerald Culliford. Ionian 
deck mounted taps in pewter, 
£463, Perrin & Rowe 



Flexible dining 

couple open up the 
bifold doors in summer 
and extend the dining 
table when entertaining 

Masters dining chairs, 
£150 each, Kartell 
range, Houseology 


How we did it 

66 The kitchen was part of 
a big renovation project spanning 
10 months. We replaced the main bathroom, 
and replastered and redecorated the whole 
house at the same time. The building work 
involved fitting steel beams and extending 
across the back of the house, adding bifold 
doors and knocking through to provide 
access to the living room. I managed the 
different tradesmen and did some of 
the decorating myself. All of the building 
work cost around £50,000 and we paid 
£2,000 for the kitchen to be fitted. 
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‘We enhanced its 
original features’ 

Does your kitchen have any interesting period details? 
y the Simpsons and turn them into focal points 


WHERE TO BUY ITEMS SHOWN, 

■fl L. I 


WHAT IT COST 


Units and shelves £10,412 

Worktop £5,900 

Splashback £984 

Appliances £2,449 

Flooring £1,600 

Paint £140 

Lighting £623 

TOTAL £22,108 
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Old meets new 

Glossy units and a modern 
table teamed with antique 
chairs brighten up the whole 
space and turn the large 
window into a focal point 
Bespoke units and shelves, 
£10,412, Amberth. Table, £773, 
Scott Howard Iconic Designs 
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A fter 25 years with the same 
kitchen, Kate and Paul 
Simpson knew a change was 
long overdue. 'It was looking 
very tired/ says Kate. 'We’d 
knocked the dining room and 
kitchen together 20 years ago, so it was open 
plan, but we’d painted it blue, which felt dark.’ 
With their two boys no longer living at home 
full time, Kate and Paul decided on a redesign 
that better reflected how they now live. 'There 
was a peninsular sticking out that obscured the 
best asset in the room - the glorious window 
and view - that had to change,’ says Kate. 

'Plus we wanted to lighten everything up.’ 

The Simpsons chose high-gloss, off-white 
units. 'We thought white would be too clinical 
and wouldn’t suit the rest of the house,’ says 
Kate. The room has lovely original alcoves, 
which the couple wanted to show off, so they 
opted for built-in shelves in one and a 
freestanding unit in the other. 'We had to have 
a galley design, as it’s a long, thin room, but 
we started the units further back to let the 
view take centre stage,’ says Kate. 'Now it’s the 
ideal spot to sit and look out to the garden.’ 


TURN OVER TO FIND OUT HOW 

Kate and Paul created their new kitchen 


Take the 60-SECOND TOUR 


THE PROPERTY 

A four-storey, three-bedroom 
Regency town house in 
north London. 

WHO LIVES HERE 

Kate and Paul Simpson live here. 

WHAT THEY DID 

The couple redesigned the 
kitchen, replacing the old L-shaped 
run of units with a galley layout, 


allowing them to create a dining 
area in front of the picture window. 

THE LOOK 

Contemporary, with stainless-steel 
worktops and retro furniture. 

LESSONS LEARNED 

4 Mixing textures, like matt 
splashbacks and touches of 
metal and wood, really adds 
interest to a room / 



THE LAYOUT The base units are 
fitted along both walls, with a dining 
area in front of the window at the 
far end. The sink is opposite the hob 
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KITCHEN IDEAS Style combination 



Mixed materials 

Stainless-steel worktops 
and appliances contrast 
with touches of warm 
wood and the palette 
of soft greys and blues 
Glass splashback, £984; 
stainless-steel worktop, 
£5,900; both Amberth 




Line up 

The suspended lighting 
system echoes the sleek 
lines of the bespoke shelves 

Pendant light, £623, Viabizzuno 
rancje, Cirrus Lighting 






How we did it 

4 & We took time to do our 
research. A local kitchen company 
had been recommended to us and its 
designer really impressed us with her ideas. 
She was endlessly patient with us as we 
changed our minds and was very tolerant of 
our attention to detail. We splashed out on 
stainless-steel moulded worktops, which 
were specially made for us. The hob and 
sink had to be built in, so the measurements 
were key. We paid one price for the entire 
job, so we didn’t have to manage various 
tradesmen. The build took around three 
months, but we had to wait a further 
three months for the bespoke elements. 99 
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Treasured jewellery, passports, important documents... 
those things you love and value are worth keeping safe, right? 
Let the experts help you make the right choice. 


You’re safe with us - learn more at safe.co.uk 


sales | locks | security 






HILARY AND PHILIPS LECH 
AND TORONTO UNITS ARE BY 
TRUKITCHEN ££. FOR SIMILAR, 
TRY MAGNET'S CITY WHITE 
KITCHEN £ OR THE B3 
FROM BULTHAUP 
£££ 
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Extended space KITCHEN IDEAS 



New angle 

Removing an internal wall 
and extending the space 
has created a modern, 
family-friendly kitchen 

Toronto matt white cabinets 
and Lech Chocolate Oak 
laminate cabinets, breakfast 
bar and shelves, around 
£15,000, Trukitchen 


THE PROPERTY 

A four-bedroom, detached house 
in Sandbach, Cheshire, built in 1995. 


WHO LIVES HERE 

Hilary and Philip Beattie live here, 
with sons, Ben, 22, and Harry, 18. 

WHAT THEY DID 

The couple removed a wall between 
the kitchen and dining room, and 
extended across the rear to create 
a large family-friendly room. 

THE LOOK 

Smart, modern and streamlined, with 
a cool white backdrop, lifted by warm 
oak accents, dark polished-quartz 
worktops and splashes of bold colour. 


THE LAYOUT The base units are in 
an L-shape, with tall units recessed 
into one wall, concealing a structural 
component of the extension. A wooden 
breakfast bar bridges onto the island 


Units £15,000 

Worktops £3,900 

Sink and taps £1,910 

Appliances £5,167 

Floor tiles £2,000 

TOTAL £27,977 


TURN OVER TO FIND OUT HOW 

Hilary and Philip created their new kitchen 


LESSONS LEARNED 

In a big room, layout can be 
tricky. The kitchen company helped 
us to get the proportions right and 
keep the working area compact. 
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H aving lived in their Cheshire 
home for nearly 20 years, 
Hilary and Philip Beattie 
were itching to give their 
kitchen an overhaul. 'It was 
tired and we felt it was high 
time for a new design/ explains Hilary 
Not only did the couple replace the dated 
kitchen furniture, but they also decided to 
knock down an internal wall between the 
existing kitchen and dining room, and add 
an extension across the rear of the house, 
complete with bifold doors to the garden. 

The couple chose smart linear cabinetry 
in warm dark oak and cool matt white from 
local firm Trukitchen. ‘We were looking for 
something clean, modern and simple, and 


we felt that this combination had just the 
right amount of interest and contrast without 
appearing fussy/ explains Hilary. 

A large island is the main cooking area, 
complete with hob, with an easy turn to reach 
the ovens. T enjoy being able to face out into 
the room when I’m cooking, so I can be part 
of what’s going on/ says Hilary. The breakfast 
bar bridged off the island is a family favourite. 
The bar seats the four of us comfortably for 
meals, and it’s more sociable than sitting in 
a row at the island/ she says. 

The finishing touch for the kitchen was a 
roll of ridiculously expensive wallpaper/ says 
Hilary. T wanted to go bold, and I fell in love 
with a bright orange design. It adds zing and 
finishes off the room perfectly.’ 


White out 

Large-format floor tiles 
tie in with the style of 
the white slab units 

Unique Blanc Natural 
porcelain tiles, £57 
per sq m, Contract Tile 
Consultants. For a similar 
mixer tap, try the Olympus 
with pull out nozzle, 

£315, Franke 
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Extended space KITCHEN IDEAS 




m 


Slim slider 

A drawer within a drawer 
makes great use of 
space. The hard-wearing 
engineered quartz worktop is 
ideal for busy family use 
Silestone Dinux quartz 
worktops, £3,500, Trukitchen 


On show 

Shelves under the breakfast 
bar provide a display area 

One Stools bar stools, from 
£273 each, Magis range, 

Nest. Beluga pendant lights, 
£149 each, Fabbian range, 
Made in Design 



' How we did it 

We took our architect’s plans 
to several showrooms. Things have 
moved on since we last bought a kitchen more 
than 20 years ago, so we were impressed when 
we were shown digital designs for the layout. 

It really helped us to visualise our new room. 
We chose Trukitchen because the team was 
so professional. Every detail was carefully 
completed and they worked closely with our 
builder to create the ceiling feature to hide the 
extractor ducting. The project took 12 weeks 
- we paid £65,000 for the building work, plus 
£1,500 for the installation of the kitchen. 
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‘We swapped our 
bathrooms around’ 

Follow Claire and Paul Redwoods example and 
rethink your rooms to get exactly the layout you want 

FOR WHERE TO BUY ITEMS SHOWN, TURN TO OUR SHOPPING DIRECTORY 
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Changing rooms BATHROOM IDEAS 





Best use of space 

The couple turned their 
main bathroom into a 
luxurious en suite with 
a feature bath and basin 

For a similar basin, try the 
Costa oval countertop 
basin, £59.95, 
Victorian Plumbing 




BEFORE 



I 


Take the 

60-SECOND TOUR 

THE PROPERTY 

A six-bedroom, detached Twenties 
house in Esher, Surrey. 

WHO LIVES HERE 

Claire and Paul Redwood live 
here with their three daughters, 

Grace, nine, Holly, seven, and 
Charlotte, two. 



7T9EEVI1 






WHAT IT COST 

Bath 

£2,496 

Bath tap 

£599 | 

Basin 

£235 

Basin tap 

£145 

Loo 

£474 

Floor and wall tiles.. 

£1,996 

Shutters 

£200 

Shower screen 

£209 | 

TOTAL 

L 

..£6,354 


TURN OVER TO FIND OUT HOW 

Claire and Paul created their new bathroom 


WHAT THEY DID 

The couple turned a spare room next 
to the main bedroom into a dressing 
room and knocked through to the 
main bathroom to use it as an en 
suite. A doorway to the landing was 
added to the old en suite, so it could 
be used as the main bathroom. 

THE LOOK 

Boutique-hotel style, with a walk-in 
shower, a statement bath and 
a tranquil, taupe colour palette. 

LESSONS LEARNED 

I thought the room would be too 
cramped with a second basin , but 
now I see I could have shifted the 
loo along to fit another one in. 



THE LAYOUT The door opens into the 
middle of the room, with the bath to the 
left and the walk-in shower to the right. 
The vanity unit is next to the loo 
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C laire and Paul Redwood wanted 
to update the main bathroom 
in their home in Esher, Surrey, 
when they moved in seven years 
ago, but they held off, as they 
couldn’t justify the expense. 'We 
knew we would replace it eventually,’ says Claire. 

As it happened, being patient worked out for 
the best, because the couple’s plans changed. 
They decided to turn a spare bedroom next to 
the bathroom into a dressing room. 'I wanted 
to have an en suite that linked with the 
dressing room, so it made sense to swap our 
old en suite with the main bathroom,’ says Claire. 

When it came to decorating the new en suite, 
Claire longed for a calm, tranquil haven that 
emulated the look and feel of a boutique-hotel 
bathroom. A designer bath was top of her wish 
list, so she was delighted to find a discounted 


limestone tub online. T found a local showroom 
that had the same bath on display, so I was able 
to see it, touch it and lie in it to work out if it 
was what I really wanted,’ she says. 

Claire has added interest to the room with 
a mix of tiles, all in complementary neutrals. 
She chose a running-bond tile pattern for the 
walls in the walk-in shower, mosaics for the 
shower floor and large-format floor tiles for 
the rest of the room. 'I spent ages looking for 
a range of tiles that comes in different sizes 
and compatible colours, so I knew the tiles 
would work together,’ she says. 

Brown mosaics used as a splashback behind 
the vanity unit and in the storage recesses 
beside the bath add a stylish finishing touch. 
'The en suite is tucked away, so I go up there 
after a busy day to unwind,’ says Claire. 'It’s 
a peaceful space and a real treat to have.’ 


l Tone up 

Different-sized tiles in a 
similar shade have been 
used in the shower area 
to create subtle interest 

For a similar tile design 
in different formats and 
sizes, try the Base in 
Sabbia 60cm sq floor 
tiles, from £54.91 per 
sq m, Reed Harris 
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Changing rooms BATHROOM IDEAS 







A Functional fittings 

A floorstanding mixer tap 
complements the oval bath. 

‘I chose one with a shower 
attachment,’ says Claire 

For a similar mixer tap, try 
the Design floorstanding 
bath/shower mixer, 

£765, Crosswater 


Forward planning 

‘I opted for a stud wall with 
recessed shelves built in 
instead of a wall unit, which 
might have crowded the 
room,’ says Claire 
Cote Bastide toiletries, 
from £28 each, Attic. 

Stardust stripe bath towel 
in neutral, £18, John Lewis 



t 


Natural shades 


The dark wenge wood 
vanity unit is softened by 
the sparkly mosaic tiles 

Basin cabinet in 
wenge, £1,74,4, Line 
range, Living House 



How we did it 

We decided to use a building 
firm, Eclipse Property Solutions, 
that was recommended by my sister. When 
the builders found that the bath was too 
heavy and slippery to lift up the stairs, they 
hired a crane and brought it in through the 
window. The floor needed reinforcing, so 
they set the bath on a plinth with LEDs 
along the bottom. The delivery of our tiles 
was delayed because of snow, and then we 
discovered the order was wrong and we were 
short. I had some family coming to stay at 
Christmas, but the fitters came back at the 
weekend to finish it off, just in time. The 
building work cost around £5,000. 9? 
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‘Now everything’s 
jn proportion’ 


i Not sure how to furnish a large bathroom to best 
effect? It’s all in the planhirlg, as the Coyles discovered 

FOR WHERE TO BUY ITEMS SHOWN, TURN TO OUR SHOPPING DIRECTORY 

L 
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Spacious en suite BATHROOM IDEAS 


Love their 

STYLE? 


THE COYLES’ DRESSING-TABLE 
BENCH IS BY HOUSE ENVY £££. 
FOR SIMILAR, TRY NORDIC 
HOUSE’S RUSTIC GOATSKIN 
BENCH OR THE TEAK 
GOATSKIN BENCH BY 
NOT A BOX ££ 


Perfect balance 

The Coyles ensured their 
spacious en suite looks in 
proportion by rejigging 
the layout and fitting a 
large shower, twin basins 
and a dressing table 
Primo double basin, £580, 
No Code range, EC1 
Bathrooms. Goat skin 
bench, £375, Bloomingville 
range, House Envy 





Take the 

60-SECOND TOUR 

THE PROPERTY 

A four-bedroom, Georgian, 
terraced house in northwest 
London, bought in 1998. 

WHO LIVES HERE 

Caryn and Simon Coyle live 
here, with their 16-year old 
twins, Erin and Daniel. 

WHAT THEY DID 

The couple gained space by 
removing a hot-water cylinder 
and replaced the tired suite with 
contemporary fittings and storage. 


THE LOOK 




WHAT IT COST 

Basin £369 

Bath £283 

Taps and fittings £1,140 

Loo £246 

Shower £906 

Tiles £1,695 

Shutters £623 

Carpentry £780 

Towel rails £266 

TOTAL £6,308 




|[ TURN OVER TO FIND OUT HOW 

Caryn and Simon created their new bathroom 


Sleek Scandi style, with wooden 
panelling and matt white tiles. 

LESSONS LEARNED 

Expect the unexpected - we 
didn’t discover that the walls 
needed work until the old 
tiles had been removed. This 
involved extra costs and some 
added days to the project. 



THE LAYOUT The bath is beneath 
the window, next to the walk-in shower 
in the corner. A vanity unit is to the 
right of the door, opposite a dressing 
table. The loo is behind the door 
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T he original en-suite bathroom 
in Caryn Coyle’s northwest 
London home was a badly 
planned space that required a 
drastic rethink. 'It was a huge 
room, but the tiny bath looked 
silly, as did the pedestal basin, and the shower 
stuck out right by the doorway/ she says. 

While researching online, Caryn discovered 
architectural practice McLaren Excell, which 
she took on to plan the project. She was keen 
for the en suite to complement the pared-back 
decor in the main bedroom and key to this was 


the choice of storage. 'I wanted a Scandinavian 
look for the units/ she says. ‘We had them 
custom-made using moisture-resistant MDF/ 
Caryn then chose the twin basin to top 
the units and bought a large walk-in shower. 
Sourcing the floor tiles, however, wasn’t as 
straightforward a job. ‘It took lots of trips 
to local tile shops before I found one to 
produce the herringbone pattern on the floor.’ 
Despite her love of colour, Caryn is glad she 
went for the neutral scheme. ‘Having no colour 
accents can really work well in a bathroom, as 
it allows every detail to stand out/ she says. 


A Bespoke design 

Caryn came up with 
the concept for the 
twin-basin vanity unit 
and had it made to 
measure. Its wall-hung 
design shows off the 
striking herringbone 
tiling on the floor 
Bespoke cabinetry, £780, 
Octa Construction. S21 
white matt tiles, £70.55 
per sq m, Bibliotheque 
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Spacious en suite BATHROOM IDEAS 




5 Discreet fittings A Perfect niche 

A handleless glass door Recessed shelving 
leads to a large walk-in above the loo creates 
shower tucked away a smart display area 

in the corner of the room for bowls, vases and 

Bespoke shower door, decorative bottles 

from £890, The Shower Lab Primo Dolce 50 loo, 
range, EC1 Bathrooms £267, EC1 Bathrooms 





Modern style 

Chrome taps look 
sleek against the 
all-white scheme 

Mike Pro two-hole 
wall-mounted basin 
tap, £249, Crosswater 
range, EC1 Bathrooms 


«■ How we did it 

We moved the hot-water 
* ® tank, which gave us more layout 

options. Building work included ripping out 
the old suite, plastering, new electrics, tiling 
and installing new fittings. The builders also 
set back the main bank of cupboards, which 
originally lined up with the shower. I cut 
costs by project managing. The whole thing 
took five weeks and we stayed with friends 
for a few days when, despite the builders’ 
best efforts, our bedroom was just too 
dusty. The building work cost £6,480. 
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‘It’s small but so 
perfectly formed’ 

You can steal space from unlikely places to make 
a bathroom bigger, as the O'Briens discovered 

FOR WHERE TO BUY ITEMS SHOWN, TURN TO OUR SHOPPING DIRECTORY 



H elene and Gary O’Brien’s 
original bathroom suite 
was dated, with tired blue 
and white floor tiles and 
fixtures that were 15 years 
old. 'Water had flooded 
through to our dining room ceiling three 
times, so it was definitely ready for a refit,’ says 
Helene. The style of the new room was inspired 
by the couple’s recently renovated Shaker- 
style kitchen. T wanted a similar look for 
the bathroom,’ explains Helene. T opted for 
freestanding units to create a relaxed feel, 
and having a roll-top bath has always been 
a dream of mine, so that was a must-have, too.’ 
Tall trees outside make the bathroom rather 
dark, so the O’Briens went for a light scheme. 

T contrasted the pale walls with a darker bath 
to get a more contemporary look,’ says Helene. 

When it came to deciding on the layout, the 
couple went all-out to maximise space. They 
swapped the location of the loo and basin to 
get rid of some space-hogging pipework, then 
moved a radiator and knocked through into the 
airing cupboard to create space for a shower. 
They even gained enough room for a cupboard. 

Helene is so pleased with the finished look. 
'We really relax in here,’ she says. 'You can’t beat 
a soak in a beautiful room after a stressful day.’ 



Ultra sleek 

Minimalist fittings 
mean the new shower 
area is neat and stylish 

Argon 02 single shower 
door, £892, Showerlabs 









Take the 60-SECOND TOUR 


THE PROPERTY 

A five-bedroom, detached, Nineties 
house in Horsham, Sussex. 

WHO LIVES HERE 

Helene and Gary O’Brien live 
here with their daughter, Eva, five. 

WHAT THEY DID 

The couple knocked through into 
an airing cupboard to create space 
for a shower enclosure. New floor 


tiles were fitted, the pipework was 
updated and the suite was replaced. 

THE LOOK 

A mix of contemporary and vintage 
elements in calming tones. 

LESSONS LEARNED 

I printed out detailed information 
about all the products we had 
chosen - it made it easier to 
answer the builder’s questions. 



THE LAYOUT The loo is to the left of the 
door, next to the basin which sits under 
the window. Opposite is a shower 
enclosure, and a bath sits at the far end 
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Space-saving design BATHROOM IDEAS 


HELENE AND GARY'S ELM BLOCK 
FLOOR TILES ARE FROM UTOPIA 
FURNITURE ££. FOR SIMILAR, 
TRY WALLS AND FLOORS' 
VINTAGE WOOD PLANKS £ / 

OR FIRED EARTH'S RYE 
HARBOUR LIMED 
£££ 



Clever solution 

Taking space from an 
adjoining airing cupboard 
and rearranging the 
bathroom’s existing 
layout made room for 
Helene’s dream bath 
Painted petite Millbrook 
bath, from £675, The 
Cast Iron Bath Company 


C 







WHAT IT COST 

Bath £915 

Shower £1,076 

Furniture and basin £1,107 

Taps £913 

Wall tiles £773 

Floor tiles £386 

Loo £230 

Radiator. £111 

Paint £40 

Mirror £10 

TOTAL £5,561 

feHBi 



How we did it 

Our plumber suggested 
knocking through to steal some of 
the airing cupboard in the hall, which made 
space for a shower. I drew a plan and cut out 
the elements to scale to help me visualise 
the layout. The floorboards were removed 
to investigate leaks, pipework was replaced 
and the room was replastered. The work 
took 10 days and the labour cost £2,500. 


Making room 

in 

Tit! 

| 

A compact loo and a 



freestanding basin unit 
help to maximise space 

RAK 600 modern loo, 




£230, Victorian Plumbing 
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Ideal Home subscription offer 


Two years for 
the price of one! i 

One year of Ideal Home FREE* 


Treat your self to a copy of Ideal Home 
the nations favourite homes magazine 
every month with this amazing offer. As you 
know, we pack each issue full of style ideas, 
expert decorating advice and unmissable 
seasonal inspiration, and what s more, as 
a subscriber you can enjoy your very own sneak preview before 
each issue hits the shops. We know how much you demand value 


I 


Subscribe to 
Ideal Home today 

Never miss an issue of Britain's 
best-selling homes magazine 


Each issue is packed with the 
best reader homes, home- 
improvement ideas and 
decorating and shopping tips 



and quality, so we’ve come up with a fantastic offer this month. 

Make sure you never miss an issue of Ideal Home by 


Luxury home delivery, 
every month 


subscribing now! Subscribe today and get 24 issues of your 
favourite magazine for just £49, 
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Go Digital! Download your 
magazine right away. 
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includes access to the digital 
version for iPad and iPhone" 
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CREATE THE PERFECT BED 

Sleep is as essential for good health as exercise, so it’s important to make your bed 
the best that it can be. Here’s what you need to know to ensure restful nights 

FOR WHERE TO BUY ITEMS SHOWN, TURN TO OUR SHOPPING DIRECTORY 





" Tvf Machine-washing pillows 
every few months helps keep 
allergens down. Wash two together 
to balance the load in the drum 


: •*' 


When was the last time you replaced 
your bed? Research by the Sleep 
Council shows that after 10 years, 
your bed and mattress may have 
deteriorated by as much as 70% due 
to wear and tear and the accumulation 
of sweat, skin cells and dust mites. 

It’s difficult to get deep, restful sleep 
on an uncomfortable bed. As Jessica 
Alexander from The Sleep Council 
says: 'Just one bad night’s sleep affects 
our mood, concentration and alertness.’ 
So, invest in better sleep and you 
invest in your health and quality of life. 
If anyone’s got the formula for a comfy 
bed right, it’s hotels - it is their job 
to sell a great night’s sleep, after all. 
Premier Inn, Marriott and Hilton take 
such pride in the quality and comfort 
of their beds, that their guests can buy 
the whole kit and caboodle - mattress, 
linen and all - online, after their stay. 
Here’s what the experts say about the 
basic building blocks of a comfortable 
bed, and how to get them right... 

BUY THE BEST BEDSTEAD 

The Sleep Council has this advice: 

$ Don’t just consider how a bed looks, 
but check whether it gives the right 
amount of support (especially if you 
or your partner suffer from back pain), 
and that it’s easy to get in and out of. 

Go for as large a bed as you can 
afford and have space for. Ergonomic 
studies have shown that couples sleep 
better in a wider-than-standard 
double bed as they can turn without 
disturbing their partner - so it’s worth 
going for a king or super-king size. 

Always try before you buy and 
test a bed for comfort together if it’s 
for two. Simply try each one on your 
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short list in your favourite sleeping 
position for 10 minutes to appreciate 
the differences between them 
and feel which one suits you best. 

$ Don’t buy a bed and mattress 
separately - they have to work together. 
Sizes are not standard and even if they 
have the same description (such as 
'king size’) they may not have the same 
measurements - especially if they are 
not from the same manufacturer. 

KNOW YOUR MATTRESSES Try 
the Sleep Council’s MOT (Mattress 
Obsolescence Test) at sleepcouncil. 
org.uk - if you answer 'yes’ to three 
or more of the questions, you’re not 
getting the best night’s sleep; if you 
answer 'yes’ to five or more, it’s 
time for a new mattress. If you need 
to replace yours, here are some 
need-to-knows before you shop: 

Sprung mattresses are made from 
wire coils; pocket sprung means the 
individual springs are encased in 
fabric. Non-sprung mattresses include 
foam, gel or wadding-filled designs. 

Innovations in the sprung mattress 
market include The Smith, a 
collaboration between furniture 
retailer Swoon Editions, and boutique- 
hotel booking service Mr & Mrs Smith. 
The Smith mattress combines layers 
of Hampshire wool, cotton, silk and 
cashmere for comfort and breathability, 
as well as a double layer of pocket 
springs for support, all encased 
in fine Egyptian cotton. It’s priced 
from £499 at Swoon Editions. 

New advances in the non-sprung 
market include the Arbor (from £1,275) 
at Heal’s, which has a core of soft 
fibres, padding and Talahay latex, 
made from sap harvested from 
sustainable rubber forests. This 
material is hypoallergenic, anti- 
bacterial and anti-dust, plus it’s 
breathable and contours to your body 
to provide ergonomic spine support. 

Also new to the market are three 
mattresses that arrive packed in a box. 
The One, £349, from Made.com; Eve, 
also from £349, evemattress.co.uk and 
Leesa, from £390, leesa.co.uk. All 
promise long trial periods of 100 
nights, or 101 in the case of The One, 
with a money-back guarantee if you’re 
not satisfied. All three have a three- 
layer construction: The One is made 
up of a Cool Blue memory foam top, a 


breathable Laygel latex middle and 
a high-density Reflex foam base for 
'cloud-like’ comfort; the Leesa has 
a cooling top layer, a memory foam 
middle layer and a supportive base 
layer; the Eve has a memory foam 
top, a high-resilience comfort layer 
and a high-density base layer. 

$ Don’t be seduced into buying an 
unnecessary mattress topper - they 
are great for boosting the comfort 
and support of an old mattress, but 
shouldn’t be necessary if you’ve just 
bought the right mattress. 

TEST THE MATTRESS PROPERLY 

The only way to find the right type 
of mattress for you is to try them out. 

5* Faye Janes, assistant bed buyer for 
John Lewis explains: 'When you’re 
testing a memory-foam mattress, you 
should lie on it for as long as possible 
so it has time to adjust to your body 
temperature. It’s important to lie in 
the position you naturally sleep in. If 
you share a bed, your partner should 
always be with you when trying a new 
mattress to make sure it offers the 
right support for you both. Some 
mattresses offer split tensions, with 
one side firmer than the other - a great 
option if there’s a big difference in 
weight, or you and your partner have 
different preferences over firmness.’ 

Look for the National Bed 
Federation’s 'NBF Approved’ large tick 
logo, which means that the product 
you’re buying meets flammability 
regulations and is clean and hygienic. 

UNDERSTAND DUVETS 
TOG RATINGS 
Sally Hotchin, bedding specialist 
at Snuggledown, explains: 

'The tog rating is the duvet’s own 
scale of warmth, measured by the 


Choose the 
right pillow and 
duvet for you 


'I 

* 



filling’s ability to trap air and provide 
thermal insulation. The lower the 
tog, the cooler you will feel under the 
duvet, so for summer opt for a lower 
tog (between 3-4.5), in autumn a 
medium one (7.5-10) and choose a 
higher one for winter (12-13.5). The 
most popular rating is 10.5 as it can be 
used for all seasons, but make sure you 
choose a good-quality duvet to ensure 
it’s breathable and that you won’t 
overheat in the warmer months.’ 

BE FILLING-SAVVY Thicker 
doesn’t necessarily mean warmer. 

'Down - the fluffy feathers birds 
use to incubate their eggs - is the 
finest natural insulator around, as 
it provides warmth without weight, 
and retains heat very well,’ says Sally. 
'Synthetic fillings are good alternatives 
to down or feathers for allergy 
sufferers, and there are plenty 
of high-quality options, such as 
hollowfibre and microfibre, which 
can offer a luxurious experience.’ 



3 OF THE BEST BEDTIME LUXURIES 



DO NOT DISTURB 

Velvet eye mask, 
£9.95, White Stuff 



SCENTED SLUMBER 

Relaxing pillow mist, 
£14, L’Occitane 



EXTRA SUPPORT 

Bolster cushion, £29.50, 
Marks & Spencer 
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CHOOSE A PILLOW THAT 
MATCHES HOW YOU SLEEP 

One size doesn’t fit all when it 
conies to pillows, explains Sally: 

$ The right pillow will help keep your 
spine aligned and relieve aches and 
pains. If you sleep on your front, opt 
for a soft pillow to prevent a backwards 
stretch in your neck. If you sleep on 
your side, you’ll need a firm pillow, 
with lots of filling to support your head 
and reduce pressure on your shoulders. 
Back sleepers are better off with a 
medium pillow to support the head 
and create a gentle curve in the neck.’ 

TAKE NOTE OF THREAD COUNT 
Molly Freshwater, co-founder of 
Secret Linen Store, shares her 
expertise on sheets and bed linen: 

^ Thread count is the number of 
threads per square inch of fabric. 

The higher the count, the denser and 
more durable the fabric. However, you 
can’t judge quality by thread count 
alone, as some manufacturers cheat 
by twisting together thinner, lower 
quality yarns to bump up the thread 


count. In reality, a 600 thread count 
is about the highest you can go.’ 

Molly recommends buying sheets 
with a thread count of 200-600. 
'Anything below 200 will feel thin 
and won’t last,’ she says. 'Your sheets 
have to take more wear and tear than 
your duvet cover, so they’re worth 
spending more on.’ 

INVEST IN EGYPTIAN 
COTTON FOR DURABILITY 

Molly explains why Egyptian cotton 
is superior to standard cotton: 

)l 'Egyptian cotton has established 
a reputation for being the best for use 
in bedding because it’s a good-quality 
yarn with long fibres, which make it 
hard-wearing, yet soft to the touch.’ 

$ 'Certified Egyptian cotton is grown 
in Egypt, so it comes with a higher 
price tag, thanks to expensive growing, 
harvesting and shipping costs, but if 
you want luxury and durability, it’s 
worth paying for. Be sure the label 
says 100% or pure Egyptian cotton, 
otherwise it may contain only a small 
percentage of the good stuff.’ 


/ 

THE PERFECT BED 

SOURCEBOOK 

Try these suppliers of 
top-of-the-range products 

BEDS 

AND SO TO BED Originally 
specialising in antique beds, it now 
designs its own luxury hand-made 
bedsteads to suit modern homes. 

0808 141 4343; andsotobed.co.uk 

LOAF Loafs beautifully cosy beds 
can be customised with high-quality 
fabrics - it’ll send you free swatches 
and you can try before you buy. 

0845 468 0697; loaf.com 

MATTRESSES 

BUTTON & SPRUNG Designed its 

own mattress - the IQ spring - to 

provide exactly the right amount of 

support you need. 0333 320 1801; 

buttonandsprung.com 

SOAK&SLEEP Stocks luxury 
pocket-sprung mattresses 
by Hypnos and offers its own 
specialist orthopaedic range. 

01483 437762; soakandsleep.com 

DUVETS AND PILLOWS 
GINGERLILY Find mulberry-silk-filled 
duvets in three different weights, 
as well as 100% and 50% silk-filled 
pillows, for a luxurious night’s sleep. 
0343 216 9902; gingerlily.co.uk 

SNUGGLEDOWN This company’s 
Norwegian heritage taught it how to 
combat the cold - now its range 
of natural and synthetic duvets and 
pillows are manufactured in Britain. 
01942 721771; snuggledown.co.uk 

BED LINEN 
LINEN WORKS Its timeless 
collection of luxury linens is 
made from 100% natural flax for 
breathability and that ‘lived-in’ look. 
020 3744 1020; 
thelinenworks.co.uk 

SECRET LINEN STORE Sisters 
Molly and Harriet source the finest 
quality yarns for this online store’s 
linens. Their attention to detail, such 
as using high-quality 100% cotton 
on both sides of the brand’s duvet 
covers, ensures comfort. 

01243 606245; 
secretlinenstore.com 
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Adapts 


Be in the right bed for you. 

In today's fast paced world the value of a great night's sleep is more important than ever. 
But how do you find the bed that's right for you? Our unique Comfort Station™ Adaptive 
system is designed to help you do just that. 

First it adjusts to different firmness levels to find the one that's just right for you. Then our 
exclusive BodiTrack™ technology with its unique pressure-sensing surface identifies where 
your body needs support, helping you choose the mattress type that will provide the 
support you need for a better night's sleep. 

Visit our Comfort Station™ Adaptive in store or book an appointment online 
at bensonsforbeds.co.uk. 
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VERSAILLES DRESSING TABLE 

£174.99 



TELION RISE AND FALL PENDANT 

£64.99 



VERSAILLES BEDSIDE TABLE 

£139.99 


TORINO SMOKE CHAIR 

£86.99 


CHAMBORDE SOLID OAK CHAIR 

£69.99 


ORDER YOUR FREE BROCHURE AND VIEW THE FULL COLLECTION AT WWW.MY-FURNITURE.CO.UIC 
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nlvs... 

GROW POTATOES 

You don’t need much space, skill, time or money to 
grow delicious spuds, so give it a go this spring 



Q I CAN BUY POTATOES - WHY 
SHOULD I GROW THEM? 

Once youVe discovered the intense 
flavour of home-grown spuds and 
experienced the deep satisfaction 
of digging up your own crop, you'll 
never look back. Unlike some other 
vegetables, potatoes are very low 
maintenance once you've planted 
them. You don't need acres of space, 
either - if you don't have a garden, you 
can grow them in a compact gro-sack 
(H45cm x diameter 30cm), £7.95 for 
three, Marshalls, on a patio or balcony. 
In fact, a pile of tyres, a large bucket 
or an old plastic compost sack 
(with drainage holes) will do the job 
adequately - you simply need a sturdy 
container that's at least 30cm in 
diameter and 30cm deep. 

Q what type of potatoes 

SHOULD I GROW? 

You can't plant supermarket potatoes 
- you need to buy special seed 
potatoes from a garden centre or an 
online supplier. Each seed potato tuber 
you plant will send out lots of side 
shoots, which all swell and become 
individual potatoes. Ideally, plant 
at least three different types of seed 
potato: first early crop, second early 
crop and main crop, so you have 
potatoes throughout the whole 


summer season. Try ‘Winston’ (a first 
early), which works well boiled or 
steamed. ‘Charlotte' (a second early) 
is a flavour-packed, pale-yellow 
variety that's ideal steamed and used 
in salads, while ‘Desiree’ (a main crop) 
is a versatile potato with red skin and 
delicious waxy yellow flesh. 

Q WHEN SHOULD I PLANT 
MY POTATOES? 

Work back from when you want to 
harvest them. First earlies can be 
planted from late February to late 
May and crop in about 10 weeks; 
plant second earlies from March to 
late May - they will crop after around 
13 weeks; main crop potatoes can 
be planted from March to mid May, 
and will crop about 20 weeks later. 

Q HOW DO I PLANT THEM? 

About four to six weeks before 
planting, you should place your seed 
potato tubers on trays (cardboard egg 
boxes are ideal) and leave them to 
‘chit’, or grow little side shoots, indoors 
somewhere light and cool but free of 
frost. If you're going to grow your 
potatoes in a vegetable patch, they'll 
need a sunny spot. Start by digging 
a lOcm-deep trench, then plant your 
seed potatoes with the shoots pointing 
upwards, about 30cm apart, in rows 



IN THE BAG 
Help them last longer 

Potato preserving bag, 
£4.15, Lakeland 


ONE SCOOP OR TWO? 
A safe harvest guaranteed 

Potato harvesting scoop, 
£14.95, Burgon & Ball 


SCRUBBING BRUSH 
Get rid of all that mud 

Freshly Scrubbed vegetable 
brush, £2.50, Garden Trading 


You’ll taste the 
difference between 


home-grown and 
shop-bought spuds 



that are around 60cm apart. When 
the shoots reach 20cm, mound up the 
soil around them, leaving just a few 
centimetres showing. Repeat this three 
weeks later. If you’re growing in potato 
bags or containers, fill to just below 
the top with good-quality compost 
and place a single chitted potato 
tuber in the compost, shoots pointing 
upwards, at a depth of 12cm. Keep 
your plants well watered. 


Q HOW DO I HARVEST THEM? 

When the leaves of your plants 
begin to turn yellow and die back, your 
potatoes are ready to harvest. Use a 
garden fork to lift the earth beneath 
the plant gently, then sieve the soil 
with your hands or a potato scoop to 
gather the potatoes, taking care not 
to damage them. Brush off any loose 
soil and, for main crop potatoes, leave 
them to dry in the sun for a few hours 
before storing them in a dark paper 
or hessian sack somewhere cool and 
dry, until you need them. New potatoes 
(first and second earlies) can be 
rinsed clean and taken straight from 
plot to pot for cooking. 


Q any tips for cooking? 

New potatoes are delicious 
steamed with a few sprigs of fresh 
mint. Remove the mint before serving 
and stir through a knob of butter 
and a handful of chopped chives or 
parsley. For perfect mashed potatoes, 
mash with salted butter, milk and 
freshly ground black pepper, then 
stir through ltsp wholegrain mustard 
and a handful of grated Cheddar. 
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HOME SHOPPING 
MADE SIMPLE 



SHOP WITH OUR STYLE EXPERTS TODAY 

housetohome.co.uk/product-finder 
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designer radiators 

without the designer price tag 


Agadon Heat and Design offer one of 
the largest ranges of contemporary 
Italian styled radiators in the UK at 
unbeatable prices. 





Food news SEASONAL IDEAS 


In the KITCHEN 

This month, we’re trying tasty pancake toppings, 
baking macaroons using matcha tea, testing a handy 
kitchen gadget and comparing copper cafetieres 

FOR WHERE TO BUY ITEMS SHOWN, TURN TO OUR SHOPPING DIRECTORY 



To-do list for 

MARCH 

EAT Castello Aged Havarti 
cheese - deliciously nutty 
and creamy, it’s great on 
a cheeseboard and makes 
a mean cheese on toast, 


Tender stems of early 
rhubarb are a welcome 
sign that spring is on its 
way. Poach with orange 
zest and serve with 
crumbled sponge fingers 
and sweet mascarpone. 
For more ideas, visit 
goodtoknow.co.uk 



I 



£2.65 for 200g, Waitrose. 
DRINK Rocks Fiery ginger 
cordial with sparkling water 
and a slice of lime, for a 
refreshing soft drink, £3.49 
for 360ml, Abel & Cole. 
TREAT yourself to premium 
grass-fed steaks from online 
supplier Field&flower, which 
rears its own cattle in the 
Gordano Valley, Somerset. 
Visit fieldandflower.co.uk. 
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Try a new taste... 

MATCHA 

A Japanese green-tea powder, 
matcha has a slightly sweet, 
spinach-like flavour. Prized for 
its cancer-fighting antioxidants 
and energising properties, its 
distinctive colour makes it 
ideal for desserts, like these 
enticing macaroons. 

HOW TO MAKE Preheat the oven 
to 170°C/325°F/Gas 3, then line two 
baking trays with baking paper. In 
a food processor, blend lOOg ground 
almonds, 125g icing sugar and ltsp 
matcha powder, then sift into a bowl. 
In a separate bowl, whisk 2 large egg 
whites until stiff enough to form soft 
peaks. Gradually whisk in 50g caster 
sugar, ltbsp at a time, until the whites 
are stiff and glossy. Fold in the almond 
mix. Pipe into 28 small rounds. Tap 
the trays on the worktop to remove 
air bubbles, then leave for lhr to form 
a skin. Bake for 12min or until firm. 
Cool, then sandwich with buttercream 
or chocolate ganache or spread. 



Elegant matcha 
macaroons make 
a deliciously 
light teatime or 
after-dinner treat 


3 of the best 

PANCAKE TOPPINGS 

Naturally sweet 

Made from 100% fruit - 
apples, grapes and carob 
- it’s delicious with a 
handful of blueberries 

Fruit syrup (350g), Sweet 
Freedom range, Sainsbury’s 


Caramel heaven 

Sea salt, English butter and 
organic cream combine in 
this award-winning spread 

Fland made sea salted caramel 
(314ml), Cutter & Squidge 




Rich & indulgent 

A dark-chocolate sauce 
that’s perfect warmed and 
served drizzled over ice 
cream on top of a pancake 

Belgian chocolate sauce 
(250g), Finest range, Tesco 



j) 


LOOK WHAT WE FOUND! 

A compact hand-held spiraliser that’s 
easy to store, simple to use and quick 
to wash up. A great way to cut carbs 
and encourage kids to eat more veg 

Hand-held spiraliser, Oxo range, John Lewis 



IDEAL Q GREAT DEAL 

Warm copper tones make these cafetieres stand out 



£ 43.99 


Pro grade 

Ensure your 
coffee is extra 
smooth with this 
chic matt design’s 
fine metal filter 
Copper eight cup 
cafetiere, Barista 
& Co range, 
Lakeland 



£ 25.99 


Daily brew 

The soft-touch 
handle and 
plunger make 
it comfortable 
to hold and pour 
Pisa eight cup 
copper finish 
coffee maker, 

La Cafetiere 
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Make a double batch of 
pizza dough, then wrap half 
in clingfilm and freeze 
l to uke another day. j 
\ Defrost it overnight / 
before using / 




1 


ENJOY A 




AT HOME 


Put away that takeway telephone number 
and serve up some hot and tasty slices with 
these delicious recipes that are more than 
just your standard margherita 




Basic pizza dough 


MAKES 4 BASES TAKES 20MIN PLUS 45MIN RESTING TIME 


500g strong white bread 
flour or 00 Italian flour, 
plus extra for dusting ■ 2tsp 
fast-action yeast ■ 2tbsp 
olive oil, plus extra for oiling 


until doubled in size - this 
will take around 45min. 

3 Preheat the oven to 230°C/ 
450°F/Gas 8. Divide the 
dough into four pieces. Flour 
your worksurface and, using 
a rolling pin and your hands, 
roll each piece of dough into 
a circle - the bigger you go, 
the thinner your crust will be. 

4 Transfer each pizza base 
to a floured baking sheet 
and spread with your chosen 
toppings. Bake for lOmin, or 
according to the recipe you’re 
using for your topping. 




1 In a food processor, whizz 
the flour, yeast, olive oil, 
2-3tsp salt and 300ml tepid 
water, until well combined. 
Knead the dough on a floured 
worktop for 5min, until it’s 
smooth and elastic. 

2 Transfer to an oiled bowl, 
cover with a sheet of oiled 
clingfilm and set aside 


v- * 


144 | MARCH 2016 housetohome.co.uk/idealhomemagazine 





Home-made pizzas SEASONAL IDEAS 


Pepperoni ciabatta 

MAKES 8 TAKES 40MIN 

■ 2 ciabatta loaves ■ 4tsp harissa 
paste ■ 4tsp tomato ketchup 

or puree ■ 4-6 spring onions, 
chopped ■ 170g artichoke hearts 
in oil, drained (reserving the oil) 
and roughly chopped ■ HOg 
pepperoni or salami slices 

■ 2tsp fennel seeds ■ Rocket 
leaves, to serve 

1 Preheat the oven to 200°C/ 
400°F/Gas 6. Cut the ciabatta 
loaves in half, then split 
lengthways. Mix together the 
harissa and ketchup or puree 
in a bowl, and spread evenly 
on the ciabatta pieces right 
up to the edges. 

2 Place the ciabatta on two 
baking sheets and top the ciabatta 
with the chopped spring onion, 
artichoke pieces and pepperoni 
or salami. Sprinkle on the fennel 
seeds and season well with 

salt and pepper. Drizzle 
on a little of the oil from 
the artichokes. 

3 Bake for 15-20min until 
the bread turns golden, 
and serve with rocket. 


PAIR IT WITH Evolver IPA, 
£2.50 for 330ml, The Wild 
Beer Company 





Pissaladiere 

SERVES 4 TAKES 45MIN PLUS DOUGH-MAKING TIME 


■ 50g butter ■ 4 onions, thinly 
sliced ■ 1 quantity of the basic 
pizza dough (see left, up to 
step 3) ■ Plain flour, for dusting 

■ 3tbsp olive oil ■ lOOg tinned 
anchovies, halved lengthways 

■ 32 pitted black olives 

■ 2 thyme sprigs, leaves 
removed and stalks discarded 

1 Heat the butter in a pan and 
gently fry the sliced onions 
for 20min. Set aside to cool. 

2 Preheat the oven to 230°C/ 
450°F/Gas 8. Divide the dough 
into four equal pieces. On a 
floured surface, roll out each 
piece into an oblong shape, 


measuring about 28cm by 15cm. 
Place them on two baking trays 
and brush with the olive oil. 

3 Top the dough bases with the 
cooked onion slices, then arrange 
the anchovy slices on top of the 
onion in a crisscross pattern. 

Add the pitted black olives 
and sprinkle on the thyme 
leaves, then season with 
plenty of black pepper. 

Bake the pissaladieres 
for 20min until they 
are golden and crisp. 


PAIR IT WITH Wainwright 
ale, £1.79 for 500ml, 
Thwaites range, Tesco 
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SOME 


Gennaro has long stirred a mixture 
of butter and olive oil into his pasta. 
It’s a little Italian trick passed down 
through generations to add flavour and a 
silky smooth taste. BertolH with Butter is 
the perfect blend with butter and olive oil. 
Try stirmig some into your freshly 
cooked pasta today. 


BERTOLLl 


with Batter 

A 4e.iscma itmJ with buUcrmwt otlvv oil 


A blend with butter (22% h olive oil (2 ! %} and other vegetable oils. 



Pizza bianco 


SERVES 2 TAKES 40MIN 


■ ltbsp almond or sunflower oil 

■ 15g chia seeds ■ lOOg ground 
almonds ■ 150g ricotta cheese, 
drained ■ 125g mozzarella, torn 
into pieces ■ 1 red chilli, deseeded 
and finely sliced ■ 4 spring onions, 
trimmed and sliced ■ Handful of 
rocket leaves ■ 20g Parmesan, 
shaved, to serve ■ Extra-virgin 
olive oil, for drizzling 

1 Preheat the oven to 180°C/ 
350°F/Gas 4. Line a baking sheet 


with baking parchment and brush 
with the oil. Put the chia seeds into a 
bowl with 4tbsp water. Leave for a few 
minutes until the mixture turns gloopy. 

2 Stir in the ground almonds, plus 

a generous pinch of salt and freshly 
ground black pepper. Mix with your 
hands until a dough forms. 

3 Put the dough in the centre of 
the baking sheet and press out with 
your hands to make an A4-sized 
base. Bake in the oven for 20min. 

4 Dot the pizza base with the ricotta 


and pieces of mozzarella, sprinkle 
on the chilli and spring onion, 
and season with salt and 
pepper. Bake for a further 
lOmin. Top the cooked pizza 
with the rocket leaves, 

Parmesan shavings and 
a drizzle of olive oil. 


PAIR IT WITH St Peter’s 
organic ale, £24 for 
12 x 500ml bottles, 

St Peter’s Brewery 
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SEASONAL IDEAS Home -made pizzas 


Spicy Lebanese 
lamb calzone 

SERVES 4 TAKES 45MIN PLUS 
DOUGH-MAKING TIME 

■ 6tbsp pine nuts ■ ltbsp olive 
oil ■ 2 onions, finely chopped 

■ 2 garlic cloves, finely chopped 

■ 400g lamb mince ■ 2tsp ground 
cumin ■ 2tsp ground cinnamon 

■ ltsp ground paprika ■ 175g 
spinach leaves ■ 300g cooked 
potatoes, diced ■ Plain flour, for 
dusting ■ 1 quantity of the basic 
pizza dough (see page 144) 

1 Preheat the oven to 200°C/400°F/ 
Gas 6. Dry fry the nuts until golden 
- be careful, they can brown quickly. 
Remove from the pan and set aside. 

2 Heat the oil in a frying pan and 
fry the onion and garlic for 5min. 
Add the mince, breaking it up 
with a wooden spoon. Stir in 

the spices and fry for lOmin. 

3 Add the spinach and cook until 
just wilted. Stir in the pine nuts 
and cooked potato. Season well. 

4 Turn the oven up to 230°C/ 
450°F/Gas 8. Divide the dough into 
four pieces. On a floured surface, 
roll out each piece to a 25cm- 
diameter circle and put a quarter of 
the filling to one side of each one. 
Fold the dough over the filling 
and crimp the edges well, 
like a Cornish pasty. 

5 Place on a lined baking 
sheet. Bake for 15-20min in 
the bottom half of the oven, 
until puffed up and golden. 


PAIR IT WITH Chiron pale ale, 
£2.79 for 500ml, Thornbridge 
range, Beer Hawk 




3 OF THE BEST PIZZA-NIGHT CHEATS 



TEAR ’N’ SHARE 

Ideal for a party 

Garlic & Herb Tear ’n’ Share 
bread, £2, Sainsbury’s 


TASTE OF ITALY 

Authentic crispy bases 

Pizza bases, £1.61 for two, 
Napolina range, Morrisons 



GO ORGANIC 

Perfect pizza topping 

Organic passata, £3.29, 
Daylesford Organic 


tip 

When making 
calzone, be sure 
not to overfill them, 
to prevent them from 
leaking - and crimp 
the edges carefully 
for a good seal 
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HEART UK 
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High cholesterol is a risk factor 
of Coronary Heart Disease 



oor 


rActWM 
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ACTIVELY LOWERS 

CHOLESTEROL 


m3 


Lower your cholesterol with the natural 
power of added plant sterols* 


‘Flora ProActiv contains plant sterols. Plant sterols have been shown to lower blood cholesterol. High cholesterol is a risk factor in development of coronary heart disease. 
There are many risk factors for coronary heart disease and it is important to take care of all of them to reduce overall risk of it Consuming 1.5-2.4g of plant sterols daily 
can lower cholesterol by 7-10% in 2-3 weeks, when consumed as part of a healthy diet S lifestyle. Charity Registration No: 1003904 


Ideal Home 

MONTHLY EXTRAS, 
EXCLUSIVE TO SUBSCRIBERS 




50% OFF food or 2-FOR-l 

meals at thousands of 
UK restaurants with a 

FREE 60-day 

tastecard membership 


, card 



FREE £5 VOUCHER to 

spend online at PhotoBox 


photob*x 



50% OFF 

hand-tied Grace bouquet 
from Appleyard Flowers 



WIN the latest robot vacuum 
cleaner, the iRobot Roomba 980, 
worth £899 


iRobot 



20% OFF luxury beanbags at Pouf Daddy and 50% OFF a traditional 
steak selection box from Donald Russell 


This month, be sure to log in to Rewards to access the above offers and you'll 
find even more online - all EXCLUSIVE and FREE to magazine subscribers 


Redeem your rewards today at 

rewards.idealhomemagazine.co.uk 


The Rewards scheme is available for all active print subscribers of magazines published by Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, free of charge. Closing dates apply for each partner offer. Please visit the Rewards website for more details. 
Full terms and conditions are available at mymagazinerewards.co.uk. For enquiries, contact rewards@quadrantsubs.com or call 0330 333 0233 between 8.30am to 17.30pm (GMT) Monday to Friday. 





Garden news SEASONAL IDEAS 



In the GARDEN 


Make the most of your outdoor space this month 
with our expert tips and essential know-how 

FOR WHERE TO BUY ITEMS SHOWN, TURN TO OUR SHOPPING DIRECTORY 

Lm m V • IL4 J 


— 


r ii 
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To-do list for 

L : MARCH 


narcissi for early spring 
cheer. If you plan to mix them in 
a vase with other flowers, place 
their stems in a bucket of water 
for six hours or so to let their 
gluey sap drain out, as it can 
be harmful to other cut flowers 
and shorten their vase life. 
PLANT contemporary gladioli, 
such as ‘Green Star’, magenta 
‘Plum Tart’, burgundy ‘Black 
Surprise’ or dainty ‘Carine’, which 
has pink-sp l ashed ivory blooms. 
SOW hardy geraniums in seed 
compost, then prick out into 
a loam-based compost once 
the first leaves appear. Plant out 
after danger of frost has passed. 


Clumps of narcissi 
planted in a lawn 
or under trees will 
get bigger and 
better each year 


J/i 1 
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SEASONAL IDEAS Garden news 


Grow something 
beautiful... 

CAMELLIAS 

Admired for their glossy 
evergreen leaves and beautiful 
white, pink and red blooms, 
camellias provide stunning 
colour during the darkest winter 
days through to early spring. 
Native to the woodlands and 
mountains of East and South 
Asia, these are tough beauties 
that are happy in cooler climes. 

HOW TO GROW Best planted in 
spring or autumn, camellias do best 
in moist, well-drained, acidic soil with 
a pH between 5.5 and 6.5. The plant 
will tell you if the soil is too alkaline, 
as the leaves will turn yellow. Help 
counteract this with a thick mulch 
of composted pine bark. Plant in 
a sheltered position out of the wind 
and in partial shade, especially if it’s 
a pale-flowering variety. Add plenty 
of grit to the planting hole to improve 
drainage and water well. 



th- 


reader OFFER 


Bring beautiful colour to your 
garden with our offer. Buy one 
camellia for £19.99 or three 
for £39.98. Choose from ‘EG 
Waterhouse’, ‘Black Lace’ and 
‘Brushfield’s Yellow’. All are 
supplied as H19cm potted plants 
Visit thompson-morgan.com/ 
XIH738 or call 0844 573 1686 
and quote offer code XIH738.* 


VARIETIES TO TRY BEST FOR 


Camellia x williamsii ‘EG Waterhouse' 



A hardy variety 
that is pretty 
wind resistant. 

It sheds its 
pale pink 
double flowers 
as soon as they 
start to fade. 


Creating 
a flowering 
hedge, as it 
grows a bit 
faster than 
other varieties, 
reaching up 
to 3m tall. 



With luxuriant 
foliage and 
masses of 
long lasting 
flowers, this 
one has an 
RHS Award of 
Garden Merit. 


Containers 
on a patio, 
balcony or in 
a courtyard. 

It needs very 
little attention, 
and will grow 
up to 1.8m. 


Camellia japonica ‘Brushfield's Yellow' 



Shelter 
these showy 
anemone form 
flowers from 
cold, dry winds 
and position 
out of the 
morning sun. 


Beds and 
borders, small 
cottage-style 
gardens and 
courtyards. 
Grows to H4m 
with a spread 
of 2.5m. 


Weekend project WITH JONATHAN WILD 

There’s nothing nicer than a wild-flower 
meadow buzzing with beautiful bees and 
butterflies. The good news is that it’s simple 
to create a wild-flower meadow that you 
can enjoy every day in your own garden. 

•First, choose an annual seed 
mix - try ‘Candy’ from Pictorial 
Meadows for a palette of 
pastels, or ‘Contrasting’ for 
a mix of blues, golds and reds. 

• Mark out your area and weed 
thoroughly, removing grass 
and other culprits. Rake the 
soil level and simply spread 
a specialist meadow seed mix 
over the surface. Firm in using 
the head of the rake or your 
feet and wait for the rain. 

• After you’ve been delighted 
with the annuals, ‘graduate’ 
to a stunning perennial 
meadow seed mix. 

Jonathan Wild is 
commercial director at 
pictorialmeadows.co.uk 
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r Having " 
a Spring 
clear-out? 

Sell your 
quality pieces 
l with us! j 


FROM THE PUBLISHERS OF HOUSETOHOME 


Furnitures 


The curated online marketplac 
for preloved furniture 


Love mix and 
match? We've got 
it covered ! 


Visit furnitureetc.co.uk 




IDEAL HOME COMPETITION IDEAL HOME COMPETITION 




! 4 EASY WAYS i 
j TO ENTER | 

Call 0901 293 
0405 and leave your answer 
: to the question on the coupon 
j (below), plus your name, address : 
\ and phone number. Lines are i 
j open from 28 January 2016 
; until 23:59 on 10 March 2016. : 

: Calls cost £1 each plus your 

■ telephone company’s network i 

■ access charge. 

Text IHWINC 

i followed by a space and your ■ 
j answer to the question on the i 
j coupon (below), then your name, ■ 
; house number and postcode j 
I to 85088. Texts cost £1 each, 

; plus your usual network rate. 

: When you enter by text, you 
\ may receive SMS marketing 
: messages from Time Inc. (UK) : 
Ltd and Ideal Home in the future. ■ 
If you don’t want to, please 
: end your text with NO INFO. 

Fill in the coupon 

(below) and send to Marks & 

: Spencer/Ideal Home March 
2016 competition, PO Box 502, j 
• Leicester LE94 OAB to arrive 
: no later than 13 March 2016. 

| ONLINE Enter online 

j athousetohome.co.uk/ 
i competitions. 

I SP: Spoke Ltd (0333 202 3390) j 


Create a fresh, contemporary feel with the new 
Loft collection from Marks & Spencer 


Choose modern 
geometric 
bedding to give 
your room a fresh 
look for spring 


D esigned for modern living, 
the new Loft collection from 
Marks & Spencer offers plenty 
of inspiration for updating your home 
this spring. Whatever your interiors 
style, choose the look you love from 
the collection’s compact, clean-lined 
furniture and modern accessories. 

You can mix and match contemporary 
pieces with cool pops of colour, 
clean-cut, Scandi-inspired designs and 
lively graphic prints, with everything 
available at a great price. 

Ideal Home has teamed up with 
Marks & Spencer to give seven lucky 
winners £1,000 each to spend in 
store at Marks & Spencer Home, or 
online at marksandspencer.com. Enter 
the competition now for your chance 
to win this fantastic prize. 


WIN £1,000 TO SPEND AT MARKS & SPENCER 

SEND TO Marks & Spencer/Ideal Home March 2016 competition, 

PO Box 502, Leicester LE94 OAB, to arrive no later than 13 March 2016. 

QUESTION: What is the name of the Marks & Spencer’s range for modern living? 
A) Attic B) Loft C)Cellar 


Mrs/Ms/Miss/Mr/Title 


First name . 


Surname. 


.Address (BLOCK CAPITALS, PLEASE). 
Postcod e, 


Daytime phone number^ 


..Home phone number. 


Email address^. 


Wear of birth. 


FOR FULL TERMS AND CONDITIONS, TURN TO THE STOCKISTS DIRECTORY Seven winners will each receive a £1,000 Marks & Spencer 
gift card. No cash alternative allowed. Competition is open to UK mainland entrants only. Please note that standard Marks & Spencer terms 
and conditions apply to Marks & Spencer gift cards. These can be found at marksandspencer.com. Prize is as stated, is not transferable and no 
cash or other alternative will be offered. Ideal Home, published by Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, will collect your personal information to process your entry. 
Would you like to receive emails from Ideal Home and Time Inc. (UK) Ltd containing news, special offers and product 
and service information and take part in our magazine research via email? If yes, please tick here □ Ideal Home and 
Time Inc. (UK) Ltd would like to contact you by post or telephone to promote and ask your opinion on our magazines 
and services. Tick here if you would prefer not to hear from us □ Time Inc. (UK) Ltd may occasionally pass your details 
to carefully selected organisations, so they can contact you by telephone or post with regards to promoting and 
researching their products and services. Please tick here if you prefer not to be contacted □ Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, 

Blue Fin Building, 110 Southwark Street, London SE1 OSU (Registration no 3731200 England). 


M&S 


EST 1B84 


epp MOPF 
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TREE WITH A TWO-YEAR CONTRACT, FROM £10 A MONTH 




Meet Amy, our expert blogger: she’ll keep you one 
step ahead in the ever-changing world of tech 

FIND MORE IDEAS AND ADVICE AT gjAUlbmCtteC/l.CO/Tl 

TREND ALERT! 

CAR TECH 

Hitting the road? These gadgets will give you an easier ride... 




GIRL ABOUT TECH’S 
MANIFESTO 

I believe that 
tech should... 

• Make your life easier 

• Be super-simple 
to use 

• Stand the test of time 

• Look good and 
work brilliantly 


WHY WE LOVE IT... Let’s start with 
dash cams, which record incidents 
so you’ll have evidence when making 
an insurance claim. Some insurers 
even offer discounts on premiums 
to drivers who have one fitted. 

I’d also add a sat nav to your list - 
they’re facing stiff competition from 
smartphones loaded with map apps, 
but they’re a good way to go if mobile 
reception isn’t guaranteed or you want 
to avoid data charges. ‘You’ll also get a 
dedicated screen and a better speaker 



Stay well 
connected 

Buzzard 2, EE 

Fill your car with 
4G Wi-Fi with this 
gadget. It plugs 
into the dash so 
that passengers 
can get online, 
and doubles as 
a USB charger 



for voice commands,’ says Tom 
Brown, TomTom’s UK vice president. 

An in-car charger is vital if you’re 
entertaining those in the back seat 
with tablets or games consoles, and 
a dedicated Wi-Fi connection could 
save the day come the next tailback. 
PRODUCTS WE LOVE... Garmin 
dash cams give tips on how to improve 
your driving, while Nextbase cameras 
come with a free subscription to Police 
Witness, which forwards footage 
of bad driving to the authorities. 


Eyes on the road 

Dash Cam 35, Gormin 

This records 
HD video of your 
journey and warns if 
you’re driving too close 
to the car in front, or if 
there’s a red light or 
speed camera ahead 


£1 40 



£69.99 


. Executive 
charger 

Car Power Valet, 

Belkin 

Charge iPhones 
and iPads using 
this smart 
aluminium 
adapter, which 
protects from 
surges in voltage 



kMap it out 

GO 5in sat nav, TomTom 

Get free ‘lifetime’ worldwide 
map updates with this device, 
which pinpoints traffic jams 
to within 10m and offers 
alternative routes in seconds 



ms* 


FACT! 52% of Brits post to social media to make friends and family members jealous 
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GIRL ABOUT TECH News 


AEG's gentle washer-dryer 

Combo machines often get a bad press, but this one is brilliant 


FEATURES WE LOVE 

I You can wash and dry more at once 

Traditionally, if you wanted to dry a 
reasonable-sized wash, you’d have to take 
out some of the load first so it would have 
space to tumble. But this machine lets you 
wash and dry 6kg at a time - that’s around 
30 T-shirts. It also has a 9kg wash capacity. 

2 Clothes won’t shrink. A common fear 
of using a washer-dryer is that it will 
shrivel up your woollens, but there’s no 
need to fret over cashmere cardis placed 
in this machine. It’s one of the first models 
to be awarded Woolmark’s Blue label, 
signifying that it can clean and dry hand- 
wash-only woollens safely. Other fabrics 
are protected, too, as the machine 
automatically adjusts spin speed and 
temperature according to fabric type. 

3 It’s reliable Another complaint of 

washer-dryers is their tendency to break 
down, but this one has reduced vibration 
and a brushless motor, so is less likely 
to develop a fault. And it’s quieter, too. 

4 An outfit can be ready in an hour 
The nonstop ‘dry-to-dry’ programme 
will wash, then dry up to 6kg of laundry 
in 60 minutes. If all the outfit needs is a 
quick refresh, there’s an even speedier 
steam programme, which will remove 
odours and wrinkles in 15 minutes. 


Ob/edo// 

dmh& 





L87695NWD washer-dryer, 
£799, AEG 



^omdt/ieaLeht 

Sammy is a cute motion-sensor 
alarm - attach it to anything and, 
when it moves, Sammy will bleep 
and send a notification to your 
smartphone. So you could attach 
it to the fridge or biscuit jar to 
deter the kids from taking too 
many snacks, or to a bag, so 
you’ll know if someone tries 
to make off with it when you’re 
in a busy restaurant. Sammy is 
the first of many devices in the 
BleepBleeps range, which also 
includes the amusingly named 
David Camera webcam and 
soon-to-be-launched Lily Loco 
- a pendant your kids can wear 
or carry that tracks them and 
shows their location on a map. 





Seek Thermal thermal-imaging 

camera, Amozon.co.uk 

Turns your smartphone into a 
thermal-imaging device, so you can 
identify blocked pipes and more 


The hi-tech 
way to... 

DIY 

These tools are made 
for workin’ 


Top buy 

IXO cordless 
screwdriver, Bosch 

This bestseller has a range of 
optional attachments, including 
a cutting tool and a corkscrew, 
and charges using the same 
Micro USB cable as most phones 


Box of tricks 


Senses trouble 


£120 


Odd jobber 

MM40 Multi-Max, Dremel 


Makita 18V cordless hammer 
drill/driver with 101-piece 
accessory kit, Robert Dyos 

Tackle all your drilling jobs. It comes 
with two batteries, so you can 
charge one while using the other 


Sand, drill and cut - even 
through metal. A quick-lock 
system ensures switching 
attachments is easy and safe 


£120 


FACT! 28% of buyers would spend an average of £3,310 more on a home if it had the latest tech 
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IDEAL HOME OFFERS IDEAL HOME OFFERS IDEAL HOME OFFERS 



GET 20% OFF 

home & garden buys 

Refresh your scheme for spring with storage 
solutions, tools and more from Garden Trading 


R eady your garden for the 
coming season with the 
beautiful new home and 
outdoor ranges from Garden Trading. 
Whether you want to tidy up your 
potting shed, grow your own herbs or 
overhaul an entire space, discover 
clever storage solutions, must-have 
tools and stylish accessories to 
reinvent any landscape this spring. 

Maximise your garden’s potential 
with handy space-saving buys, 
including storage boxes, hose-pipe 
hangers and shed organisers in 
contemporary designs. Whether 


you live in a city or a village, you 
can re-create a country cottage look 
with Garden Trading’s range of trailing 
plants - simply team with plant 
supports to bring height and interest 
to your garden. Complete the look with 
outdoor dining essentials from the new 
picnic range, perfect for easy alfresco 
dining as the days get warmer. 

Ideal Home has teamed up with 
Garden Trading to offer readers 20% 
off full-priced home and garden buys, 
excluding outdoor furniture. Shop at 
gardentrading.co.uk, or call 0845 608 
4448 to redeem your discount. 


i HOW TO GET YOUR 
20% DISCOUNT 

To redeem your 20% discount online, 
visit gardentrading.co.uk and enter 
the promotional code IDEAL20 when 
you reach the checkout. Alternatively, 
if you wish to place your order over 
the phone, call 0845 608 4448 and 
quote the promotional code IDEAL20 
to claim your discount. 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS This 
i offer is valid until 1 April 2016. It is only 
applicable to products purchased at 
i gardentrading.co.uk. The promotional 
: code IDEAL20 must be entered at the 
j checkout in order to redeem this offer, 
i Only one discount code can be used 
: per order. This discount code can only 
be redeemed once per customer. Sale 
l and pre discounted items are excluded 
from this offer. All garden furniture is 
l excluded from this offer. Standard UK 
j delivery is free for all orders over £60, 

I after any discounts have been applied. 

| Garden Trading 
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^Mc4bout Vetfi explxurw... 

Induction hobs 


You might have heard of induction, 
but what do you know about it? 
These are the pros and cons... 



WHAT IS IT? You’re probably 
familiar with standard ceramic hobs, 
which have heating elements 
underneath the glass surface that 
warm up and transfer heat to the zones 
above. Well, induction hobs might look 
the same but they work very differently 
- instead of an element, they have 
a circular coil under each zone that 
generates a magnetic field. Only 
when you place a ferrous-metal pan 
onto the surface and effectively 
'complete the circuit’ will heat induce 
through the coil and into the pan itself. 



'1 YOU’RE IN 
CONTROL 

Gas may be responsive, but 

induction is even more so. It 

reacts instantly when you change the 
heat level and you can go down to very 
low settings that gas hobs often can’t 
hit. This makes it easier to, say, keep 
water in a bain-marie or hot milk at a 
simmer. Likewise, you can also hit high 
temperatures for exact amounts of time, 
which makes searing meat a doddle. 


WHY DO I NEED IT? Like the 

Kardashians, induction hobs have been 
around for ages but a lot of people still 
don’t understand their appeal. So what 
justifies forking out possibly hundreds 
of pounds more for one - a hob, that is, 
not a Kim or a Khloe - if you’re happy 
with your gas burners or ceramic 
zones? Well, in a word - lots. I’ve listed 
five good reasons (see right) why you 
should consider switching to induction 
but for me, personally, it’s all about 
control and precision (see point 1). 

If you’re still in doubt, you only have 
to look at the list of top chefs who have 
ripped out the gas burners in their pro 
kitchens and replaced them with 
induction hobs - it includes Michel 
Roux Jnr (at Le Gavroche), Nick Nairn 
(at his Aberdeen cookery school) and 
Dan Doherty (at Duck & Waffle). Dan 
finds working with induction makes 
for a much cooler, more comfortable 
kitchen, so much so that he even 
admitted to me that he’s thinking 
about getting his chefs thicker uniforms! 

'It’s difficult to burn food (or yourself) 
with an induction hob,’ says Dan. And 
if you’re low on space, you can use the 
cooktop for prep.’ The man has clearly 
seen my kitchen mid-dinner party! 



9 CLEANING 
^_I IS SO EASY 

There are no pan supports 
or burners to negotiate, 
just a flat surface to wipe 
with a damp cloth. And 
spills are less likely to 
get burnt on, as the hob 
doesn’t get hot. Now and 
then you could clean it 
with soapy water (avoid 
harsh chemicals) and buff 
it up with a paper towel. 
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Smart cooking GIRL ABOUT TECH 



YOU MIGHT 
NEED TO BUY 
NEW PANS 

Not all cookware works with an 


induction hob. Your pans need to have 
a ferrous-metal base, such as 18/0 
stainless-steel or cast-iron, which makes 
a circuit with the magnetic coil in the 
element, otherwise the pan won’t heat 
up. To test pans, hold a magnet to their 
bottoms. If it sticks, you’re in business. 
The base should also be ‘perfectly flat, 
and not dimpled, domed or ridged,’ says 
Jennifer Spragg, senior brand manager 
at Whirlpool. ‘This guarantees even heat 
distribution and the best performance.’ If your 
pans are pure copper or aluminium, you’ll need 
new ones. Some manufacturers throw in a free set 
of compatible pans if you buy one of their hobs; 
others offer ‘adaptor’ discs that sit under your pans, like 
Whirlpool’s Wpro Induction Hob Adapter Plate, from £35. 



/ ITS REALLY, 

± REALLY FAST 

Boiling two pints of water 
takes around 11 minutes 
on a standard ceramic hob 
and nine minutes on gas, 
whereas an induction hob 
with a decent boost 
function can do the job in 
little over a minute. Think 
of the time you’ll save when 
making rice or pasta, and the 
reduction in your energy bills! 



ITS SAFE 


While no appliance is childproof 
and I’d never recommend you leave 
little ones near a hob unattended, 
induction cooktops are safer than 
most. Because only the pan gets hot, not 
the hob, it is harder to burn yourself - 
albeit there’s a small amount of heat 
when the pan is removed (a residual- 
heat indicator light warns you of this). 

Most induction hobs have child 
locks, so kids and pets can’t turn the 
heat on, up or off accidentally. And 
look out for pan detection sensors that 
distinguish between a pot and other 
metal items, so the hob won’t heat up 
a teaspoon left on it. One final feature 
is a pause button. If you have to deal with 
a ringing phone or crying child, press it and 
any active zones will come down to the lowest 
heat level, so they won’t boil over. Press it again 
and the zones go back to their previous settings. 


Try these... 


INDUCTION 

HOBS 



See the heat 

NZ63J9770EK Virtual Flame 
induction hob, Samsung 

GIRL ABOUT TECH SAYS ‘Love 
the visual heat of gas? This hob 
mimics it with lights that glow 
stronger as you up the power’ 



Flexible surface 

ACM928BA induction 

hob. Whirlpool 

GIRL ABOUT TECH SAYS 
‘Connect two zones to create a 
larger area that can be set at one 
temperature for bigger pans’ 



Best of both 

C895iBK induction and 
wok-burner hob, Cople 
GIRL ABOUT TECH SAYS 
‘Breakups are never easy, so 
if you can’t be parted from gas, 
try this dual-fuel cooktop’ 



Try it out 

Everyday portable 
induction hob, Tefal 

GIRL ABOUT TECH SAYS 
‘A low-cost way to give induction 
a go, this plug-in hob has handy 
preset buttons like “boil water’” 
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8 DAYS 
;from ONLY 
\ £539pp 



LAKE GARDA, VENICE 
& VERONA 

This tour includes some of the finest 
sights northern Italy has to offer. 

SELECTED DEPARTURES FROM 
APRIL TO OCTOBER 2016. 

THE PRICE INCLUDES 

Return flights, taxes and transfers 
Seven nights in hand picked, lake-front 
hotels with half board 

Comprehensive sightseeing tours of 

Lake Garda and the Dolomites, as well 
as the fascinating, historic cultural cities 
of Verona and Venice 
Escorted by a tour manager 



3 ? 

■ 


LAKE COMO, ST MORITZ 
& THE BERNINA EXPRESS 

Experience stunning Lake Como and a unique 
train journey through the Alps. 

SELECTED DEPARTURES FROM APRIL TO 

OCTOBER 2016. THE PRICE INCLUDES 

Return flights, taxes and transfers 
Seven nights in hand picked four-star 
hotels with half board 
Comprehensive sightseeing, including 
St Moritz in the heart of the Swiss Alps 
and a trip on the Bernina Express 
A lake cruise to Bellagio and a private visit 
to Villa del Balbianello 
Escorted by a tour manager 


CLASSICAL SPAIN: 
SEVILLE, CORDOBA 
& GRANADA 

Andalusia is a beautiful corner of Europe it 
is the Spain of Carmen, Figaro and flamenco. 

SELECTED DEPARTURES FROM 
MARCH TO NOVEMBER 2016. 

THE PRICE INCLUDES 

Return flights, taxes and transfers 
Six nights in hand picked three- and four- 
star hotels with breakfast, staying in Seville, 
Granada and Mijas 

Fully escorted tours of the historic city of 
Seville, the stunning Alhambra in Granada, 
plus Cordoba and Ronda 
Escorted by a tour manager 



POMPEII, CAPRI 
& THE BAY OF NAPLES 

Stay in glorious Sorrento and visit the 
Amalfi coast and the ruins of Pompeii. 

SELECTED DEPARTURES FROM 
APRIL TO OCTOBER 2016. 

THE PRICE INCLUDES 

Return flights, taxes and transfers 
Seven nights in a three- or four-star 

Sorrento hotel with half board 
Sightseeing trips, including Sorrento, 
Capri, Vesuvius, Naples’ National 
Archaeological Museum, Pompeii 
and the dramatic Amalfi coast 
Escorted by a tour manager 


TO REQUEST A BROCHURE, please call 01283 744319 
TO BOOK ONLINE or watch videos from a selection of our tours, visit ideriviera.co.uk 


£) ®ABTA 

ABTA Number V474-4 


Supplements applicable for certain regional stations. Additional entrance costs may apply. Prices are per person, based on two sharing and subject to finite 
availability. Images used in conjunction with Riviera Travel. Offer operated by and subject to the booking conditions of Riviera Travel Ltd, ABTA V4744, ATOL 
3430, a company wholly independent of Ideal Home, published by Time Inc. (UK) Ltd. 
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Technology GIRL ABOUT TECH 


tfJmULomtluA... 

Speedv dishwasher 


In a hurry? This 
pot washer can clean a 
half load in 18 minutes and 
it s much more glam than 
a pair of rubber gloves! 



* 


How often do you pop things in the dishwasher, only to 
have to wait ages until it’s full? Meanwhile, the contents 
develop a nasty smell and a worrying green tinge. Happily, 
you’ll have no such issues with this Sharp model - it can 
wash up to four place settings in just 18 minutes, which 

is also handy, say, when you 
need the kids’ lunchboxes 
cleaned quickly for tomorrow’s 
sandwiches. There’s a function 
that pops the door open at the 
end of the cycle, so that items dry 
quicker, and a setting that cleans 
glassware and hardier crockery 

the wash results of either. 


GIRL ABOUT TECH, 

TECHNOLOGY EDITOR AND BLOGGER 


together without compromising 



OR TRY ONE 
OF THESE... 

Speedy 

dishwashers 

FOR WHERE TO BUY ITEMS SHOWN, 

TURN TO OUR SHOPPING 
DIRECTORY 



£300 


Shorten any cycle 

DFN28321 EcoSmart 
freestanding dishwasher, Beko 
GIRL ABOUT TECH SAYS 
‘Use the 58-minute Quick & 
Clean setting or press the Fast+ 
button to speed up chosen cycles’ 


Quick and intense 

CDP95380PR freestanding 
dishwasher, Candy 

GIRL ABOUT TECH SAYS ‘Dishes 
get sprayed with extra intensity 
in the Perfect Rapid Zone, even 
during the 24-minute quick wash’ 



£669 


mm *m 

Super-fast full wash 

SN578S00TG iQ700 
built-in dishwasher, Siemens 

GIRL ABOUT TECH SAYS 
‘Cleans a full load in 29 minutes, 
and VarioSpeed Plus reduces 
certain cycles by up to 66%’ 
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FIVE-STAR EUROPEAN RIVER CRUISES 

There are lots of ships travelling along Europe’s famous rivers but 
few of them can match the sheer luxury of our selection of five star 
vessels stylish and spacious, these ‘floating hotels’ cruise the Rhine, 
Danube, Moselle, Main, Rhone and Seine. 

SELECTED DEPARTURES FROM APRIL TO NOVEMBER 2016. 

THE PRICE INCLUDES 

Return rail* and Eurostar, or flights, taxes and transfers 
Five-star cabins with hotel standard beds, private bathrooms 
and beautiful river views 
Exceptional cuisine with full board throughout 
Extensive and fully inclusive touring programmes 


BRUGES BY EUROSTAR 

There can be few places left in Europe where you can switch 

off from the pressures of modern day living as you can in medieval Bruges. 

SELECTED DEPARTURES FROM MARCH TO NOVEMBER 2016. 

THE PRICE INCLUDES 

Eurostar and return rail from most mainline stations*, taxes and 
return coach transfer to your hotel 
Three nights in a three- or four-star hotel in the heart of Bruges’ 
historic centre 

Guided walking tour of Bruges, plus visits to a traditional 
chocolatier, the historic city of Ypres and a First World War battlefield 
Escorted by an experienced tour manager 


TO REQUEST A BROCHURE, please call 01283 744319 
TO BOOK ONLINE or watch videos from a selection of our tours, visit ideriviera.co.uk 


“Supplements applicable for certain regional stations. Cruise durations may vary. Additional entrance costs may apply. Prices are per person, based on two 
sharing and subject to finite availability. Images used in conjunction with Riviera Travel. Offer operated by and subject to the booking conditions of Riviera 
Travel Ltd, ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430, a company wholly independent of Ideal Home, published by Time Inc. (UK) Ltd. 


S) #ABTA 

ABTA Number V474A 


FRESH AND FRAGRANT TREE LILIES 



These incredible Oriental lilies can grow 
as tall as 2.5m (8ft) in two years. One bulb 
can produce up to 30 20cm blooms and 
take on a shrub like appearance. 

Height: 2.5m (8ft). Spread: 60cm (24in). 
Supplied as bulbs, size: 18/20. 

The collection comprises of: 

Tree Lily ‘Yellow Rocket’ 

Tree Lily ‘Starburst’ 

Tree Lily ‘Pink Explosion’ 

Buy 3 of any variety for £7.99 

Buy 9 (3 of each) for £14.99 Saving £8.98 

Buy 18 (6 of each) for £24.99 - Saving £22.95 


ORDER FORM Cut out and post in an envelope addressed to Ideal Home ‘Tree Lily 
Collection’ Offer, Dept XIH737, PO Box 162, Ipswich, Suffolk IP8 3BX 


CODE 

PRODUCT 

PRICE 

QTY TOTAL 

TCK10688 

Tree Lily ‘Yellow Rocket’ x 3 

£7.99 

£ 

TCK12257 

Tree Lily ‘Starburst’ x 3 

£7.99 

£ 

TCK12556 

Tree Lily ‘Pink Explosion’ x 3 

£7.99 

£ 

TCK12251P 

Tree Lily Collection x 9 (3 of each) 

£14.99 

£ 

TCK12244P 

Tree Lily Collection x 18 (6 of each) 

£24.99 

£ 

TCB13087 

Bulb Fertiliser 1 x 80g Pack 

£7.99 

£ 

P&P 

FREE 

TOTAL 

£ 


I enclose a cheque made payable to IDEAL HOME OFFERS (no cash, please) for the sum of £ 

First name __ .Surname,. 

Address 

Postcode 

Daytime tel no. (inc. code) . Email address . 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS Ideal Home, published by Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, will collect your personal information to process your 
, order and alert you of news, new products, services and offers available from Ideal Home and from Time Inc. (UK) Ltd by email, 
phone and post. You can unsubscribe from emails by clicking unsubscribe from within the email. Please tick here [ ] if you prefer 
1 not to be contacted by phone or post. 


ORDER BY POST: Complete the coupon above ORDER BY PHONE: Call 0844 573 1686 and quote XIH737 

ORDER ONLINE: Visit www.thompson-morgan.com/XIH737 


Offer available to readers on the UK mainland only. All orders will be acknowledged by letter or email, advising you of the expected despatch date. This offer is subject to availability. Contract for supply 
of goods is with Thompson & Morgan, a company wholly independent of Ideal Home, published by Time Inc. (UK) Ltd. Ideal Home will collect your personal information to process your order and alert 
you of news, new products, services and offers available from Ideal Home and from Time Inc. (UK) Ltd by email, phone and post. You can unsubscribe from emails by clicking unsubscribe from within the 
email. Closing date: 29 February 2016. Bulbs despatched from March 2016. 






Technology GIRL ABOUT TECH 


tfJmUUmstlma... 

Wireless headphones 



Go wireless and 
you can enjoy your 
favourite telly and music free 
from the constraints of cables 
and without disturbing 
i anyone else 


We’ve all suffered from ‘cable 
fail’ - when your headphones 
fly out as you’re jogging or you 
get caught in a wire web. Until 
recently, however, I hadn’t been 
tempted by wireless ’phones, 
but then Bluetooth got good 
and these beauties came onto 
the scene. They sound great, 
the over-ear cushions do a fine 
job of blocking out Boy About 
Tech’s snoring and the auto 
switch off and 20-hour battery 
life will get you through a few 
box sets quite happily. Wireless 
headphones, your time is now! 

GIRL ABOUT TECH, 

TECHNOLOGY EDITOR AND BLOGGER 



Beoplay H7 wireless 
Bluetooth headphones, 
£329, Bang & Olufsen 


OR TRY ONE 
OF THESE... 

Wireless 

headsets 


FOR WHERE TO BUY ITEMS SHOWN, 

TURN TO OUR SHOPPING 
DIRECTORY 



Super sound 

Y50BT wireless 
headphones, AKG 

GIRL ABOUT TECH SAYS 
‘The design is certainly “Marmite”, 
but this value-for-money set 
delivers brilliant audio and an 
impressive 20-hour battery life’ 



Running mates 

Trainer by Gibson wireless 
headphones, John Lewis 

GIRL ABOUT TECH SAYS 
‘With a second band to secure 
them to your head, these sweat- 
resistant cans are fab for joggers’ 



Musical genius 


P5 wireless headphones. 

Bowers & Wilkins 

GIRL ABOUT TECH SAYS 
‘These headphones were 
designed and tuned by the 
engineers from Abbey Road 
Studios, so the sound is sublime’ 
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VIETNAM & 
CAMBODIA 

Discover Vietnam, as well as the 
beautiful city of Phnom Penh 
and the ancient ruins at Angkor. 

SELECTED DEPARTURES 
FROM FEBRUARY TO 
NOVEMBER 2016. 

THE PRICE INCLUDES 

Return flights, taxes 
and transfers 


Stay in four- and five-star 
hotels with breakfast, plus 
five meals 

Comprehensive sightseeing, 

including Phnom Penh, Hanoi 
by cycle rickshaw and the city 
of Angkor in Cambodia 
A cruise of Halong Bay and 
a visit to Hue’s Forbidden City 
Enjoy a full day cruising the 
mighty Mekong River delta 
Escorted by a tour manager 



8 DAYS 
FROM 

£829pp 


ICELAND 

Iceland is like nowhere else, with 
its landscape forged and still being 
moulded by the essential forces 
of water, ice and fire. 

SELECTED DEPARTURES FROM 

MAY TO SEPTEMBER 2016. 

THE PRICE INCLUDES 

Return flights, taxes & transfers 
• Four nights in three- or four-star 
hotels with breakfast 
Visits to Reykjavik, Thingvellir 


National Park, Thingvallavatn Lake, 
the lava plateau atThrengsli pass, 
the immense Myrdalsjokull glacier 
and breathtaking Gullfoss Waterfall 

Whale and dolphin watching 

cruise, and see puffins on 
Reynisfjara’s volcanic sand beach 

See the Eyjafjallajokull volcano, 

relax in the Blue Lagoon 
geothermal spa and encounter 
geysir water eruptions 
Escorted by a tour manager 



INDIA 

Visit some of the most incredible 
palaces in India, as well as the 
fascinating city of Shimla, on a 
journey to this magical country. 

SELECTED DEPARTURES FROM 

FEBRUARY TO NOVEMBER 
2016. THE PRICE INCLUDES 

Return flights, taxes and transfers 
Stay in three-, four- and five-star 
hotels with breakfast, two lunches 
and two dinners 


Visits to Old and New Delhi, 
the Taj Mahal, the Amber Fort, 
the Mogul city of Fatehpur Sikri, 
Jaipur and the tigers of 
Ranthambore National Park 
Escorted by an experienced 
tour manager 

*Take an extended tour to visit 
Shimla, once the summer capital 
of the British Raj and ‘queen of 
the Hill Stations’ in the foothills 
of the Himalayas, and stay in the 
luxurious Oberoi Cecil Hotel. 



DUBROVNIK, 

THE DALMATIAN 
COAST & 
MONTENEGRO 

See Europe’s hidden treasures. 

SELECTED DEPARTURES 
FROM APRIL TO OCTOBER 
2016. THE PRICE INCLUDES 

Return flights, taxes and 
transfers 


Seven nights in three- and 
four-star hotels with half board 
Tours of Dubrovnik with its 
medieval and baroque centre 
almost untouched by the 21st 
century and Montenegro. 

Visits to Krka National Park, 
Mostar (setting of the famous 
bridge), Split (with a tour of 
Emperor Diocletian’s palace), 
and the medieval port of Trogir 
Escorted by a tour manager 


TO REQUEST A BROCHURE, please call 01283 744319 
TO BOOK ONLINE or watch videos from a selection of our tours, visit ideriviera.co.uk 



Supplements applicable for certain regional stations. Additional entrance costs may apply. Prices are per person, based on two sharing and subject to finite 
availability. Images used in conjunction with Riviera Travel. Offer operated by and subject to the booking conditions of Riviera Travel Ltd, ABTA V4744, ATOL 
3430, a company wholly independent of Ideal Home, published by Time Inc. (UK) Ltd. 
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Apps GIRL ABOUT TECH 



• V. 

WELLBEING'’ 

Feel calmer, more 
relaxed and well rested 
with the help of these 
life-enhancing apps for 
mind, body and soul 




RELAXINESS - 
RAIN SOUNDS 

Windows Phone, free 

Finding a bit of peace during 
a hectic day can be tricky, but not so 
with this mind-clearing app. Similar to the 
sounds of white noise, it uses a range 
of FID stereo themes, from soothing rain 
in the park to drops on the roof, to help 
reduce stress, improve concentration 
and recharge your batteries. Great as 
a yoga soundtrack or sleep aid alike. 


ALSO TRY 

Rain, Rain Sleep Sounds, 


ALSO TRY 


free for iOS and Android 



HEADSPACE 

iOS and Android, free 

The hustle and bustle of 
daily life means it can be 
hard to switch off without pondering this 
week’s shopping list or what to have for 
dinner. Containing 10 bite-sized sessions, 
Headspace will teach you the basics of 
guided meditation, as well as send alerts 
to keep you on track. There’s also a 
‘buddy system’, so you can help friends 
stay motivated, plus stats to show you 
how often and how long you meditate for. 

Calm, free for iOS 

and Android 



LUMOSITY 

iOS and Android, free 

Forget the gym, it’s time 
to work up a mental sweat 
with this app’s ‘fit test’, followed by a 
personalised programme of engaging 
games to hone your agility. As they’re 
addictively good fun, it’s easy to make 
the games feel like part of your daily 
routine rather than a chore. Track 
your progress and you’ll also see your 
memory and attention span improve. 

Elevate - Brain Training, 
free for iOS and Android 



SLEEP TIME 

iOS and Android, free 

Waking from a deep sleep 
can leave you a bit groggy, 
so swap your ordinary alarm for this 
clever app. Pop your phone under 
your pillow and Sleep Time will analyse 
movement during the night, waking 
you up in a light sleep phase so you’re 
ready to take on the world. Charts of 
your sleeping pattern also mean you 
can work out how long you can stay up 
past bedtime with minimal disruption. 
Q2S3E3 Smart Alarm Clock, 

£1.49 for iOS, free for Android 


pzizz 


PZIZZ 
iOS and 
Android, free 

Promising to 
create a 'new you in just 
10 minutes, Pzizz is an 
insomnia-busting, power- 
nap wonder, using calm 
music and sounds to lull 
you to the land of nod. 
It’ll generate a new 
soundtrack each time 
you use it, with optional 
voiceover suggestions 
to guide you to sleep. 
Whether you use the 
default settings 
or customise your 
own, it’s so 
easy to use, 
you’ll wonder 
how you ever 
managed 
without it. 



Piua < Q 

iTiJ 


« 


ALSO TRY 


Relax Melodies, 
free for iOS, 
Android and 
Windows Phone 



POSTUREZONE 

iOS, free 

Straighten up your slouchy 
habits with this nifty app. Ask 
a pal to take a photo of you, then adjust 
the markers to indicate where each 
part of your body is and it’ll show how 
aligned or slumped you are, saving each 
picture so you can track your progress. 
There’s the option to share your perfect 
posture online and there are exercises 
for improving your alignment, too. 
EJJjSHjS PostureScreen, £12.70 
for Android, £22.99 for iOS 



WATERLOGGED 

iOS, free 

Energy-boosting, infection- 
fighting and a weight-loss 
aid to boot, water can transform how 
you feel if you drink enough. This app 
is an easy way to stay hydrated - just 
a few clicks helps you track exactly 
what you drink each day. It’ll save your 
most-used bottle or glass sizes so you 
can log them quickly, with reminders 
and charts to help you hit your goals. 

Carbodroid, 
free for Android 


© TWILIGHT 

Android, free 

New research suggests that 
the bright white and blue 
light from your phone can suppress the 
sleep hormone melatonin, but evening 
Facebook-checkers rejoice - this app 
adapts your screen to the time of day, 
softening the blue light with a red filter. 
Great for bedtime bookworms, there’s 
also a handy preview mode for different 
settings, so you can configure it to suit. 

Bluelight Filter for 
Eye Care, free for Android 
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PLAN YOUR VISIT 

to this year’s 
Ideal Home Show 


Discover inspiration, products and expert advice under 
one roof inside the UK’s biggest homes and interiors show 



W hether you’re tackling a total 
renovation or just want to 
add finishing touches to your 
home, you’ll find inspiration at the 
Ideal Home Show, which is sponsored 
by Zoopla. Held from 18 March to 3 
April 2016 at London’s Olympia, the 
UK’s biggest homes event will be 
packed with ideas, advice and products. 

With seven dedicated show areas 
catering to every need and taste, 
this is the only place to visit when 
updating your home. Featuring 
Interiors, Home Improvements, Food 
& Housewares, Fashion & Beauty, 
Technology, Gardens and Shopping, 


the different sections give you more 
choice and bigger brands than ever, all 
in one place. Plus, discover exclusive 
show offers, new product launches and 
items you won’t find on the high street. 

In addition, there will be impressive 
show homes and gardens, inspirational 
room sets, a relaxing restaurant 
and Champagne bar, and interactive 
theatres. There’ll be a host of celebrity 
ambassadors, top chefs and respected 
experts hosting inspiring workshops 
to share their knowledge and skills. 

So, if you’ve been before or have never 
experienced the show, make sure you 
don’t miss the home event of the year. 


Your free ticket to the Ideal Home 
Show 2016 is attached to this page. 

It is valid for entry to the show on the 
opening weekend (Friday 18, Saturday 
19 or Sunday 20 March 2016). To buy 
more tickets for these dates for just 
£9.50 each (usual on-the-door price 
is up to £20), please call 0844 858 
6763 or visit idealhomeshow.co.uk 
and quote the code IHOMEC before 
18 March 2016. Children aged 15 
and under can attend for free when 
accompanied by a 
paying adult (up to 
a maximum of two 
children per adult). 

Calls cost 7p per 
minute plus the 
phone company’s 
access charge. 


idiall 

HOME SHOW 

IBMAACH J APRIL 

OLYMPIA LONDON 

Zoopla 
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Give your kitchen 
a fresh update 
for spring 


Get the kitchen you’ve always longed for 
with this fabulous prize from Wren Kitchens 


! 4 EASY WAYS 
| TO ENTER 

Call 0901 

293 0407 and leave your 
answer to the question on 
: the coupon (below), plus 
your name, address and 
: phone number. Lines are 
: open from 28 January 2016 
: until 23:59 on 10 March 
: 2016. Calls cost £1 each, plus 
; your telephone company’s 
j network access charge. 

Text IHWINA 

followed by a space and 
your answer to the question 
| on the coupon (below), then 
[ your name, house number 
i and postcode to 85088. 

: Texts cost £1 each, plus your 
: usual network rate. When 
: you enter by text, you may 
receive SMS marketing 
; messages from Time Inc. 

; (UK) Ltd and Ideal Home 
■ in the future. If you don’t 
E want to, please end your 
. text with NO INFO. 

Fill in the 

coupon (below) and send to 
: Wren Kitchens/Ideal Home 
; March 2016 competition, 

: PO Box 502, Leicester 
LE94 OAB to arrive no 
later than 13 March 2016. 

Enter online 

; at housetohome.co.uk/ 

! competitions. 

I SP: Spoke Ltd (0333 202 3390) 


T ired of your existing kitchen and 
think it needs a bit of an update? 
Wren Kitchens is offering Ideal 
Home readers the chance to win 
£7,000 to spend on a dream kitchen 
from its extensive collection. 

With three ranges, eight door styles 
and more than 40 colours to choose 
from, Wren Kitchens’ designs are 
functional and beautiful, drawing 
inspiration from contemporary trends. 
The company also has a free specialist 
home-measure service, as well as free 
3D planning and expert advice in store. 

Answer the question (right) for your 
chance to win £7,000 towards a new 
kitchen. To view the entire Wren 
Kitchens range, find your nearest 
showroom or book a free design 
appointment, visit wrenkitchens.com. 


WIN £7,000 TO SPEND AT WREN KITCHENS 

SEND to Wren Kitchens/Ideal Home March 2016 competition, PO Box 502, 
Leicester LE94 OAB, to arrive no later than 13 March 2016. 

QUESTION: How many kitchen ranges does Wren Kitchens supply? 

A) 1 B) 3 C) 12 

Mrs/Ms/Miss/Mr/Title First name 


Surname Address (BLOCK CAPITALS, PLEASE). 


Postcode, 


Daytime phone number Home phone number. 


Email address* .Year of birth . 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS Ideal Home, published by Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, will collect your personal information to process your entry. Would you 
like to receive emails from Ideal Home and Time Inc. (UK) Ltd containing news, special offers and product and service information and take part 
in our magazine research via email? If yes, please tick here □ Ideal Home and Time Inc. (UK) Ltd would like to contact you by post or telephone 
to promote and ask your opinion on our magazines and services. Tick here if you would prefer not to hear from us □ Time Inc. (UK) Ltd may 
occasionally pass your details to carefully selected organisations, so they can contact you by telephone or post with regards to promoting and 
researching their products and services. Please tick here if you prefer not to be contacted □ Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, Blue Fin Building, 110 Southwark 
Street, London SE1 OSU (Registration no 3731200 England). Lines close at midnight on 10 March 2016. If you call 
or text after this time, then you will not be entered but you may be charged. The winner will be selected at random 
from all the correct entries received. One winner will receive £7,000 worth of credit to spend at Wren Kitchens. 

If the value of their order totals more than £7,000, the difference is to be paid by the winner. Open to UK residents 
aged 18 and over. The winner may be required for promotional activity. KJTCflErvS 




ENTER GREAT COMPETITIONS AT housetohome.co.uk/competitions 


SEE MORE 
ONLINE 
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PHOTOGRAPHS (LAPTOP) GETTY (MOODBOARD) TIMEINCUKCONTENT.COM 
*RRP £399. Offer ends 1 4 February for Design your own home. 


LEARN WITH 
KLC SCHOOL 
OF DESIGN .J 


In association with 

Ideal Home 



Looking to renovate your home? 

My Design School at KLC offers 
a fun and innovative way to learn 
all the skills you need! 

Focusing on your own home project, 
course tutors and guest experts will 
guide you through the creative process, 
giving you the know-how, confidence 
and inspiration to expand your ideas 
and develop your own design style. 

Presented entirely online, you can 
participate any time of the day or 
night, at home or on the move! Plus, 
the interactive online community allows 
you to chat with like-minded people, 
share sources and discuss trends. 

TO BOOK 

Visit klc.co.uk/mds and quote 
IHI0216 for Design Your Own Home 


My 

Design 

School 


a! KLC 


KLC is world 
renowned for the 
quality of its design 
training, offering a 
range of 

qualifications and 
flexible study 
methods for over 30 
years. 


EXCLUSIVE 

50% DISCOUNT 

ENROL FOR JUST 

£ 199 * 


LAST CHANCE TO BOOK 

Closing 14 February 2016 

MY DESIGN SCHOOL: 
DESIGN YOUR OWN HOME 
15 February -18 March SO 16 

WHAT PREVIOUS 
STUDENTS SAY... 

“An interesting and 
helpful introduction 
to interior design” 

SASHA TOBY 

“Creative, 
inspirational and 
methodical” 

WENDY MIGNAN 

“An exciting journey 
into the world of 
design” 

LARISSA MILEKHINA 






perfect gift for 


Magazine 

subscriptions 

from 


Mother's Day 
6th March 




hSmk 


Iknri* 


online r 


Every subscription gift package includes 


jj Home delivery 

A gift that delivers again and again. 


££ Exclusive savings 

Discounts on the cover price. 




■* 


Subscriber rewards 

Enjoy hand-picked offers, unique giveaways 
and unmissable prizes, exclusive to subscribers. 


A magazine to enjoy anywhere 

Receive instant access to the iPad and 
iPhone edition of the magazine.* 



5& 

3) 

0330 333 4555 

Quote code: MGBQ 

7 days a week from 8am to 9pm (UK time) 

L 

magazinesdirect.com/mgbq 

Complete the 
coupon below 

A 




Complete this coupon and send to: FREEPOST RTKA-YLJG-H AAK, Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, Rockwood House, 9-1 6 Perrymount Road, HAYWARDS HEATH, RH1 6 3DH 

(NO STAMP NEEDED - UK ONLY) 


Your details: 


I would like to send a gift subscription to: 


Choose from 2 easy ways to pay: 


Mrs/Ms/Miss/Mr: Forename: 


Surname: 

If you would like to receive emails from Time Inc. (UK) Ltd. containing news, special 
offers, product and service information and, occasionally, take part in our magazine 
research via email, please include your email below. 

Email: 


Address: 


Postcode: 


Home Tel No: (inc.areacode) 

If you would you like to receive messages from Time Inc. (UK) Ltd. containing news, 
special offers, product and service information and, occasionally, take part in our 
magazine research via your mobile, please include your mobile phone number 
below. 


Mobile No. 

Year of Birth: m m ! rr 

Magazine title: £ 



Please also fill out ‘Your Details’ opposite. To give more than one 
subscription, please supply address details on a separate sheet. 


Mrs/Ms/Miss/Mr: Forename: 


Surname: 


Address: 


1 . I enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to Time Inc. (UK) Ltd., 
for£ 

2. Please debit £ from my: 

□ Visa □ Visa Debit □ MasterCard □ Amex □ Maestro 

Card No: 

nHTT3n_n -3 HM IQXJ 

Start Date (Maestro only): Issue No.(Maestro only): Expiry Date: 

hjjj jjj □□□□ 


Postcode: Signature: Date: 

(I am over 18) 

Offer open to new UK subscribers only. Final closing date for all orders is 31st March 2016. Orders will start with the next available issue please allow up to 6 
weeks for delivery, 8 weeks for overseas. All prices are discounted from the full subscription rate advertised in each title, include postage and packaging and are correct 
at the time of going to print. If the magazine ordered changes frequency per annum, we will honour the number of issues paid for, not the term of the subscription. For 
enquiries and overseas rates contact magazinesdirect@quadrantsubs.com or call +44 (0) 330 333 0233. For full terms and conditions visit www.magazinesdirect.com/ 
terms. This offer is for the travel sized versions of Marie Claire and InStyle. ‘The digital version comes free with the print edition of your subscription and is available 
strictly on a trial basis. Time Inc. (UK) Ltd reserves the right to withdraw free access to the digital version at any time. The Rewards scheme is available for all active 
print subscribers of magazines published by Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, free of charge. Digital subscribers also get access as long as the subscription has been purchased 
directly through the publishers at magazinesdirect.com. Full terms and conditions are available at mymagazinerewards.co.uk. Time Inc. (UK) Ltd will collect your 
personal information to process your order. Time Inc. (UK) Ltd would like to contact you by post or telephone to promote and ask your opinion on our magazines and 
services. Please tick here if you prefer not to hear from Time Inc. (UK) Ltd Z1 Time Inc. (UK) Ltd may occasionally pass your details to carefully selected organisations 
so that they can contact you by telephone or post with regards to promoting and researching their products and services. Please tick here if you prefer not to be 
contacted Q Time Inc. (UK) Ltd would like to send messages to your mobile with offers from carefully selected organisations and brands, promoting and researching 
their products and services. If you want to receive messages please tick here □. Time Inc. (UK) Ltd would like to email you with offers from carefully selected 
organisations and brands, promoting and researching their products and services. If you want to receive these messages please tick herd;3 ^KiiMR<igWW5B 

[CODE: MGBQ 
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SOFAS & CHAIRS DIRECT 


a free brochure call O,l€ 
visit www.oakridgedir 


CONTEMPORARY SOFAS DIRECT 
FIJOM THE MAN U FACTl^RE R 



WfkThomas ffovf 

Furniture Makers of Fine Leather Furniture / 
for Generations 


yiuiiMiwi ) ry 


REGENT 3 SEATER SOFA 
WAS £1509 - NOW ONLY £999 


• British Standard tested and approved •Made in our own UK 
factory • Direct from the factory prices • 21 day money-back 
promise • 2 year guarantee 

To view our entire range or to order your free colour brochure 

call 01443 771222 or visit www.thomaslloyd.com 



TRADITIONAL BRITIS] 
UPHOLSTERY 


AT DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER PRICES 

Woburn 3 seater sofa was £599 - NOW ONLY £449 

www. kirkdale. co. uk 

FORA FREE BROCHURE CALL 01495 243999 


Self-Fit Fitted Bedrooms 


Fit yourself or use your own fitter and save El OOO’s 



Free expert computer design - simply send measurements 

Top quality professional fitted bedroom furniture delivered right to your 
bedroom with everything that you need to complete your project - every 
door, carcase, hinge, shelf and fitting. 

Fully made to measure in your choice of design, colour and handles, We 
offer a FREE online design service, and we will send you full cotour 
computer designs and plans, complete with an itemised quote so that you 
know just what you are getting 

Fit yourself with our advice and hack up r or use a local fitter to get a top 
quality fitted bedroom without paying high street prices 

For more information and advice, cail or visit our web site 

Tel: 01530 830029 www.diyfittedxom 

Birch Bedrooms : Telford Way : Coalville : LE3 9AR 
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Furniture for living and dining rooms, home offices, hallways, kitchens, 
bedrooms, kid’s rooms and bathrooms. 

Unique designs, clever storage solutions and a huge selection of beautiful fabrics. 

We offer a bespoke element like no other and strive to offer you excellent service and quality. 

To find out more call 01264 365808 for a brochure or visit 
www.thedormyhouse.com 



To experience furniture at its finest visit us in store 
0191237 1303 WWW.DELCOR.CO. UK 


NORTHUMBERLAND I LONDON I LINCOLNSHIRE I CHESHIRE 
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FUTQfl 


SUMMER OUTDOORS 


“UK’s first purpose built 

sunken trampoline kit” 


Use the code idhtakelO 

to get a 10% discount 


FURNITURE 


Gapitalpfa' www.capitalplay.co.uk 01276 855 600 


Smart, neat 
& flexible. 


The multi-purpose Console 
table comes in two sizes. 
Either 130cm or 100cm. 
Both tables unfold quickly 
and easily from 40cm to 
80cm wide. 


Solid American oak 
legs and hinged oak 
veneered top. 
Matching oak 
bench seats also 
available. 


CiJRlDSjTY 


^ CAT 

unique^ upstyked 






— 




LovelySofas.co.uk 


SALE 
NOW 
ON 


Lovely Sofas. 

by SAXON 

Saxon Furniture Ltd., Manchester Road, Bolton. BL3 2NZ. 

Tel: 01204 368413 
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SOFAS AND SOFA BEDS 


.J j 


INTEREST FREE 
CREDIT 


REPRESENTATIVE 


BY SAXON 


The credit advertised is provided by one credit provider with whom we have a commercial relationship. 


WWW.OLDBOOTSOFAS.COM 
CALL US ON: 020 7736 3738 




FREE 2016 
m BROCHURE 
AVAILABLE NOW 
i QUOTE REF7IDH36E] 


WWW.SOFASBYSAXON.COM 

01204368410 


OLDBOOT 

INDIVIDUALLY ENGLISH 

QUALITY LEATHER SOFAS a CHAIRS 
HANDMADE IN ENGLAND 


Chester in Vintage Leather 
is available in various sizes 
& colours with sofa bed 
options, prices start from 
only £1390.00 


~ 


w? TRUST 


OVER 500 REVIEWS 
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A stunning collection 
of chairs... all with 
matching sofas! 


At HSL, our Comfort Specialists are thoroughly 
trained to find the perfect fitting chair for you 
- our huge range of Riser Recliners, Recliners, 
Comfort Chairs with matching 2 and 3 seater 
Sofas are available in 300 fabrics and 21 
leathers. Come and try for yourself at one of 
over 50 local stores. , R 


For your FREE jW 

fabric card & J ji. J§ft£§ 
catalogue... 

Call 01924 507050 quoting ED11 
or visit www.hslchairs.com 

Calls answered 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 


Free Riser Recliner home consultation 
if you’re unable to visit a store 

To book an appointment, simply call 01924 486900 
or email home@hslchairs.com 


Please post this coupon for your FREE brochure pack 


Name 


Making sitting & rising easier since 1968 

fesy \ 


Address 


Chairs available in 4 sizes 


Recliners & Riser 
Recliners available 


300 fabrics and 
21 leathers available 


dddd 


Email 


your 

chair specialists 


H‘. , , r '■ Hi ILlIriTVPhU 

BRITAIN 


Freepost Plus RTKE-LARX-YJSS, HSL (Dept. ED11), 
Unit 1-3, Grange Road Industrial Estate, 

Grange Road, Soothill, Batley WF17 6LN 


Petite, Standard & Grande 


CLASSIC AND ELEGANT CUTLERY 

from Glaze brook & Co 

- designed far modern living: 


(,1 \SI UK4H)K A < (1 


This delightful range is Old English mirror finish stainless 
steel with Dishwasher Safe Cream Handled Knives. 
Special Price for Ideal Home readers - Set for six people at 
£300, this includes six 7 piece place 
settings (as shown) & 2 Table Spoons. 

A set for four people costs £220. 

To iuwvtigme. visit m \ v\^la/cbnH»kxon> 
or call 020 7731 7135. 

Prices include VAT und delivery* 


SOFAS AND SOFA BEDS 


Caple appliances combine intuitive technology, 
functional engineering and contemporary design, 
making them easy on the eye and easy to use. 


design. living 

Tel: 0117 938 1900 
www.caple.co.uk H It 


Image: Single multifunction oven , C2236 
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FASHION ■ BLINDS 


Valentine ‘I’ve fallen in love many times , always with you” 

The beginning of a beautiful relationship, a Valentine Gift for someone special. 



Quality you can feel 

The ideal everyday bags made from the finest leather; or choose from our 
extensive range of luxury leather bags. 


Use code TIME15 for 15% on all bags. Free delivery 
Contact: myleathermanbag.com 0333 1234 104 


My Leather Manbag 



J ♦ , 

'Je/j\ieper 

Brochures by post 01773 83 6000 
www.davidnieper.co.uk/ih I 6 


EDUCATION & COURSES 


Interior Design 

Home-study courses 



■ Redesign your own home or 
start a new eweer 

* Expert tutors 

■ Recognised qualifications 

For free info REGENT 

FREE PHONE QBOO 376 261 ^*Semy 
ordM0&2204i& 

Or email mfofrr^efflacadBfny.corn 
www.ieeerHacfidemy.com 



CARPETS & MADE-TO-MEASURE BLINDS, CURTAINS & SHUTTERS 

TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT WITH YOUR LOCAL ADVISOR 
CALL 0800 587 6493 OR VISIT HILLARYS.CO.UK 

HILLARYS 

*T's & C's apply. 



ORANGERIES | CONSERVATORIES | ATRIUMS | EXTENSIONS | SUMMER HOUSES | VERANDAS 


apropos 


Authorised & Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 


ARCHITECTURAL GLASS STRUCTURE 


FOR A COMPLIMENTARY BROCHURE OR A 
DESIGN CONSULTATION CALL 


ARCHITECTURE IN GLASS 
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Market 

HK&HHHHHHBBSa 



25 % 

OFF 


We make it easier than ever to create a new or renovate 
your existing staircase. Give it a complete design 
makeover - in as little as 48 hours. Make a 
statement in your home. Call now for a free design 
appointment. Hurry! Sale on for a limited period only. 

Contemporary and classic styles 
Wood, metal, glass and lighting options 
No structural work needed 
Bespoke New and renovated staircases 
10 year guarantee 

f James Grace Staircases @JGStaircases 

Call 0800 612 8471 

or visit www.jamesgrace.co.uk 

JAMES GRACE 

Taking staircases to another level 


Transform your staircase in our 

JANUARY SALE 


*0n orders placed before 29th February 2016. 


Abbott-Wade Ltd SSL The staircase specialists since 1996 

QUALITY ASSURED JOINERY 



• N 


Transform your 
staircase in as 
little as one day 

• Contemporary and 
classic styles 

Timber, glass and 
ught iron 

Pre-finished products 

Refurbishments 
or new flights 

• Free, no-obligation 
design service 

ationwide service 

5 year guarantee as 
standard 

Flexible payment 
terms available 


Follow Abbott Wade 
@StairRenovation 


oo 



Tel: 01 744 634 442 
www. a b b ottwa de.co.uk 



Enjoy your garden all year round 
with a Glass Veranda from Eden 




Wide range of bespoke designs available 

• Huge choice of frame colours and 
weatherproof finishes 
Manufactured in all shapes and sizes 
to suit your home 

Our glass verandas can be converted 
into an open glass room at any time 

• 10 year guarantee 

CALL FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTATION AND BROCHURE 

0800 107 2727 SS? 

www.edenverandas.co.uk 

Or write to: Eden Verandas Ltd, FREEPOST RTCG SEBB KJAH, Unit 1 3 Armstrong Mall, Southwood 
Business Park, Farnborough, GUI 4 0NR ‘Terms & conditions apply. Correct at time of printing, please 
see website for latest offers. “Subject to planning permission not being required 


JANUARY 

SALE 

I30-.OFF' 
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BATHROOMS 



athrooms 


Award Winning 

♦Company 


We have the LARGEST Both room 
Showrooms in the UK? Over 3,000 
products are available to view in storei 


Price Prorme Guarantee 


Finance Options Available Showrooms Nationwide 


Open 7 Days a Week 


Open Until 10pm Weekdays 


Freestanding &<Tft 

irnnOHU 


Order Your FREE Catalogue 


Visit us online at... 

www.betterbathrooms.com 


Of can us on... 

0330 008 0850 


What makes an Albion bath unique? 

Our exclusive bath material creates a difference you can feel.... 



Request your brochure on: 0 1 255 83 1 605 

or go to: www.albionbathco.com 


ALBION 

Handmade bathrooms directly from our factory 






GARDEN FURNITURE 


Redfields make the highest quality lead planters, cisterns and fountains. 
View the huge range now and contact us for your planter or water feature 

www.redfields.co.uk 02392 870000 sales@redfields.co.uk 


Hand cast lead signs are unique to every customer. 

They’re easily attached to a wall, gate and can bend to a curved wall or tree. 
Online shop open www.leadsigns.co.uk - brochure 02392 870000 
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A louvre affair. 


SHUTTERS 


Gorgeous shutters, designed 
and installed by experts. 


For a brochure or free quotation 
contact shutterlyfabulous.com 

0800 9 700 800 


shutterlyfabulous 



r t fUOD *|CIAl 

Beautiful, draught-free windows 

- RESTORATION - DRAUGHT-PROOFING 
DOUBLE & SECONDARY GLAZING - NEW WINDOWS 


W NDOWS 


Ventro a 


Over 30 ^ 


L 0800 0277 454 


www.ventrolla.co.uk 



MISCELLANEOUS 



F?i WRITER? 


As a freelance writer, you can earn very good 
money in your spare time, writing the stories, 
articles, books, scripts etc that editors and 
publishers want. Millions of pounds are paid 
annually in fees and royalties. Earning your 
share can be fun, profitable and creatively 
most fulfilling. 

To help you become a successful writer we offer 
you a first-class, home-study course from 
professional writers with individual guidance 
from expert tutors and flexible tuition tailored 
to your own requirements. You are shown how 
to make the most of your abilities, where to find 
ideas, how to turn them into publishable writing 
and how to sell them. In short, we show you 
exactly how to become a published writer. If you 
want writing success - this is the way to start! 
Whatever your writing ambitions, we can help 
you to achieve them. For we give you an 

COURSE FEATURES 

• 27 FACT PACKED MODULES 

• 2 SPECIALIST SUPPLEMENTS 

• 20 WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS 


effective, stimulating and most enjoyable 
creative writing course... appreciated by 
students and acclaimed by experts. 

It’s ideal for beginners. No previous experience 
or special background is required. You write and 
study at your own pace you do not have to 
rush. Many others have been successful this 
way. If they can do it why can’t you? 

We are so confident that we can help you 
become a published writer that we give you a 
full refund guarantee. If you have not earned 
your course fees from published writing by the 
time you finish the course, we will refund them 
in full. 

If you want to be a writer start by requesting a 
free copy of our prospectus ‘Write and be 
Published’ . Please call our freephone number 
or visit our website NOW! 

• HOWTO PRESENT YOUR WORK 

• HOW TO SELL YOUR WRITING 

• 15 DAY TRIAL PERIOD 

• FULL REFUND GUARANTEE 


• ADVISORY SERVICE 

• TUTORIAL SUPPORT 

• FLEXIBLE STUDY PROGRAMME 

• STUDENT COMMUNITY AREA 


Get Your FREE PROSPECTUS Today! 


0800 856 2008 

TST FREEPHONE 24 HOURS Quote: B72216 

www.writersbureau.com 


Hannah Evans, Winchester “I’ve been published in The 
Guardian and Good Life earning £400. And now I’ve got 
my first book published by Bloomsbury called MOB Rule: 
Lessons Learned by a Mother of Boys. The Writers 
Bureau course provided me with structure, stopped my 
procrastination but most importantly it provided the 
impetus to try something different.” 


Kris Roberts, Somerset “When I first saw my words 
in print it was life changing. Someone else had read 
my work, believed in it, paid for it, and put it out 
there for others to see. As more articles made it to 
press, my confidence grew and I found I wanted to 
inject some of myself into my writing. At the time of 
writing this I have received £ 1 , 1 97 for my work.” 




4 


Jane Isaac, Northamptonshire "When I started the 
Writers Bureau course, I wanted to explore avenues 
for my writing and develop and strengthen my 
personal style. I had no idea that it would lead to me 
being a published writer of novels and short stories." 


YES! Please send me free details on how to become 
a successful, freelance writer. 


NAME.. 


ADDRESS .. 


POSTCODE 


EMAIL 

Freepost RSSK-JZAC-JCJG 

The Writers Bureau 

Dept B72216 
Manchester, M3 1LE 

Freephone 0800 856 2008 

www.writersbureau.com 


S TRUST LOT 




MjL 


www.facebook.com/writersbureau 

www.twitter.com/writersbureau 


4 


Members of BILD 

and ABCC | 

^email: 16Wl@writersbureau.com Please include your name and address _ 
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Love Ur House 




Lovely Stuff 
for your 

Home & Garden 
at Great Prices 
and Happy 
Shopping 


amazon.co.uk 


B 


j 


www.loveurhouse.co.uk Tel: 07967 815472 



Red L illy 


TABLEWARE 




Wipe Easy Tablecloths 

Keep your home beautiful with our stylish range 
of wipeable tablecloths. 



Hug* ONUM OB 10 lZll* 

free 5<s**n^le-s 

To Qt0cf yinfci Urt umptn. vteil Our wetsltc 

www.wipeeasytablectoths.com 


0140* 

& 


BEDS & BEDDING 



snuginteriors 

live * relax * sieeo 

The snug Winter Sale is Now On 



Beds , mattresses, bed linen, furniture, sofa beds and home accessories 

^ wfjyvi. jp dtap... 


SwfvWw ArtMrig MHftnct Aiihg 


(eefo 


0— | O-W I w 99% 99% 

www.snug-interiors.com ■ 01730 894 754 

Feefo Independent Ratings as of November 2015 



Hand-crafted to 
last for a lifetime 

tS bedde&tgns aomlablc in m ty sim 


* Free delivery and instaUntiort 
■ Money back promise 

* 10 year guarantee 

Regtu^t u brochure... 

01777 669 669 

w ww. re viva Ibed s .co.u k 




HEATING/RADIATORS 



NEW RYE TILTING RAIL 

The Rye Rail has been designed to resemble a ladder. 

The range is available in three different heating formats: electric only, dual fu6l 
utilized solely with central heating. 

Measuring 1 800mm x 520mm - tapering to 300mm_at t he top Jthe element is constructed from 1 00% 
stainless steel, with a built in thermostat. 

In either satin or a highly polished steel surface, all Rye towel rails are hand finished by the company’s^ 
craftsmen to ensure the highest quality is maintained together with a 25 year guarantee. 



JIS 

tlfT*!?* I** 

48^ 


JIS Europe Ltd. Warehouse 2, Nash Lane, Scaynes Hill, 
Haywards Heath, West Sussex, RH17 7NJ. 

Tel: 01444 831200 Fax: 01444 831900 
Email: info@jiseurope.co.uk Web: www.sussexrange.co.uk 
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See it, love it, do it yourself 

californiashutters.co.uk 


0800 m 0 \% 


CALIFORNIA 

SHUTTERS 

MJ, ma 


HOME INTERIORS 



EVEI\SLEY 

LvrrsUry biiuiaiul ts u bplliq tlctur 
ik gift bcHitirjin inn jut] in rural 
Gfcirshirr it liondmiig Dcffaphirr 

ii widi* niitg* 1 ham, I | jl#J rumr- 
Ijii i iUJ lii 'U kJI iiifiMMin iii Lduip;: 
t Until . i '■mhiitflv I liiL-lilh-i * ^tirtUtp > ^irrK 

Minn i. iiglidtu^ Wall An . Kin ln'ii'wwrr. 
Ci^nlrti ^Tiwtripi jimI nwy num . 




LIGHTING 


Christopher Wray 










599 King's Food 
London, SW6 2EL 


www-christopherwray*com 


Tel: 020 70130130 
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FIRES/FIREPLACES 



High Efficiency Gas Fires 

Convenient & Clean Burning 
Up to 5.2kW Heat Output 
Low Running Costs 
Total and Instant Control 

View our stunning range at 

www.nu-flame.co.uk 

T :Q20 9254 6802 


IChimney 

ballcdn 


Save £££s on 
heating bills! 


wwM.chtmneybaKoon.com 
Phone 01252 319325 


4 >* 




purlfrost .com 

Designer window Film 



The White 

Kitchen Company 

Designed by You - Handmade by Us 



Handmade traditional kitchen furniture 
Built especially for you 

Beautiful Oak Interior 
Dovetailed Solid Oak Drawers 

thewhitekitchencompany.com 

available to buy online at trade prices 


FLOOR COVERINGS 


Fine Oak Flooring 

SUPPLIERS AND FITTERS OF QUAUT* OAK FLOORING — 




www.fineoakfloorirtg.co.uk 
01727 826500 
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Treatex Classic Colour Collection 

High quality opaque wood finishes available in 
1 4 colours, suitable for interior or exterior use 



treatex' 

Tel: 01844 260416 

treatex.co.uk 


ilBBilll 


SIGNS & PLAQUES 



$mugk fob D panels 


£5.00 inc VAT 
plus postage 
and packaging 

Pay also on ebay 


STOPS RATTLING FENCE PANELS 


Tel/Fax: 0113 239 3636 

Email: mk.precision.tooling@btconnect.com 










■£* >* 

§L LONGACRE 


Artis 




A£tJls 

POSTBOXES & SIGNS 
For inspiration browse 

www.rocka rti sa rcs ig ns . co u k 
flr«H 0132? 351561 for « trixhurf 

CAST METAL «AUE TO LAST FRflM QTJfl F^UHDHT 


Market 


FABRICS & DECORATION 


Designer 

Fabrics 

Very best prices 
for the top names 
in fabrics and 
wallcoverings. 

(01270) 

610032 


rmd about quality l 
mad about service? 
mad about prices? 



m^botftftbHcs.com 



lOQGS OF DISCOUNTED 
DESIGNER FABRICS 


WWW. I ustfabrics.co.uk 


FabricWorld 


For the ultimate fabric 
design solution 

Curtain & Blind Specialists Full Interior Design Service 
Vast Selection of Designer Fabrics in Stock 


www.fabricworldlondon.co.uk 

Epsom 01372 723640 Open Mon-Sat Croydon 020 8688 6282 

15 West St. Epsom KT18 7RL 10am to 5pm 6/10 Brighton Road, CR2 6AA 
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THE WHITE PAINT 
COMPANY 

- 180 WHITES - 

for Your perfect white 

*80% of all paint sold in the UK 
is White, so why settle for OK 
when you can have Perfect? 

■ The Only palette of subtle white 
and off-white shades - produced 
consistently & accurately using 
novel in-house WPC technology. 

*180 shades of White in all the 
finishes you'll ever need. 

Super Fast delivery to your door. 

Shop Online now. 

thewhitepaintcompany.com 


To advertise in Ideal Home please call 

020 3148 2261 

or email 

homeinterestclassified@timeinc.com 


To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261, or email homeinterestclassified@timeinc.com 183 









Shopping directory 

Kl = mail order available - - 


Goto 

housetohome. 

co.uk/directory 

V* » K ’.OCk\f 10.1 it lO'-t 

The only interior 
.decoration directory . ' 
you’ll need 


A Abel & Cole 0845 

262 6262; abelandcole. 
co.uk IS Abode 
Boutique 07770 375767; 
abodeboutique.co.uk IS AEG 
0844 561 1611; aeg.co.uk IS 
AKG 01707 278113; akg.com/uk 
M All Posters 020 8435 6555; 
allposters.co.uk E Amara 
0800 587 7645; amara.com 
E Amazon.co.uk amazon.co.uk 
M Amberth 020 7354 8958; 
amberth.co.uk AMR Granite 
01293 550184; amrgranite.co.uk 
Amtico 0121 745 0800; 
amtico.com Anna Wiscombe 
annawiscombe.com IS 
Annie Sloan 01865 247296; 
anniesloan.com El Anta 
01862 832477; anta.co.uk 
E Anthropologie 00800 
0026 8476; anthropologie.eu 
E Aria 020 7704 6222; 
ariashop.co.uk E Art.co.uk 
020 8435 6556; art.co.uk 
EAsda 0800 952 0101; 
asda.com S3 AtNo67 01225 
938059; atnumber67.co.uk 
Attic 020 8943 9626; 
discoverattic.co.uk E 

B B&Q 0333 014 
3098; diy.com E 
Bang & Olufsen 0118 
969 2288; bang-olufsen.com 
BathroomsByDesign 020 8619 
0138; bathroomsbydesign.com 
Bathstore 0800 023 2323; 
bathstore.com E Bed 
Frames UK 01202 720777; 
bedframesuk.co.uk E 
Beer Hawk 01423 525750; 
beerhawk.co.uk E Beko 0845 
600 4911; beko.co.uk Belkin 
01933 352000; belkin.com/uk 
BHS 0344 411 6000; bhs.co.uk 
M Bibliotheque 020 8365 
2084; bibliotheque.co.uk 
BleepBleeps bleepbleeps.com 
E Blendworth 023 9259 4911; 
blendworth.co.uk Bluebellgray 
0141 221 0724; bluebellgray. 
co.uk S3 Bosch 0844 892 
8979; bosch-home.co.uk E 
Bowers & Wilkins 0800 232 
1513; bowers-wilkins.co.uk E 
Brintons 0800 505055; 
brintons.co.uk British Blanket 
Company (The) 0845 474 1747; 
thebritishblanketcompany.com 
E British Ceramic Tile 01626 
834774; britishceramictile.com 


Bronte by Moon bronte 
bymoon.co.uk E Bulthaup 
020 7495 3663; bulthaup.co.uk 
Burgon & Ball 0114 233 8262; 
burgonandball.com E Button 
& Sprung 0333 320 1801; 
buttonandsprung.com E 

C Cabbages & Roses 020 
7352 7333; cabbages 
androses.com 0 Candy 
01685 721222; candy-domestic. 
co.uk Caple 0117 9381900; 
caple.co.uk Carpetright 0845 
604 5619; carpetright.co.uk E 
Cast Iron Bath Company (The) 
01723 585896; castironbath. 
co.uk ECath Kidston 0845 
026 2440; cathkidston.co.uk 
E Chesterfields Direct 01706 
395974; chesterfieldsdirect. 
co.uk E Cirrus Lighting 020 
7193 2175; cirruslighting.co.uk 
Clarke & Clarke 01706 242010; 
clarke-clarke.com Clearwater 
Baths 0845 539 0055; 
clearwaterbaths.com Clippings, 
com 020 7060 7422; clippings, 
com E Cloudberry Living 
07780 693034; cloud 
berryliving.co.uk E Coast & 
Country Interiors 0560 154 
7886; coastandcountryinteriors. 
co.uk E Cocoon Property 
01273 556800; cocoon 
property.co.uk Cole & Son 020 
7376 4628; cole-and-son.com 
Cologne & Cotton 0845 262 
2212; cologneandcotton.com 
E Colour Flooring Company 
(The) 020 7254 3526; colour 
flooring.co.uk E Contemporary 
Home (The) 0845 130 8229; 
tch.net E Content by Terence 
Conran 020 8150 8380; content 
byterenceconran.com E 
Contract Tile Consultants 0161 
941 4143; ctc-tiles.co.uk Cox & 
Cox 0844 858 0744; coxandcox. 
co.uk E Crosswater 0345 
873 8840; crosswater.co.uk 
Crown Paints 0870 240 1127; 
crownpaint.co.uk Crucial 
Trading 01562 743747; 
crucial-trading.com E Currys 
0344 561 0000; currys.co.uk E 
Cutter & Squidge 020 7734 
2540; cutterandsquidge.com E 
Danetti 0844 804 
2222; danetti.com E 
Darkroom London 
020 7831 7244; darkroom 


london.com E Daylesford 
Organic 0800 083 1233; 
daylesfordorganic.com 
Debenhams 0344 561 6161; 
debenhams.com E Delcor 0191 
237 1303; delcor-furniture.co.uk 
E Denby 01773 740899; denby. 
co.uk K Designerpaint 01323 
430886; designerpaint.com E 
Design Vintage 01273 558675; 
designvintage.co.uk E DFS 
0808159 5604; dfs.co.uk E 
Ditchling Kitchens 01273 
958246; ditchlingkitchens.com 
Do South Shop (The) 020 8771 
0500; dosouthshop.com E 
Dotcomgiftshop 020 8746 
2473; dotcomgiftshop.com 
EDremel 0344 736 0109; 
dremeleurope.com Dulux 0333 
222 7171; dulux.co.uk EDunelm 
0345 165 6565; dunelm-mill. 
com E Dwell 0845 675 
9090; dwell.co.uk E 

EC1 Bathrooms 
020 7278 8618; 
eclbathrooms. 
co.uk Eco Flooring 07713 
285257; ecoflooringuk.com 
EE 0800 956 6000; shop.ee. 
co.uk E Farrow & Ball 01202 
876141; farrow-ball.com E 
Feather & Black 01243 380600; 
featherandblack.com E 
Ferm Living 00 45 7022 
7523; ferm-living.com E 
Field&flower 0845 689 9007; 
fieldandflower.co.uk E 
Fine Cotton Company 
(The) 0845 602 9050; thefine 
cottoncompany.com E 
Fired Earth 0113 243 0748; 
firedearth.com E Franke 0161 
436 6280; franke.com French 
Bedroom Company (The) 

01444 415430; frenchbedroom 
company.co.uk E French 
Connection 0333 400 3285; 
frenchconnection.com E 
Furniture Village 0800 804 
8879; furniturevillage.co.uk E 
Garden Trading 
0845 608 4448; 
gardentrading.co.uk 
EGarmin 0808 238 0000; 
garmin.com George 0800 
952 3003; george.com E 
Gerald Culliford 020 8390 
4656; geraldculliford.co.uk 
Giannina Capitani Studio 
gianninacapitani.com E 


Giltwood Gallery 01242 
512540; giltwoodgallery.co.uk 
Glazing Vision 01379 
658300; glazingvision.co.uk 
Graham & Brown 0800 328 
8452; graham brown.com E 
Graham and Green 020 8987 
3700; grahamandgreen.co.uk 
E Graham Sanderson 
Interiors 01423 568628; 
graham sanderson 
interiors.com EGrohe 0871 
200 3414; grohe.co.uk 

H Habitat 0344 499 

4686; habitat.co.uk E 
H&M 0344 736 9000; 
hm.com E Harlequin 0845 123 
6805; harlequin.uk.com Heal’s 
020 7896 7451; heals.com E 
Hem 0800 048 8423; 
hem.com/en-gb EHema 0845 
606 0903; hemashop.com E 
Hen & Hammock 01844 
217060; henand hammock.co.uk 
EHoarde (The) 01798 815572; 
thehoarde.com EHomebase 
0345 077 8888; homebase. 
co.uk E House Envy 01656 
863412; house-envy.co.uk E 
House of Bath 0871 230 
0867; houseofbath.co.uk E 
House of Fraser 0345 602 
1073; houseoffraser.co.uk 
EHouseology 0330 363 
0330; houseology.com E 
Hudson Reed 01282 418000; 
hudsonreed.co.uk 

U Iconic Lights 
0161 837 6092; 
iconiclights.co.uk 
E Idyll Home 01270 
812717; idyllhome.co.uk E 
Ikea 020 3645 0000; 
ikea.com/gb E In-Spaces 
020 7580 1990; in-spaces.com 
E ln The Woodshed 01373 
452989; inthewoodshed.co.uk 
EJohn Lewis 0345 604 
9049; johnlewis.com E 
Johnstone’s 01924 354600; 
johnstonespaints.com 

King & McGaw 
01273 511942; 
kingandmcgaw. 
com ELa Cafetiere 01352 
717555; lacafetiere.com E 
Lakeland 01539 488100; 
lakeland.co.uk E Laura Ashley 
0333 202 1196; lauraashley.com 
E Laura Slater 07929 
599215; lauraslater.co.uk E 


Leesa 0800 Oil 9500; leesa. 
co.uk ELexington 00 46 854 
555 800; lexingtoncompany. 
com ELinenMe 020 8133 
3853; linenme.com ELinen 
Works (The) 020 3744 1020; 
linenworks.co.uk ELinwood 
01425 461176; linwoodfabric.com 
E Little Greene 0845 880 
5855; littlegreene.com E 
Living House 01722 415000; 
livinghouse.co.uk E 
Loaf 0845 468 0697; loaf.com 
EL’Occitane 0800 368 9000; 
uk.loccitane.com E 
Lombok 020 7736 5171; lombok. 
co.uk ELouise Body 07889 
465552; louisebody.com E 
Luku Home 0118 348 3878; 
lukuhome.com ELuma 020 
8748 2264; lumadirect.com E 
Lusso Stone 020 3370 4057; 
lussostone.com 

M Madebyhandonline. 
com 07866 894201; 
madebyhandonline. 
com EMade.com 0344 257 
1888; made.com EMade in 
Design 020 7692 4001; 
madeindesign.co.uk E Magnet 
01325 744094; magnet.co.uk 
Maisons du Monde 0808 234 
2172; maisonsdumonde.com E 
Mandarin Stone 01600 715444; 
mandarinstone.com E Marble 
Workshop (The) 01844 296096; 
themarbleworkshop.co.uk 
Marks & Spencer 0333 014 
8000; marksandspencer.com 
E Marshalls 0370 120 7474; 
marshalls.co.uk Matalan 
0333 004 4444; matalan.co.uk 
EMelin Tregwynt 01348 
891644; melintregwynt.co.uk 
E Melody Maison 01302 
711116; melodymaison.co.uk 
E Morrisons 0345 611 6111; 
morrisons.com Multiyork 
0845 303 7134; multiyork.co.uk 
E Myfabrics.co.uk 
020 3326 5482 EMylands 
of London 020 8670 
9161; mylands.co.uk E 

Neptune 01793 427450; 
neptune.com ENest 
0141 586 8324; mynest. 
co.uk Nest.co.uk 01142 433000; 
nest.co.uk ENew Look 0344 
499 6690; newlook.com Next 
0333 777 8000; next.co.uk E 
Norn Living 020 7515 4422; 
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March STOCKISTS 


nomliving.com (§0 Nordic 
House 01872 223220; 
nordichouse.co.uk E Not A Box 
0330 606 1482; notabox.co.uk 

£3 Notonthehighstreet.com 

0345 259 1359; notonthehigh 
street.com IS Nubie 01825 
724160; nubie.co.uk CE3 

0 Oak World 01388 

747090; oakworld.co.uk 
IS Ocean Lighting 
01642 245066; oceanlighting. 
co.uk El Octa Construction 
07736 728833 Oka 0844 
815 7380; okadirect.com E 
Oliver Bonas 020 8974 0110; 
oliverbonas.com E Olli Ella 
020 7713 8668; olliella.com 
E One World Trading Co 
020 8974 2211; one.world E 
Orchard Home and Gifts 
(The) 0845 643 0363; 
theorchardhomeandgifts.com 
E Orla Kiely 020 7240 4022; 
orlakiely.com E Out There 
Interiors 020 8099 7443; 
outthereinteriors.com E 

P Pale & Interesting 

01797 344077; paleand 
interesting.com E 
Paperchase 020 7467 6200; 
paperchase.co.uk E Pastel 
Lane 07949 339416; pastellane. 
co.uk E Perrin & Rowe 
01708 526361; perrinand 
rowe.co.uk Petersham 
Nurseries 020 8940 5230; 
petershamnurseries.com 
Pictorial Meadows 0114 267 
7635; pictorialmeadows.co.uk 
Pinch Design 020 7622 5075; 
pinchdesign.com Prestigious 
Wallcoverings 01274 688448; 
prestigious.co.uk Primark 0118 
960 6300; primark.co.uk 
Quick-Step 
00 32 5667 5211; 
quick-step.co.uk 
E Quooker 020 7923 3355; 
quooker.com E Rastall & 
Daughters 07967 344057; 
rastallanddaughters.com 
Rebecca Callis Porcelain 
rebeccacallis.co.uk E Red Lilly 
01206 864260; redlilly.co.uk 
E Reed Harris 020 7736 7511; 
reedharris.co.uk E Robert Dyas 


0845 873 5667; robertdyas. 
co.uk E Roberts Radio 01709 
571722; robertsradio.co.uk E 
Rocco Stone 0800 023 4118; 
roccostone.co.uk E Rockett 
St George 01444 253391; 
rockettstgeorge.co.uk E 
Romo 01623 756699; romo. 
com Rose & Grey 0161 926 
8763; roseandgrey.co.uk E 
Rough Old Glass 0845 548 
8586; rougholdglass.co.uk E 
Rowen & Wren 01932 847538; 
rowenandwren.co.uk E Ruark 
Audio 01702 601410; ruarkaudio. 
com E Rug Merchant 01244 
314865; rugmerchant.co.uk E 

S Sainsbury’s 0800 

636262; sainsburys.co.uk 
E Sandberg 00 46 
321 531 660; sandbergab.se 
Sanderson 0844 543 
9500; sanderson-uk.com 
Scandinavian Shop (The) 

01436 673623; Scandinavian 
shop.co.uk E Scott Howard 
Iconic Designs 020 7724 
1130; scotthoward.co.uk 
Scumble Goosie 01453 731305; 
scumblegoosie.co.uk ESharp 
0800 262958; sharp.co.uk 
Showerlabs 01375 390444; 
theshowerlab.com Shutterly 
Fabulous 0808 163 3924; 
shutterlyfabulous.com Siemens 
0844 892 8999; siemens-home. 
co.uk Soak & Sleep 01483 
437762; soakandsleep.com E 
Sofa Workshop 0808 252 
0980; sofaworkshop.com E 
Sophie Allport 0845 017 7866; 
sophieallport.com ESteiff 
020 8097 3015; steiff.com E 
Stonekast 0845 504 0474; 
stonekast.co.uk St Peter’s 
Brewery 01986 782322; 
stpetersbrewery.co.uk E Style 
Studio stylestudio.co.uk Swag 
01273 688504; swagantiques. 
com Swoon Editions 020 3137 
2464; swoon editions.com E 
Tamasyn Gambell 
tamasyngambell.com 
E Tefal 0345 148 9101; 
homeandcook.co.uk ETesco 
0800 323 4040; tesco.com E 
Tesco Direct 0800 323 4050; 


tesco.com/direct E Think Taps 
thinktaps.co.uk E Tinsmiths 
01531 632083; tinsmiths.co.uk 
E Toast 0333 400 5200; 
toa.st ETomTom tomtom.com 
ETrukitchen 01625 533111; 
trukitchen.co.uk Tuiss 0800 
862 0466; tuiss.co.uk E 
yUnique & 

Unity 0845 
\^J V 605 9699; 
uniqueandunity.co.uk E 
Urbanara 0800 779 7527; 
urbanara.co.uk EUtopia 
Furniture 01902 406446; 
utopiagroup.com Very 
0844 822 2321; very.co.uk 
EVictorian Plumbing 0800 
862 0878; victorianplumbing. 
co.uk EVilla Nova 01623 
756699; villanova.co.uk 
Villeroy & Boch 020 8875 
6060; villeroy-boch.co.uk 
Vincent and Barn 0118 328 
7088; vincentandbarn.co.uk E 
Voga 020 3176 2802; voga.com 
E Voyage Decoration 0141 641 
1700; voyagedecoration.com 
Voyage Maison 0141 641 1700; 
voyagemaison.co.uk E 
TTT f M Waitrose 
\ \ / / 0800 188884; 

V ▼ M J waitrose.com 
E Wallpaperdirect 01323 
430886; wallpaperdirect.com 
E Walls and Floors 01536 
314730; wallsandfloors.co.uk E 
Wayfair 0800 169 0423; wayfair. 
co.uk ^Whirlpool 0844 815 
8989; whirlpool.co.uk E 
White Stuff 020 3752 5360; 
whitestuff.com E Wild & Wolf 
01225 789909; wildandwolf.com 
E Wild Beer Company (The) 
01749 838742; wildbeer. 
myshopify.com EWilko 
0800 032 9329; wilko.com E 
Wilmshurst Brothers 01273 
683255; wilmshurstbrosltd.co.uk 
Window Film Company 
(The) 01494 854241; window 
film.co.uk EWoodwarm Stoves 
01884 35806; woodwarms 
toves.co.uk Woven 020 
7193 0505; woven.co.uk 
Zuzunaga 020 733 6680; 
zuzunaga.com E 




FULL TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR MARKS & SPENCER COMPETITION ON PAGE 154 The promoter 
of this competition is Ideal Home. The prize supplier is Marks & Spencer. Prize consists of 7 x £1,000 gift 
cards which can be redeemed in selected UK stores or online at marksandspencer.com. Please note that 
standard Marks & Spencer terms and conditions apply to Marks & Spencer gift cards. These can be found at 
marksandspencer.com. Prize is as stated, is not transferable and no cash or other alternative will be offered. 
Entry instructions form part of the rules. This competition is open to readers aged over 18 who are resident in 
the UK, Channel Islands, other than the employees (and their families) of Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, the reproduction 
house and printer of Ideal Home, and participating sponsors and their agents. Use of a false name or address 
will result in disqualification. All entries must be made directly by the person entering the competition. No bulk 
or third-party entries accepted. The winner will be notified by email from Ideal Home after the closing date. 
Failure to respond within two weeks and/or provide an address for delivery, or failure to meet the eligibility 
requirements may result in forfeiture of the prize. If they cannot be contacted, or are unable comply with 
these terms and conditions, the Promoter reserves the right to offer the prize to the next eligible entrant 
drawn at random. In the event of a competition prize being unavailable, Ideal Home reserves the right to 
offer a prize of greater or equal value. All prizes must be accepted as offered. There can be no alternative 
awards, upgrades, cash or otherwise. All details and prices are correct at time of going to press. Proof of 
posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. No responsibility can be accepted for entries that are lost, 
delayed or damaged in the post. No correspondence can be entered into and no entry returned. Only one 
entry per household. The decision of the Editor is final. Entry implies acceptance of these rules. The winner 
must be prepared to co-operate with publicity arising as a result of winning a competition. The closing date 
is 10 March 2016 (postal entries must be received by the 13 March 2016). 


Enjoy the special touch that candles add to your home, but take care to use them safely: 
Always place lit candles well away from foliage, furniture, curtains and soft furnishings, and 
always out of draughts i Keep candles out of reach of children and pets 
■ Never leave a burning candle unattended ■ Keep candles away from hair / \ 
and clothing ■ Always place candles upright in suitable holders that can’t v - 
easily fall over ■ Always be sure that candles are properly extinguished 
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showstopper 

thuUhj Lo tutl h tti 


These are The Big Ones for every Brit’s 
bucket list. Your Easter staycation starts here! 



1. CHATSWORTH HOUSE 

Derbyshire (chatsworth.org) 

Sir William Cavendish bought 
Chatsworth for a mere £600 in 1549 
and, after being passed down through 
16 generations, it's now the family 
home of the Duke and Duchess of 
Derbyshire. It's the stately home 
everyone's heard of, thanks to the 
BBC behind-the-scenes documentary 
and its star role as Mr Darcy's 
Pemberley in the TV adaptation of 
Pride & Prejudice (yes, the one with 
Colin Firth in a wet shirt...). You'll 
need a whole day to do it justice: with 
its art collection including ancient 
Egyptian sculpture and masterpieces 
by Rembrandt, Renoir and Lucian 
Freud, its beautifully landscaped 
grounds complete with 300-year- 
old cascade, plus its working farm, 
there's loads to see. Don't miss the 
brilliant farm shop or the boutique 
shops specialising in interiors, 
gardening and children's toys. 
Nearby: In the heart of the Peak 
District, Chatsworth is surrounded 
by walking and cycling trails for 
outdoorsy types (peakdistrict.gov.uk). 

2. BLENHEIM PALACE 

Oxfordshire (blenheimpalace.com) 

Did you spot it in the latest Bond film, 
Spectre? Blenheim starred as the 
Roman palazzo - a role it could pull 
off thanks to its magnificent baroque- 
style architecture by Vanbrugh and 
Hawksmoor. Allegedly inspired by 
Versailles, it signalled the start of 
English Romanticism. The palace 
was built as a gift from Queen Anne 
to the First Duke of Marlborough 
for his victory in the 1704 Battle of 
Blenheim, but is best known as the 
birthplace of Sir Winston Churchill 
(there's a special exhibition there to 


commemorate 50 years since his 
death). For a sophisticated day trip, 
indulge in a smart Sunday lunch in 
the Orangery, or for a fun family 
outing, hop on the miniature train to 
the hedge maze and butterfly garden. 
Nearby: Go sightseeing in Oxford - 
visit the colleges, take a leisurely punt 
along the river or try a city tour on 
two wheels (oxfordbicycletours.com). 

3. OSBORNE HOUSE Isle of 

Wight (english-heritage.org.uk) 

Imagine being queen for a day 
at the once-upon-a-time summer 
home of Victoria and Albert. The 
Italian-inspired house reflects 
the more relaxed side of the usually 
austere Queen Victoria, and while 
it might be palatial, Osborne also 
embodies all the fun and charm of the 
English seaside. The Queen regularly 
bathed at the private beach - it's 
worth the walk down there to see her 
personal bathing machine, visit the 
ice-cream parlour and enjoy a slice 
of Victorian life playing skittles and 
quoits, or watching a Punch & Judy 
show. In the gardens you'll find the 
poshest Wendy house ever - Swiss 
Cottage - designed between 1853 
and 1854 by Albert for his children. 
Nearby: Head to Blackgang Chine to 
see swashbuckling pirates, cowboys 
and dinosaurs, as well as rides and 
games (blackgangchine.com). 

4. WADDESDON MANOR 

Buckinghamshire 

(waddesdon.org.uk) 

With its medieval maiden's hat-style 
turrets, Waddesdon looks like a 
fairy-tale castle. The vision of a banker, 
Baron Ferdinand de Rothschild, it 
took 14 years to complete and hosted 
the creme de la creme of guests within 


royal, cultural and political circles 
at its glittering house parties. The 
bachelor's wing, with its billiard room, 
could have been a 'man cave' for the 
19th century. Priceless paintings, 
porcelain and objets (as you'd expect 
from a family of fine-art collectors) 
litter the flamboyant decor. Don't 
miss the wine cellar, housing 100,000 
bottles and charting 150 years of 
Rothschild wine-making history, 
and look out for the Rothschild 
mynah bird in the rococo-style aviary. 
Nearby: Stay at the boutique Five 
Arrows hotel and pick up some 
designer bargains at Bicester 
Shopping Village on the way 
home (bicestervillage.com). 

5. HATFIELD HOUSE 

Hertfordshire (hatfield-house.co.uk) 

Elizabeth I learned she would become 
queen in the Old Palace (which you 
can still visit on the estate) and when 
Hatfield was built by the first Earl 
of Salisbury, Robert Cecil, in 1611, 
the breathtaking marble hall was 
decorated with the famous Rainbow 
portrait, depicting the new queen 
as the bringer of peace. The house 
is a great example of Jacobean 
architecture - look out for the 
elaborate stone, marble and mosaic 
chimneypieces and the beautifully 
carved Grand Staircase, complete 
with special gates designed to stop 
the household dogs getting into the 
state rooms. Don't miss the blinging 
gold-covered ceiling in the Long 
Gallery or Hatfield Park Farm, 
where there's a mini version of 
the house in the kids' play area 
and rare-breed animals to see. 

Nearby: Visit the stunning gardens at 
specialist horticultural college, Capel 
Manor (capelmanorgardens.co.uk). 
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Substantial savings on all our bespoke handcrafted furniture 


NEVILLE JOHNSON 

DESIGN WITHOUT COMPROMISE 


With substantia! savings cm all styles and finishes the Neville Johnson Sale provides the perfect 
opportunity to own the bcautifti], handcrafted bespoke furniture you’ve always dreamed of 
Whether you're looking for the ultimate home study, a sumptuous bedroom, a home cinema 
ora magnificent library for all your literary greats, with our FREE DESIGN SERVICE 
and SALE SAVINGS what more could you ask for? Call today and one of our experienced 
designers will be more than happy to advise you, whatever stage your project is at. 

For our latest brochure visit nevillejohnson.co.uk/ideal 
Or call 0161 873 8333 and quote code IHB02 

New 2016 Brochure | 10 Year Guarantee | Free Local Design Service | Buy Now Pay In 12 Months" 

Studies | Lounges j Bedrooms [ Libraries | Cinema 

qualify for yQUf sals dtfciOuffl you ffiuai place your rtfdirr 2& ; 12 j' 15 and 2SU&T6. MlrUmJfn Mttar value E3.000 ^ VAT Offer be used wUft, apyriher cliisr 

“■Buy now pay in 1 2 moruhs, hnanes on*t s avartaun* on pi'dara. over C3.000 t VAT Rrancti la subgea to status istms apply. 9.9% APR Reprsssntative 
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